
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

SARASOTA COUNTY 
2020 Legislative Priorities 

ENVIRONMENT 

*Support local surface-water quality improvement projects that optimize reductions in 
nutrient pollution (including the Bay Project), including upgrades to wastewater (including 
septic tanks) and stormwater treatment systems. 

✓Support ongoing funding for beach renourishment and inlet management programs. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

*Support allocating the full amount of the William E. Sadowski Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund to intended use of developing state and local affordable housing. 

✓Support the development of policies that will support and encourage construction of 
affordable workforce housing, which may include offsetting of impact fees, regulatory 
relief, and financial incentives that will stimulate construction of affordable workforce 
housing. 

BUSINESS CLIMATE 

*Support the increase of funding for the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund to match previous 
levels of 85 million dollars of 2018. 

*Support fully funding Enterprise Florida including marketing and competitive business 
incentive funds, including reinstatement of the Quick Action Closing Fund. 

*Support phasing out the sales tax on commercial leases while keeping local governments 
fiscally neutral. 

✓Support for SB :'.. 26. The bill calls for a retailer with no physical presence in Florida 

(remote retailer) to register with the Florida Department of Revenue and collect and remit 
sales tax if it makes "a substantial number of remote sales" in the state in the previous 
calendar year. "Substantial" is defined as conducting: 

• More than $100,000 in retail sales of tangible personal property to be delivered into 
Florida; or 

• 200 or more retail sales of tangible personal property to be delivered into Florida. 



✓Support fully funding Visit Florida. 

✓Support protection of local authority to administer local business taxes to meet 
community needs such as funding for economic development. 

✓Support funding for State Film incentives. 

✓Support the funding requests for the regional cultural and arts projects. 

EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 

*Support funding all Florida's Public Technical College/Centers Workforce Education 
Programs at a minimum funding level of 100% of the state model as developed and 
approved by the State FLDOE Workforce Education Funding Committee. 

✓Support a needs-based system School Readiness Funding Formula to provide a 
proportional allocation of funding across the state. 

✓Support increased recurring funding for workforce programs at all regional post
secondary institutions, including the Quick Response Training and Incumbent Worker 
Training programs. 

✓Support increased funding for Early Learning/VPK programs and K-12 public schools. 

✓Support funding requests for regional education initiatives. 

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 

*Support accessible transit that creates mobility to major employment centers in a 
regionally efficient and collaborative effort. 

✓Support increased funding for local infrastructure improvements including interchanges, 
roadways, sewers and storm water. 

Notes: 

*=Top Priority 
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