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FLC 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 

DEVELOP A WATER 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The Florida League of Cities calls 

on the Florida Legislature to 

annually assess the state's current 

and projected water resources and 

water quality infrastructure needs 

and identify potential sources of 

funding to meet future demand. 

For more information , contact 

Rebecca O'Hara at (850) 701-3692 

or rohara@flcities.com. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 'Ju · r, cidPnt s oncl v·si•o - require clean water to live healthy 

lives. Fl::- · ~i 1'.s <!CO'"IC -r, ori ~- t· Te: d-, '" d n •t 

02 Note E-'.~pF::- . r;ay we will need tens of billions of dollars in 

the next 20 years to d ess drin ·rig ater Vvcistew".lter 

fl·.,e,,s ,: r-t', ,~r d p I ut1 m 

03 Thar ks to the Offic t E o •nic 01,::-J )er, ,v=1ropri1.. 

Reseor, r, ' Pk Whew, IT •er '11 r ey ,t vViil .. ,. ke to 

Justain t " ,voter programs ir• F-lo irh. But vE: 'J so kn w 

thes1,cpr,.., _ r'1'TlsanaiLnJ·rg renter L. rt n"-=" ~ •(,, 

futL re ,eF ·s . S what ;e ·e ask' _ f •? A strategic and 

targeted approach. 

04 First, the Legislature cJ uld direLt the UE>partrrent, f 

En ;ro ,r; ,enr I Pr tect:cr to determine Florida's current 

and future water infrastructure demands. Tl o_sess· ,c, t 

'1\/ill or :c,,er the questior · exactly r o , fr:: r :110 "- e bef; d 

w ith c_,ur water infrastr JCture, and C~\ ·nur me 1ey v,;ill ,t 

take to fix ' f' 

OS Secord, t• e L eg islaturCc shoL. - oke o r crT>p eher _ ve lorJk 

at whot l ~•,e1 stat s o,.,d co urt ries a l: d01ng for w::iter 

fu11d ·:19 w d f i anc ing It s o ,Id identify potential sources 

of funding that F orida .ight u_ e t e, ad ess o r v ter 

infra5tructure efi it FJnd1rg and fit1an c·ng opti ns w II 

ollow pcli cyr aker to dev I multiple t ool"' and ch ices 

that will I elp all levels of govern me t . 



FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 

SUPPORT FLORIDA BUSINESSES 

BY UPDATING THE TAX LAW 

The Florida League of Cities calls 

on the Florida Legislature to 

modernize Florida's sales and use 

tax laws so that they are fair to 

Florida businesses and pave a way 

for them to flourish. 

For more information, contact 

Amber Hughes at (850) 701-3621 

or ahughes@flcities.com. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 rJL'' current system favors foreign businesses ov"'!r tr rs;, 

t .:;:_ 1-:)I'.' ic, cirr,o or ✓ve ei::dtc,;,ttn,,~;; 'ure·':'n 

02 OL,r sales tax law is out of date ar.L• hu 0 b F1ori~1l1 

t,, _ir,e~St:S. r:: or'<. ::i :3 :me of Y'l, t ,•:, ctcirFcS th t lb y CJ 

::o e': ~, b v - 1 ·e" t c-c ~ •ed . : .:, le.:: t;x 1/·v fr,, reign 

03 'Ne · ePd to support and protect our homegrown 

businesses. v• t ,·ci. .:·, r: , ·c1e jobs f- c1)' i:: r~-i:.:e-t: toYe~ ond 

s,.;pr~ r: l IP le(") P( .. r.Jr'""; - -/ S~C.~S(•r· '.; sp0rts '-E:On")S r"\d 

:1 ::it,s,toriorprof;t. Tres-?bc ""'o,.~,:...,-·c-pe 'i119 

01 is~- :L the r;_.nrt i'rq u cl h~,~ 'J •~,n ccci ·:"TliE:s t-, 

t r: a . 

