
Date: April 30, 2021 

To: Mayor Ron Feinsod and Venice City Council 

From: Tyler D. Cassell, VGRC resident 

Subject: Rebuttals to the VGRC Plan to construct 4-Pickleball Courts and Dog Park in the FL&L right-of­

way under the high-tension power lines on the City Council hearing for May 11, 2021. 

The attached report is a summary of the opposition position on why this Plan should be denied. Many 

of us have discussed this Plan at length and offer these rebuttal positions contained herein. 

We, the opposed, are not opposed to the idea of Pickleball and a Dog Park. We would gladly welcome 

these amenities into our club if we had a place to put them, but we do not. We are opposed to the site 

selection due to the inherent problems in the locations of the Site. All of these problematic issues are 

explained in detail in the following Impact Report, along with official records from VCDD meetings, and 

other evidence to support our position set forth in numbered tabs and exhibits. 

This report is prepared by Tyler D. Cassell, a member of the Venetian Golf and River Club and friend of 

several of those affected by the Plan. 

My Background - In New York, I was part of New York City government, where I was a volunteer 

member of the Queens Community Board #7 in Flushing Queens, Zoning and Land Use Committee, for 

15 years. In my tenure there, I have reviewed over 100 plans that came before us; plans for 1 and 2-

family homes, hospital expansions, parking lots, houses-of-worship to large apartment complexes, a 63 

acre waterfront plan, a new tennis stadium at the National Tennis Center, and many more. We 

reviewed just about every project that came into our community over the years. In meetings, we vetted 

projects, voted on them and made recommendations to the City officials and agencies. 

Please use this Impact Report as a guideline for reviewing the VGRC Plan and Site selection. 

This Plan does not have the support that has been represented. Attached are petitions with 161 names 

of those who live closeby and are opposed to the Plan. The implementation of this Plan will negatively 

affect at least 33 and more homes near the site. Furthermore, it will set a bad precedent going forward. 

The new park being planned will satisfy the needs of our community for these amenities and essentially 

making this Plan unnecessary. 

Thank you for your consideration . 

Respe 

1>? ~ 
Tyler D. Cassell 

201 Medici Terrace 

Nokomis, Fl 34275 

carnescassell@msn.com 

Cell : 971-202-0448 



PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VGRC Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of-

,,,,..--✓• way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 
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PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VGRC Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 
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PETITION ( 

' We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VCCD Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 
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PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VCCD Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 

Name (Print) Address 
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PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VCCD Plan to -put_pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and dev$e the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to Itj:JECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. ~ 

Name (Print) Address 
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PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VGRC Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 

Name {Print) Address Signa~re 
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PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VCCD Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 

Name (Print) Address 
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Pickle Ball Petition 

We itre hgmeowne~ in the Venetiim Golf ilnd River Club ilnd we itre e;,ppo§ed to the VC0D plitn tg pyt 
gi(;;kle ba!I (;;gym ind ii dg~ park Ynderthe power line§ off gf P~$ilrg Drive The QYility=Qf=life ~nd 
qYi@t enjoyment gf hgme§ in th~t ~r-gi will be d~milged ind po§§ibly gyr prgperty Yi!Ye§ dimini§hed, 

We ~r,e i!§g oppo§ed to ilngther h~§ltign the vego hijd pmpg§ed in the gg!f ~gur1e pirking !ot elg§e 
tg !igme§ gn Trevi§O Cgurt ftH' the §itme r@il§Ofl§, 

We !1$k the Vt ~D ~nd Veni~e toYn~i! tg REJECT the§e plan§ be§IU§@the§e lg§ttion§ ~re in§Qmp~tible 
t.9 §1,moyndin~ home§, 

