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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

November 6, 2019

Mr. Jonathan R. Lewis, County Administrator
Sarasota County

1660 Ringling Boulevard, 2" Floor

Sarasota, FL 34236

Dear Mr. Lewis

The City of Venice Historic Preservation Board has identified a local historic site worthy of
preservation. The site is the former home of Walter Farley, a noted author. His writing studio is
located in Venice and is part of an estate available for acquisition.

Please see the attached letter that describes a proposal to recreate a portion of the writer’s
studio in the Venice Library. In that regard, | have been asked if the County would entertain a
discussion about the possibility of using a small section of the library for that purpose.

Would you please advise if you consider this request worthy of discussion and, if so, please
indicate how the Historic Preservation Board might proceed to discuss this idea with appropriate
County officials. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
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appropriate place to put the studio. The Cultural Campus has been deemed a logical destination—
especially with the library on the campus. In trying to find a suitable location on the campus, it will be
important to factor in the impact on parking, green space, and stormwater. In addition, there is also
discussion of a museum/storage facility for Old Betsy possibly going on the campus that needs to be
considered. And finally, returning back to James Clinch’s concerns about upkeep and operation, there is
the challenge of sustainability once it is here. Who is going to take care of it? Operate it? And how?

OPTION 2
Option 2 proposes recreating the studio inside the William H. Jervey, Jr. Venice Public Library.

Value -- There is no doubt that the connection of Walter Farley to the City of Venice is one worth
preserving and telling. Farley has had an international impact with his writing. The ability to recreate
the interior of the studio within the library would enhance the value of the literary landmark there while
not suggesting any false depiction of the real studio that a relocation would do. However, the value of
the work of Twitchell and West would be lost. Even if the interior walls were recreated, it would be
done more so to set the feel for where Farley worked rather than the accomplishments of these
architects. But the recreated studio could be a place to collect, preserve, and display original items from
Farley that are currently in the studio.

Cost — Recreating the studio in the library would mean that the responsibility for costs to build the
replica studio, acquire and preserve any artifacts, and long-term upkeep and maintenance would fall to
the Sarasota County Department of Libraries and Historical Resources.

Practicality -- Acquiring the items in the Farley studio will be much less difficult than trying to move the
whole building onto the campus. There would need to be enough space at the library to recreate the
studio and then decide how to utilize it in programming. These responsibilities would fall to the
Sarasota County Department of Libraries and Historical Resources.

OPTION 3
Option 3 proposes repurposing the Walter Farley property as a writer’s retreat/literary center.

Value — There is no doubt that the connection of Walter Farley, Ralph Twitchell, and Jack West to the
City of Venice is one worth preserving and telling. Farley has had an international impact with his
writing and Twitchell and West are both known nationally for their architectural accomplishments.
Although there was no option 3 proposed at the historic preservation board meeting, this is a rough idea
that | have been thinking about for the site. The National Trust for Historic Preservation strongly
recommends that saving a place is just the beginning; a building needs to have a purpose. One way to
save the Farley home would be to have an entity acquire, restore, and repurpose the property. Walter
Farley was an ardent proponent of children and individuals reaching their dreams through writing and
havii t oro illstol  nfrom dii Having a small, seclu¢ | facility t! ipportst v on
could be another way that the City of Venice can tout itself as a unique place. There would be the
added value of showing and knowing how a community came together to save an historic place and put
it to good use.

Cost — The cost to the city would come from primarily two areas. First would be staff time involved to
help organize several groups to meet and brainstorm a more detailed solution for repurposing the