04 Hor-,e91civ,r l•l• ~i -sses b,, ·1d strong communities Liv 

Su !:> t ·r;r. cJ-. ·b-ort _itv : erte s '1 nd ,i l.'1 ~ nei _ !:- : r s ·r o 

w.-,b ~f e o c mi... ar c1 s-:-cial re ati ri - f,ip': 



LC 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 

GIVE CITIES TOOLS TO ADDRESS 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS 

The Florida League of Cities 

supports a collaboration 

between the Florida 

Department of Business 

and Professional Regulation 

(DBPR) and cities to ensure 

that short term rental 

properties abide by state and 

local regulations. The League 

also calls on the Florida 

Legislature to restore local 

zoning authority for 

short-term rentals. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 Thi_ is a local zoning issue. '::om mer ".., a · t1vity ·, ,e1s.:if·b.'.) hoods 

·s rt:: g,JJC:ed + .... , 'J _i C ') Cl c ... sr: . t .... f:'"\,.. tett es·dt. .ts._ -- , e!' r. thF 

(r, t ·,/ro -~r c .. ., e is tree 

02 T!,FD FR ·+f;,-c:-,fln,,i,)P.•_:crGw1-:C",, ft.. JrP. ,:":: 

t(. r ~➔ t ho . tr "" ugc ·· · .' r·w, ::- tr J9s1led t , r eer ·t.s c , r· rn o ~v~ d 
per". •-r : T"" !c -t-., rv:J c rd ,, fer od _; i g ·rs Ec.+ ·cn ,ieus-~r<:;s enc., 
.0n~1n uE: _,:- ::- r,;g _le. < sec on tbss_ f· (~:r='s ~ E: DBPR should 

collaborate with local code enforcement officers to protect 
residential neighborhoods 

03 E""'' yonf' s property rights should be balanced. L ·· y 
1
\ 1 rc · c· ior 

r c i~s L S ,;tr, parking an :l bl', satE::t\ JE- ~":'\ tfK residential 
character of our neighborhoods. u , es·0er.t::- :-L fer".- · e 

r,,.,··porc: ior r-rcft 

04 Shc.,r, t1::rm re tals are overtaking residential neighborhoods 0'1d 

creating public safety risks '< t.si ~ert" do 't ;,,,0,.- ~ e P" J O r::: next 

d or _ ex c:ff <>r,de •· do ·t hc.ve to re,gi::-ter. 1',e·g 0
) •·c o·e es c- 1· ely 

te, rrnfro,..,1 c;tra"g E. s \\ l-,en r. er le.,~::- e, nt•1sor ,res J . ir e 

OS Ad:J it na llv, ertals 0 1 e c.a, ·ng a drain on law enforcement 
services, ,11. he'.1 ic;sues sr C>u d be hand,e::. bv c::,d e _, •-+,: cp r,-,e,i t 

i , .. tend. St -cause pol ice are force:d to,r Eespcn· to porking and hoL ~e 

narties, it mear ': fewer c,+ficers focus· •1 9 C'1 " t pping c1 i e. s an d 

h>eping corrmu •1iti es su+e:. 

06 nre _ u ated 'ih or -terrn re , ta 1s rrake hf: ffor able ous,r , crisis 

wors~1. Homes are turned into mini-hotels, vv r ic. h reduces ne ong­

te r . 1 er ta ls ava;lab, e and causes a housing shortage for working 

For more information, contact people. 

Casey Cook at (850) 701-3609 

or ccook@flcities.com. 
07 Seven ir ·10 vote s sav local rules should govern short-term rentals. 

eorly t hree fourths want loca l e lect ed fficia ls in charge. 



FLC 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 

SUPPORT PROPERTY 

RIGHTS PROTECTION 

The Florida League of Cities calls 

on the Florida Legislature to take a 

stand in support of property rights 

protection (the Bert J. Harris Jr. 

Act) to avoid an explosion of 

lawsuits against cities. 

For more information, contact 

David Cruz at (850) 701-3676 

or dcruz@flcities.com. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 Protect property owners. Sc n e C1v' 'T cik.er!" an I: Janke'" 

c.f1t't· err e t I 'Jt j • : •ons;de every pe, _ n's property 

r"c;,'.· t..': +;:, -·,<Jte prc.p ,;-t:,, ~1::ihts or"", he g j fc or fXOPert:· 

cv· n, · the, v 0,ilo ct-i::i'lgc> fc' evEer· ow. Th, law ouldn: 

,)ns·rle• ·h': -=- i:z _ -,r drns tv d 1::r p rt h'ste>rical l1_t·ngs 

0r ot-t 2. s t! ·ct zc nir g s~,111da ds. Trere C' uld be ur,int.::r.dc d 

e spr>rrr,I i 'te1 E-~ts Sl ek·ng pr i :Gte goir> . 