NAME (PRINT) / ADDRESS . SIGNATURE 

I 

1. .J 01.JtJ ~ D4 u·1' v !07 S,4 VoNA Wil}j 

~'============================== 

3'============================== 

4.============================== 

s,===========e=-========~==~,,...-,=,===== 

6,============================== 

7, ===-============================ 

8.============================== 

9,===== ========================= 

10.---e============================== 
DAT~ kf R..,,t L,_ J j J '1 0 d, f 



PETITION 
WE ARE HOMEOWNERS IN THE VENrnAN GOlF & RIVER a.us. WE ARE OPPOSED TO THE VCCD PROPOSED SllE 
PLAN TO PIJr PICKLEBALL COUlfTS & A DOG PARK UNDER THE FLORIDA POWER UNE RIGHT-Of:-WAY HIGH 
VOLTAGE UNES ON THE PASSARO DRIVE LOT. WE ARE A1.SOCONCERN£{) ntATTHENOISEfROM lllE COURTS Will NEGATIVB.T 
IMPACT THE QUAUlY OF UFE AND DEVAUJE1llE PRICE Of MANY HOMES NEAR THtS VCOD ~OPOSED PLANNED SfTE. n½E t>flOP05EO stTE 
UNDER THE POWER UNES DOESN'T PROVIDE: LIGHTING, RESTROOMS. DRINKING WATER. SHADE",, EMERGENCY AID PERSONS.. ATTENDING 
RACKET PRO SHOP STAFF. PROPER Mlll6ATED 8ARRIBtS TO REDUCE NOISE IMPACT OR SUff!CISIT PA!OONG. lHEVENICE C1'tV COUNCIL 
VOTED DOWN THE PROPOSAL ON FEB.1!"', 2021 AFTER A l.ENGlHY ttEARING. ntE VENICE 01Y COONCll MEMBERS STATED "THAT IT WAS AN 
INAPPRO?RIAiE Sffi: TO lOCATE /PROVIDE THESElWO RECREATfOfJAl AMENITIES RlR MAlf'i R£ASONS (VlDtO to ,efa-encl, of the 
meeting/hearing is this link qtyotVeni<:e-Calendar (Jegjstar.com}; Clic;k on "Video• off to the far rfcht of the planning-commission meeting 
on 2/2/21. The pn,posed rezone was denied S-Z. The site plan was denfcd 6-1. HOW EVER the VCOO vot£d ~2 to appeal this dedslon on 
2/09/23.andanatherVenkle OtyCaundl Hearing will take place sometime soon where the appeal by the VCDD Wl1I be heard. TheVCDO has 

hlted a lawyer to help with this appeal. If you '11131'¥tto ~ lettei'S In support of this petition, send it tD the city coundl at 
dt-.,-:oundl@•,cniceeov.cc-m with your comments and cona.ms. l<>rl Stelzer, MMC is the Crty Clerk for the City of Venice to contact rela~ to 
questions/ hearing datr,/lnterest In 1egisteri11g to~ during~ heaffllg. tler contact ftllfflber Is 941--882-7390 or 941.303-3486. 

WE ARE ASKING THE VENICE OTY COUNCIL TO REJECT THIS PLAN BECAUSETitE WCATION IS UNSUfTABLE, 

INAPPROPRIATE AND UNSAFE.. 

