








Calusa Waterkeeper Advocacy



Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule (LORS)

➢ Filed 60 day NOI 12-19-18
➢ACOE, USFWS, NMFS

WOTUS Rule Change

➢ Major Waterkeeper Alliance initiative in opposition 
to WOTUS proposed change

➢Major loss of wetland protection in Florida if revised 
as proposed



Florida Basin Management Action Plans

➢ Load reduction allocations are based on outdated land use

➢ Inadequate flow monitoring to enable loading estimates

➢Pollutant trends are largely up

➢No clear compliance threshold





Lake Okeechobee BMAP

➢No progress toward P load reduction
➢2016 legislation SB 552 extended compliance 

deadline
➢Agriculture is largest contributor
➢Agriculture BMPs are not working































Health Risks to Animals

➢Domestic animals and wildlife are also subject to 
poisoning by cyanotoxins

➢Dogs are particularly vulnerable due to habit of 
swimming in or drinking contaminated water

➢58% of occurrences were fatal (Backer et al. 2013)
➢ Impacts of cyanotoxins on domestic and wild animals 

is significantly under-recognized.





Cyanobacteria

➢HAB Task Force
➢Better monitoring and prediction
➢Public Health Risk Notice
➢Stormwater regulations need updating and 

retrofits may be necessary
➢Costs implications are enormous, e.g. public 

health, property values, tourism



Caloosahatchee Estuary 
Basin Management Action Plan

➢Adopted in 2012
➢Resource TMDL
➢Flow measurements terminated in 2013
➢No measured loading estimates
➢Load allocations based on 2004/2005 land use
➢No updated load allocations
➢2018 FDEP Integrated Water Quality Report (59% 

reduction in TN)















CERP / C-43
➢ACOE adopted PIR in 2010 and authorized by 

Congress in 2014
➢ State is funding, fed cost share credited
➢Water quality treatment component needed for 

attainment of WQBEL
➢Cyanobacteria became dominant in the test cell 

study
➢ Supplemental flows from Lake O. may not be 

available after completion
➢Project online in 2024?
➢Reservoir is estimated to meet the 400 cfs flow 

target 97% of time
➢400 cfs will not maintain the salinity envelope 

defining the MFL
➢Restoration is uncertain



Enteric Bacteria Impairments are Widespread

➢46% of OFW WBIDs in 4700 square mile CHNEP project area 
are impaired for bacteria

➢ Latest 303d list adds additional WBIDs impaired including 
Estero Bay Tributaries (OFWs)