02 Avoid excessive lawsuits. fr ·s N ·_Id c:od tc o la y .rs 

drem"'"I be oL,se rt J'v · ild be easier tc sue th n rea ch a 

resr lvt"o'l •, ·:h cit'tes U'ld count·~s. ThP Bert Harr' Ac> 

N 5 nPv , MPndE t..., 1:i:: a r',·s,;- a tio lo.r·su·+- offP rg 

rr -::iss.i e <E , rd fc r ose wh aren't"' illing to .,,ett Ee. 

03 Taxpayers would pay the price. C;t; s cu I xpe t to get 

ct ; ck :fo<'.li'r<J v1.;th la cuits ..:i 1d res·dents ·ould expect 

high'-'r tcixes tc cc,ver ·t1g ']tion c"sts. eg·s1ato1 s shoul,j 

priorrt: ::e c rnmunity r~eds 

04 More changes to the Bert Harris Act are unnecessary. Lego 

proc.e-:J ir lrPa dy p ~•t ct ,tie (ghts cf ~ r opert y o vnNs 

wt• , 1igt ~ t e nintentior all. harmed bv a variance 

The Bert J. Harris Jr. Act of 1995 gives landowners a way to seek 
compensation when a local government tokes action that impacts 
the use/potential use of their property. The act is detailed and fair. 
It allows local governments to negotiate with property owners 
who are filing a claim and calls on courts to consider the unique 
conditions of each claim. Many Bert Horris claims ore negotiated 
locally without going to trial. This approach saves taxpayer dollars 
and proves that the current system is working. 



LC 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 

MAKE TRANSPORTATION 
FUNDING MORE FLEXIBLE 

The Florida League of Cities calls 

on the Florida Legislature to 

drive Florida forward to a safer 

future by helping cities fund 

transportation infrastructure. 

For more information, contact 

Jeff Branch at (850) 701-3655 

or jbranch@flcities.com. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 T ~ gr•. , th ; ,·, pc, \., c t ·c·1 ,•1;:,• ~. c; Cl'ld t •,p ;,,,:o • rr v me:::H'o 

our highways are congested - r p •b iL so -1 : SL e : 1e..i, ~ 

slower 911 response times o · a sluggish evacuations. ,'Ve 
vv.y l ·• .j~~ E:: er= v ... ~tc•C'°'i:1'1 ,, c.stirg r-L- ~:Yv ·)..- ;;as 1 id i ~' 

,·c r~ri'""'S[s.-.titr:ir ro,cis. s+:HJd 

02 01., road system is in disrepair V , . 1 ,, ,: :~ 

to''_ f -\-("•}-3 ~•r ~. 1c t·· 'el ._J r. '/ , - t•·L r sr · ·tot"o 

(, 5t-_ I. 1( eC')'l'"I 1 rerE'.Cits OS do :i i tr•e ~ ec-r., E ,vr') .i E; 

o c • c,r~ i erP. We must prioritize safety by preparing 

fortechnologychanges :"at _.re ".J ·eocl; teoir. 1·rg · 

trar,spc, tatlc .1. 

03 O· yo h ~ rdfL I of st::itec - r - 1 j i ~9 F :,nci".l - hc.vE. to'led 

·n 1e:1se gc:~ "-~ ~st.::-f:,n ·,-,cr.:is .._c, ·p If,,.,·, o·tt.._ 

+c r cl en r I oa.:l s the costs of supplies and labor will only go 

up, v,t · e the quality of our roads goes down t's ;-<E; ,- s"ck 

pe•sor, ,·ai:·ng t .._1 I :1g t see c doct c- r. 