RATIONAL: A BETTER FAR MOIi£ SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE SITE EXISTS AT TltE vsaETIAN RIVER ClUB. TH£ COD ENGINEER HAS STATl:D 
lliAT "WE CAM Pl.ACE 3 COURTS ON SITE NEAR EXISITNG TENNIS CO\JRTS IN THE PARKING LOT AREA BEHIND TENNIS COURTS S & 6. THIS 
PARKlNG LOT AAEA. IS NOT UTILIZED ANO AMPLE PARKING EXISTS Af THE CLUB fOR EVENTS.145 PARKING SPACESWOUU> STILL BE 
AVAIi.ABLE. TH£ RIVER ClUB PROViDESMAHY RESOURCES. INCLUDING THE RAaarrPROsHOP EQUIPMBIT, MAJMl1:NANCE FAOUTV, 2-3 
FUll TIME ATTENDING RACKET STAFF/ EMPLOYEES, RESTROOMS, DRINKJNG WATER, LIGHTING, PARKING, OUTSIDE EMERGENCY PHONE 
SYSTI:MS, LEISURE REFRESHMENTS ON SITE ENCOURAGING CASUAL FOOO/ DRINK CONSUMPTION AT THE aus FOU.OWING COUflTTlME, 
AND THE AVAILABIU"IY OF MAN\' UNU111..1ZED 11:1,i,',lli;CCURTS DURING lATE AFTaNOOl1 AND EVENING HOURS A TIME SUITABLE FOR 
YOUTHS WOl'OONG ADULTS. OTHERCOMMUHJTIESAR£UllUZING nmR 1'ENNIS COURTS FOR THIS DUAL PURPOSE D£UNEA11NGiME 
DIR'SU:NT COURT AREAS USED BY EACH SPORTWfTH TWO COLORS APPLIED to THE COURTS.. T81NIS COUR'TS CAN EASILY ACCOMMOOA1'E 

TWO PICKLEBAl.l COURTS wtrnOUTTHE NEED TO RBIIIOVElllETENNIS NETTING ( Pelican Point!, has done this) A COST SAVING SOLUTION 

~ 
Signtn,~ 
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PETITION 
WE ARE HOMEOWNERS IN DIE VENETIAN GOl.F & Rl"f" auB. WE ARE OPPOSED TO »IE VCCD PROPOSED SITE 

PLAN TO PUT PICKI.EBAU COURTS & A DOG PARK UNOfR THE FLORIDA POWER UNE RIG1" -OF-WAY HIGH 

VOLTAGE UNES ON THE PASSARO DRIVE LOT. WEAREAlSOCONCERNED THATTI:IENOISEFROM THE COURTS Wlll.NEGATIVB.Y 
IMPACT THE QUAUlY OF LIFE AND DEVALUE THE PRICE OF MANY HOMES NEAR THtSVCDD PftoJiOSB> PLANNED S1TE. TitE Pt\OPOS£O StTE 
UNDER THE POWER LINES DOESN'T PROVIDE: LIGHTING. RESTROOMS. DRINKING WATER. SHADE. EMERGENCY AID PERSONB., ATTENDING 
RACKET PRO SHOP STAFF. PROPER MITIGATED BARRIEBSTO REDUCE NOISE IMPAO" OR SUFFICU:NT PARKING. lHEVENICE Cl1V COUNCIL 
VOTED DOWN THE PROPOSAL ON FEB. r', 2021 AFTER A lfNGlHY HEARING, lHEYBIICE CITY COUNCll. MEMBERS STATED THAT ITWAS AN 
INAPPROPRIAlE SITE TO LOCAlE /PROVIDE THE5E1WORECREATIONAL AMENITIES FOR MAN\' REASONS (VR)EO tu 1ere.e11ce of the 
meeting/hearina • link City af Venice-Calendar llef3'itt!{,wml; CU" on -V-ulco• off to the far richt of the plannirli·c;ommission meeting 
on 2/2/21.~ proposed rezone was denied s-2. The site plan was clenfed 6-1. HOW EVER the VCOD voled 3-2 to appealthls decision on 
2/09/ll and another Venkle City Councll Hearing will take place .sometime soon where 1he appe.11 by the VCDD wm be heard. lhe VCDD has 
hired a lawyer ta help with this appeaL If you want 11D send letters In support of this petition, send it 1D the dly c:oundl at 
citycounciltii>venicegov.com with your comments and concerns. Lori Stelzer, MMC is the City Clerk for the City of Venice to contact rela~d to 
questions/ hearing dale/lntefeSt. In registering to speak during the hearing • Her contact number Is 941-88Z-7390 or 941-303-3486-

WE ARE ASKING THE VENICE CITY COUNCR. TO REJECT THIS PlAN BECAUSE THE LOCATION IS UNSUITABLE, 

INAPPROPRIATE AND UNSAFE. 

