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Background & 
Purpose

The City of Venice Land Development 
Code Update 
• Updates the Zoning Code to 

implement the City’s 2017-2027 
Comprehensive Plan

• Proposes traditional and innovative 
approaches to the code 

• Reorganizes the code for increased 
understanding, predictability, and 
usability 



Overview of 
Today’s 

Workshop 

Topics/Sections for Review: 

• Table of Contents

• Section 6 – Use Definitions and Use Standards

• Section 7.3 – Signs

• Section 7.4 – Parking Requirements 



Table of Contents



Chapter 87 - Land Development Code
 Section 1 – Introductory Provisions

 Section 2 – Comprehensive Plan and 
Relationship to LDC

 Section 3 – Review Bodies and Review 
Processes

 Section 4 – Traditional Districts

 Section 5 – Mixed-Use Districts

 Section 6 – Use Definitions and Use 
Standards

 Section 7 – Design and Development
 7.1 – Architecture
 7.2 – Subdivision and Site and Development
 7.3 – Signs
 7.4 – Parking
 7.5 – Landscaping, Trees and Buffering
 7.6 – Fences and Walls
 7.7 – Lighting 
 7.8 – Alcohol Beverages
 7.9 – Telecommunications 
 7.10 – Airport
 7.11 – Historic 

 Section 8 – Nonconformities

 Section 9 – General Definitions 



Chapter 88 – Building Regulations

 Section 1 – General Provisions 

 Section 2 – Administration 

 Section 3 – Property Maintenance Standards

 Section 4 – Contractors 

 Section 5 – Miscellaneous Regulations 

*SUBJECT TO CHANGE*



Chapter 89 – Environmental Regulations
 Section 1 – Purpose and Intent 

 Section 2 – Open Space and Natural Resources 

 Section 3 – Marine Turtle Protection 

 Section 4 – Air and Water Quality Provisions 

 Section 5 – Floodplain Management Administration 

 Section 6 – Flood-Resistant Development

 Section 7 – Structures Over Water

 Section 8 – Amendments to the Florida Building Code

 Section 9 – General Definitions 

*SUBJECT TO CHANGE*



Approach 

For each section, we will discuss:

• Centerpieces

• Policy Decisions 

• “Major” Changes

• Comprehensive Plan Implementation



SECTION 6
Use Definitions and 

Use Standards



Use 
Definitions & 

Use Standards
• Characteristics
• Accessory Uses
• Examples
• Exceptions
• Use Standards

• Acts as a framework for other sections of the 
Code to reference

• Organization of uses (Structure) 

• More comprehensive, provides more 
information for determinations where necessary



Major Changes
Office professional means an office for the use of 
persons generally classified as professionals, such 
as architects, engineers, attorneys, accountants, 
doctors, veterinarians, psychiatrists, psychologists 
and the like. 

Proposed Method

• More comprehensive definitions 
for uses

• All uses are defined and are 
included in Use Tables for zoning 
districts

• Consistent definitions that do not 
change throughout the code and 
act as a framework for other 
sections (including parking)

Current Method



SECTION 7.4
Parking Requirements



Centerpieces



Parking 
Requirements 

Tied To Use 
Table



Updated Graphics



Policy Decisions 



Policy Decisions 

• Establishing “Minimum” and “Maximum” 
parking requirements
• Current LDC requires minimum parking 

only
• Proposed approach shall include 

minimum AND maximum parking spaces 
allowed which helps prohibit excessive 
parking lots

• Confirmation of current parking space 
dimensions

• Change of surfacing requirement –
variance required for change of        
surfacing materials 



Major Changes



Major Changes Use Table

Parking Table

• Each principal use on the Use 
Table matches with the 
Parking Table

• Ensure minimum parking is 
provided, prohibit excessive 
parking lots

• Allowing for professional 
analysis of unique parking 
needs (alternative parking 
plan)

• General reduction in overall 
parking requirements

• A more standardized square 
footage based requirement 
for parking

Matches With



Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation 



Transportation Strategies

• Comprehensive Plan does not 
contain many specific items related 
to parking

• These strategies are more 
applicable to the two Mixed-Use 
Districts which will be more fully 
discussed in Section 5 Mixed-Use 
Districts Parking Requirements 



SECTION 7.3
Signs



Centerpieces



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Awning Sign



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Monument Sign



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Neighborhood/Subdivision 
Sign 



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Projecting Sign



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Wall Sign 



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Directory Sign



Permitted 
Sign Types

• Sandwich Board Sign



Policy Decisions 



Policy Decisions 

• Change of approach from text to visuals

• Sign code was recently adopted; proposed is a 
different approach as it does not differentiate as 
heavily based upon zoning district or use

• Removing driving speed limit of roadways as a 
determining factor for size of allowed signs

• Retain existing standards on electronic signs 



Major Changes



Major Changes
Current Method

Proposed Method

• Focus on readability and ease 
of applying standards

• Change a “text heavy” section 
(which is at times difficult to 
interpret) to images that are 
keyed to specific standards in 
a corresponding table 

• Prohibit sculpture signs



Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation

• No specific implementations to note



Moving Forward



Overview of 
Next Steps

• Planning Board Workshops
• Mixed-Use Districts
• Traditional and Planned Districts
• Design and Development Standards
• Administration and Processes
• Nonconformities, Environment, and 

Building Regulations
• Public Workshops



Questions, Comments
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