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Good afternoon Mr. Chair and members of the Venice Planning
Commission. My name is Gene Hines and | have signed a card.

| am a 37-year resident of Sorrento Ranches and | appear before
you today as Vice President of Sorrento Ranches Homeowners
Association, Inc. representing our Association. Sorrento Ranches
borders the southern boundary of the subject property.

This property was rezoned by S&J Properties of SW Florida in
2008. Sorrento Ranches Homeowners Association did not
oppose that rezone after neighborhood workshops conducted by
the property owner. Neighborhood workshops were a new idea at
the time and acknowledged that there would be differences of
opinions between the petitioner and neighbors. This new concept
proved to be very productive and lead to a resolution with our
Association that was memorialized in the stipulations of the 2008
rezone.

This property was brought back for another rezone in 20186, this
time requesting the removal of the stipulations that were agreed
to in the 2008 rezone. Our Association strongly disagreed with
the removal of those stipulations without adding new mitigating
stipulations that we believed would adequately protect Sorrento
Ranches from an otherwise incompatible development. This
disagreement ultimately led to a marathon public hearing by City
Council lasting until 1:30 a.m. the following morning that was
continued without a resolution. Following private meetings
requested by City Council between our Association
representatives and the attorney for the property owner at that
time, the stalemate persisted into the continuation of the public
hearing. After several more hours of hearings, City Council
requested that the parties meet to seek a resolution during a



break in the hearing. As a result, the original 2008 stipulations
were modified to the current stipulations with the support of our
Association.

In January of 2019, another neighborhood workshop was held to
discuss a development proposal by the new owners and discuss
their vision for the property. Unfortunately, there was again
disagreement with the proposal presented at this workshop
resulting from what our Association believed was a departure from
the letter and spirit of the 2016 rezoning stipulations. Following,
the workshop, Sean Siebert, a principal of the then contract
purchaser and now new owner, Ventures Development Group,
requested to speak with me. We talked about the issues in some
detail and he told me that there would be a discussion with his
planners to seek a resolution that would satisfy both parties. True
to his word, that resolution is embodied in the development
proposal before you today that we believe is compliant with the
2016 rezone and its stipulations.

We sincerely appreciate the positive approach taken by Mr.
Siebert and his team and our Association urges that you
unanimously approve this petition.

Without neighborhood workshops that allow a petitioner to hear
the concerns of the neighbors and the petitioner’s WILLINGNESS
to RESOLVE issues that may arise, we would not be here today
in support of this Site and Development Petition.

Thank you for your time today, and it would .2 my p..._ai_ to try
and answer any questions you may have.









Public Workshop Notice

DATE:

TIME:

LOCATION: Community Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave, Venice, Fl
Contact: Boone Law Firm, P.A. - (941) 488-6716

A public workshop will be held to discuss a proposed Site & Development Plan for a 25.5 +/-
acre parcel located at 2300 Laure! Road, Nokomis (City of Venice), FL, 34275. Thisis not a
public hearing. The purpose of the wnrlchan ic ta infarm the neishharine residents of the
nature of the oposed developmen ind discuss the
proposed concept plan.

The workshop vill be held on January 3, 2019 at 5:00 PM, at Venice City Hall, Community Hall,
401 W. Venice Ave, Venice, FL.






