RATIONAL: A BETTER FAR MORE SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE SITE EXISTS AT THE VENETIAN RIVER CLUB. THE COD ENGlNEER HAS STATED 
THAT WE CAN PLACE3 COURlS ON SITE NEAR EXISITNG TENNIS COURlS IN lHE PARKING LOT AREA BEHIND TENNIS COURlS S & 6. THIS 
PARKING LOT AREA IS NOT UTILIZED AND AMPLE PARKING EXISTS AT THE CLUB FOR EVENTS.145 PARKING SPACES WOULD STILL BE 
AVAUABLE. THE RIVER CLUB PROVIDES MANY RESOURCES, INCLUDING lltE RACKET PRO SHOP EQUIPMENT, MAnffENANCE FACILITY, 2-3 
FULL TIME ATTENDING RAOCET STAFF/ EMPLOYEES, RESTROOMS, DRINKING WAlER, LIGHTING, PARl<iNG, OUTSIDE EMERGENCY PHONE 
SYSTEMS, LEISURE REfRESHMENTS ON SITE ENCOURAGING CASUAL FOOD/ DRINK CONSUMPTION AT THE CLUB FOLLOWING COURTTIME, 
AND THE AVAILABIUTV OF MANY UNUTIUZEO TENNIS COURTS DURING LATE AFTERNOON AND EVENING HOURS A TIME SUITABLE FOR 
YOUTHS WORKING ADULlS . OTHER COMMUNJTIES ARE UTILIZING THBR TENNIS COURTS fOR nus DUAL PURPOSE DBJNEA'TING THE 
DIFFERENT COURT AREAS USED BY FACH SPORT Wffif TWO COLORS APPLIED TO THE COURTS. 191NIS COURTS CAN EASILY ACCOMMODATE 

lWO PICKLEBAll COURTS WITHOUT THE NEED TO REMOVElltETENNIS NElTING ( P~ Poin~ has done 1his) A COST SAVING SOLUTION 

N AH• r 
Sigutllie 
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PETITION 
WE ARE HdMEOWNERS IN THE VENEnAN GOLF & RIVER auB. WE ARE OPPOSED TO »IE VCCD PROPOSED SITE 

PLAN TO PUT PICKLEBAI.1. COURTS & A DOG PARK UNDER THE FLORIDA POWER UNE RIGHT -OF-WAY HIGH 

VOLTAGE UNES ON THE PASSARO OlllVE LOT. WE ARE ALSO CONCERNED THATTHE NOISE FROM THE COURTS Will NEGAllVB.Y 
IMPACT THE QWWlY OF UFE AND DEVAUJETHE PRICE OF MANY HOMES NEAR llHSVCDO PROPOSB> Pl.ANNEO SITE. 'THE PR0tJ0SE0 srrE 
UNDER THE POWER UNES DOESN'T PROVIDE: UGHTING, RESTROOMS. DRINKING WATER. SHADE. EMERGENCY AID PERSONB. ATTENDING 
RACKET PRO SHOP STAFF, PROPER MmGAlB> BARRIERS TO REDUCE NOISE IMPACT OR SUFRClENT PARIONG. lHl:VENICE CITY COUNOL 
VOTED DOWN 1HE PROPOSAl ON RB. 2"°, 20ll AFJBl A LENGTHY HEARING, lHEVEKICE OlY COUNCIL MEMBERS STATED THAT ITWAS AN 
INAPPROPRIATEsnETOlOCATE/PROVIOETHESElWORECREATIONALAMENITIES FOR MANY REASONS (VIDEO to ,efaeuce of the 
meeting/hearing is this link City of Venice-Calendar O..,er,gNn); Click on 'Video• off to the far ri&ht of the planninc-commission meeting 
on 2/2/ll. The proposed rezone was denied S-2. The site plan was denied 6-1. HOW EVER the VCDD voted 3-2 to appeal this dedsfon on 
2/09/21 and anothet"V~ City Council Hearing wll take plaCe .sometime soon where 1he appeal bythe VCDD will be beard. 1he VCDD has 