04 Federal <;;tote or•'"i c:iu.1ty gO\·ernrrer,t_ h o,E. rY11.,lt pl-'. w<:J>· · 

lo pay ~or t, ans~o tat·c.,.-, derr,c., ds, o u t r it·es o,e in it d . 

Tc pr, ,,pe•· F- lcrida c·~i1:.s eed grea::er 7urdi ;·:g fl ex;l)T 0 v 
Let us fund local solutions with local dollars. 



LC DEDICATE RESOURCES 

FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES FOR MUNICIPAL CYBERSECURITY 

The Florida League of Cities calls 

on the Florida Legislature to provide 

the resources necessary to keep 

cybercriminals from compromising 

data on citizens and businesses 

that is collected by cities. 

For more information, contact 

Casey Cook at (850) 701-3609 

or ccook@flcities.com. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 l~o . Ee •l10 e ~r. Flo do city governments rely on 

information technology t..> p• 8Vid ·t I se" es 

Jr d b Js ir ,c~:s or d these services must not be interrupted 

.,JU ,·r:::: ... ~ .... --c sr /~ 1: c ,- ·fes~ -- 1l:: : t ·c~•: f(r 1 2•·::,, µ ~ 

··eo _. +- \' - hff i:=: bH ::i,.,.. E to, gets Jf cyberc r rT inols 

02 . r· , nu' _ , •·rue __ ·1e El r- sophisticated methods of 

attack. 

ri "''>5 t e _._ constantly evolving threats 

03 T e i:, ct-:, t ,:, i t e s I , , e cybersecurity insurance makes 

us even more of a target . . rirninols c,J, . Sf' cvberc-, rrnes 

04 ~ i".:;L r u : .:l technical assistance, grant funding and training. 

in-,pr ,- \ en er b rinc l O' e c-t uota. C ities L st r •, tect 

nfc,r n:i t 'c n ,l'C· ut lo J e r f •ceme r pe sc r·r .,, :1 a bui ing 

pl a ns ft• ~r.•vernrrent be.Ji d'n9s t ir d infrastr c tu•E . We a so 

r ed a s t -:J, of the . bH se n t y ri."' ""' t.ed to the Suns ine 

Low 

OS T e Florida Center for Cybersecurity (Cyber Florida) 

r.ar do tn ·s · vcrk . By dedicating resources, 1ou ra ,e ~i-- e 

oppcr t, 1ic , · to add r .55 h, s 9rowing t h·eat 

06 Flor· o co ~ set the standard f r en r ing t he c, be rsecc, r it} f 

<.al 9 ove •·n m ents citi ze ns a nd bu. inesse s 



FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 

CITIES NEED CERTAINTY IN FUNDING 

TO PLAN FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The Florida League of Cities calls 

on the Florida Legislature to 

support legislation that requires 

all money in the Sadowski State 

and Local Housing Trust Fund 

(Trust Fund) be used on ly for 

affordable housing programs. 

For more information, contact 

Jeff Branch at (850) 701-3655 

or jbranch@flcities.com. 

THE KEY POINTS 

01 Everyone needs housing that is affordable so they can pay for 

transportation, medical care, clothing and food. Affordable 

housing is for our workforce, the disabled, tf-ie elderly and our 

veterans. 

02 Florida is in a housing crisis. There are more than 922,000 

households with "very low income" in Florida paying more 

than SO percent of their income for housing. 

03 Planning for affordable housing is as important as planning 

for hurricanes. Cities must be certain of funding so that they 

can plan and implement a multi-year approach to the housing 

crisis. 

04 Cities already are using incentives and zoning regulations, 

and they are waiving impact fees, if they ore able, to make 

hous ing more affordable. Cities already are using the tools 

in their toolbox, but one tool that could provide certainty is 

beyond our control: the Trust Fund . 

OS Investing now will save money in the long run . Fully devoting 

the Trust Fund to affordable housing is supported by a diverse 

group including chambers of commerce, realtors, the Florida 

Home Builders Association, the Florido Housing Coalition and 

the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

06 Fully devoting money in the Trust Fund to affordable housing 

will add 30,000 jobs and will stabilize commun ities. Cities 

will have more funds available for public safety, schools and 

transportation. The positive economic impact will be 

$4.4 billion . 