hired a lawyer to help wfth this appeal. If you want1D send letters In support of this petition, send it to the cfty councn at 
dtycounciltaivenicegov.co m with your comments and concerns. Lori Stelzer, MMC is the City Clerk for the City of Venice to contact related to 
questions/ hearing da1e/interest in registiering tu speak durinc the hearing • Her oon1aCt number Is 941-882-7390 or 941-303-3486-

WE ARE ASKING THE VENICE OIY COUNCIL TO REJECT THIS PlAN BECAUSE THE LOCATION IS UNSUITABLE, 

INAPPROPRIATE AND UNSAFE. 

RATIONAL: A BEITER FAR MORE SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE SITE eus1S AT THE VEN£TIAN RIVER CLUB. THE COD ENGINa:R HAS STATED 
lHATWE CAN PLACE3 COURTS ON SJTE NEAR EXISITNG TENNIS COURTS IN THE PARKJNG tor AREA BEHINOlENNIS COURl'S S & 6. nus 
PARKING LOT AREA IS NOT UTIIJZB) AND AMPLE PARKING EXISTS AT THE CLUB FOR EVafTS.145 PARKING SPACES WOUlD STill BE 
AVAILABLE. TH£RIVER ClUB PROVIDESMANY RE'SOURCES, lNCWDINGntE RACKET PRO SHOP EQUIPM9ff, MMITENANCEFACIUTY, 2-3 
FULL TIME ATTENDING RACKET STAFF/ EMPLOYEES, RESTROOMS, DRINKING WATER, UGITTING, PARKJNG, OUTSlDE EMERGENCY PHONE 
SYSTEMS, LEISURE REFRESHMENTS ON SITE ENCOURAGING CASUAL FOOD/ DRINK CONSUMPTION ATntE Q.UB FOllOWING COURTTIME, 
AND THE AVAII..ABIUlV OF MANY UNUTIUZED TEW$ COURTS DURlr~G LATE AFTERNOON AND EVENING HOURS A TIME SUITABLE FOR 
YOUTHS WOR1QNG ADULTS • OTHER COMMUNJTIES ARE U11UZJNG lHBR 'TENNIS COURTS FOR lHIS DUAL PURPOSE DEUNEATING 'THE 
DIFFERENT COURT AREAS USED BY EACH SPORT WITH lWO COLORS APPUED TO THE COURTS. TENNIS COURTS CAN EASILY ACCOMMODATE 

lWO PICKlEBAll COURTS WITHOUTlHE NEED TO REMOVE THE TENNIS NETTJNG ( Pelican Pointe has done this) A COST SAVING SOLUTION 

5 -::::;:l~~~~_i_:..;.~~~~~-:F-~~r.w::::..c;~~~:..!.!;;:J~...:::...~~~..!:...' 
6~- , ;.__ 

;,~~;~2~,~~:i~~Jt:t4~~~~:t~5~;;~=~~=J~~~~~i!~%j~ 
9 
1';:"0-:=r-~~~~➔,~.,.,.~3,;f;9~~~~~~~~w~~m~~~~~ 

11 12;----------------------------
13 14 ___________________________ _ 

15 16:-----------------------------
17 Dat_e_: ______________________________ _ 

--
/1J 



PETITION 

We are homeowners in the Venetian Golf and River Club. We are opposed to the 
VCCD Plan to put Pickleball courts and a Dog Park in the dangerous FPL right-of­
way under the high voltage power lines. We are also very concerned that noise from 
the courts will hurt our quality-of-life and devalue the price of affected homes. 

We are asking the Venice City Council to REJECT this plan because the location is 
unsuitable and unsafe. 
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