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Sarasota Memorial Hospital - Venice Site Lighting Narrative 

The Sarasota Memorial Hospital Laurel Road facility will utilize a family of lighting elements to illuminate 
typical areas as they occur around the site. These typical areas include the parking lots, the main entry 
drive, entry canopies, building perimeter, and select specialty landscape areas where applicable. All 
lighting will be selected and designed to minimize light trespass beyond the property line.   

The parking lot and perimeter drive areas that comprise most of the site will be illuminated by pole mount 
luminaires with direct, full cut-off illumination.  Luminaires will be mounted on maximum 25’ high poles. 
The LED arrays in these luminaires will have a color temperature of 3500-4000K. At the parking garage, 
LED luminaires will be located within structural bays to provide uniform illumination, using low brightness 
luminaires. At the top deck of the parking garage, lighting poles will match those at the surface parking 
areas. All parking garage lighting will respond to ambient daylight to reduce energy as appropriate. After 
hours, the output of parking lot pole mount lighting will be reduced to 50% output.  Upon sensing motion, 
motion sensors located at each pole will bring lights to full.   

Post top luminaires with luminous elements, located along the main entry drive will provide a visual 
element to delineate the drive as it leads to the main entry of the hospital. Additional luminaires of this 
design/family will be located along the sidewalks that access the hospital from the parking areas located 
around the perimeter of the building.   

Where egress illumination is required around the building perimeter, a combination of wall mount 
luminaires and/or bollards will be used. Wall mount luminaires will be kept to a minimum and bollards or 
landscape lighting will be used wherever possible to provide the illumination levels required. 

Although varying in size, the entry canopies for the main hospital entry and discharge, MOB, and 
Emergency Department entries will be designed to create a warm inviting destination. Uplight located 
within the canopy structure will illuminate the underside of the canopy and provide architectural accent on 
these surfaces that can be seen from a distance to aid in wayfinding. Downlight will be used to accent 
architectural features and provide the illumination levels required for active pedestrian traffic areas.  
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Sign Narrative 

The Sarasota Memorial Hospital wayfinding and signage program will be designed to 

provide patients and visitors with the information they need to reach their destination. 

Exterior signage on a hospital campus is necessary to help patients and visitors navigate 

the site safely, make decisions at intersections, identify the buildings, locate their entrance 

or drop-off point, access parking, and depart. Due to the patient and visitor's potentially 

agitated state of mind, situational urgency, and complexity of the surroundings, hospital 

sites tend to require a higher number of sign locations and larger sign area than a standard 

retail or commercial site. Building and ground mounted signs will be placed at sites which 

reflect the most desirable location for the effectiveness of the overall wayfinding package. 

Actual sign placement may shift slightly, if necessary, to account for underground 

encumbrances or other line-of-site obstructions, so long as the alteration does not decrease 

the effectiveness of the wayfinding program.  

 

The intent of the exterior signage design is to complement the building's design and 

architectural details. Finishes used on the signage may be the same as the architectural 

materials, or be faux finishes to mimic or balance the architectural materials. Construction 

will follow industry standards for architectural signage. Primary construction material will be 

aluminum that is painted and finished. Other materials may include, but are not limited to: 

structural steel, acrylic, vinyl, LED lighting, concrete, limestone, terracotta, and precast.  

 

Sign types used on this site may include the following: 

Primary Monument Signs  

Two primary monument signs may be placed along the frontage of the property, at site 

access points or boundary points.  

1. Each primary monument sign will be single-sided or double-sided with a maximum 

Sign Face Area of 180 sq. ft. as calculated using Section 86-402.h Calculation of 

sign dimensions.  

2. Maximum sign height will be 20 feet tall from grade, not including curb height.  

Each primary monument sign may include changeable copy signs covering up to 50% 

of the maximum Sign Face Area. Changeable copy signs will follow Section 86-402.e 

subsections 3-10. Changeable copy sign standards will include the following:  

a. Timing of message change: messaging shall be static text characters or static 

graphic images, displayed for at least one minute without a change of message. 

Change from one message to the next will happen within a one-to-two second 

interval. 

b. Size of text: text on static graphic images or messaging will not be any smaller than 

three inches in letter height. 

c. Use of graphics and/or video: no video, animated, scrolling or otherwise moving 

changeable message will be used. Static graphics are allowed.  

d. Illumination: changeable copy displays are to include an automatic dimmer control 

mechanism to account for varying natural light conditions. 
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3. Primary monument signs will be internally illuminated such that the logo will glow at 

night, identification of Emergency, if included, will glow red with white copy, and 

destination names, arrows and symbols are cut-out/push through copy that glows at 

night. 

4. Signage will most likely relate to the architectural themes of the building and its 

materials. As such, primary monument signs may or may not include a base, cap and 

columns. 

5. See plan for conceptual placements, understanding that the location and quantity may 

change. 

Secondary Monument Signs  

Secondary monument signs may be placed at site access points along primary frontage 

roads. 

1. Each secondary monument sign will be single-sided or double-sided with a 

maximum Sign Face Area of 120 sq. ft. as calculated using Section 86-402.h 

Calculation of sign dimensions.   

2. Maximum sign height will be 15 feet tall from grade, not including curb height. 

3. Secondary monument signs will be internally illuminated such that the logo will glow 

at night, identification of Emergency, if included, will glow red with white copy, and 

destination names, arrows and symbols are cut-out/push through copy that glows at 

night. 

4. See plan for conceptual placements, understanding that the location and quantity may 

change. 

Building Identification Logo 

Building identification logo(s) may be placed on the primary facades of the building to 

provide optimal visibility and line of site from the site access points. 

1. Primary facades are those elevations of the building that have visibility along main 

roads/thoroughfares or from primary vehicular access points. 

2. Each building identification logo will be a maximum sign area of 300 sq. ft. as 

calculated using Section 86-402.h Calculation of sign dimensions. 

3. Logos will be installed on the building facade with or without a backer panel.  

4. Logos will be internally illuminated. 

 

Building Identification Logo facing I-75 Frontage 

A building identification logo may be placed on the building facade along the I-75 corridor or 

ramp. 

1. Building identification logo facing I-75 frontage will be a maximum sign area of 500 

sq. ft. as calculated using Section 86-402.h Calculation of sign dimensions. 

2. Logo will be installed on the building facade with or without a backer panel.  

3. Logo will be internally illuminated. 
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Ground Vehicular Guide and Parking Identification Signs  

Additional directional/guide and parking identification signs are to be placed as needed 

within the site boundaries. These signs are used to provide directions to visitors entering, 

navigating, and leaving the site and to identify parking opportunities.  

1. Guide and parking signs will be located at decision points or parking entrance 

locations, and sized according to the space available. 

2. Each guide and parking sign will be single-sided or double-sided with a maximum 

Sign Face Area of 24 sq. ft. as calculated using Section 86-402.h Calculation of sign 

dimensions.  

3. Maximum sign height will be 9 feet tall from grade, not including curb height. 

4. Guide and parking signs may be internally illuminated such that identification of 

Emergency, if included, will glow red with white copy, and destination names, arrows 

and symbols are cut-out/push through copy that glows at night. 

5. Non-illuminated signs may use reflective vinyl with or without an external light 

source. 

6. Signs may include the site logo. 

7. Design of guide and parking signs will be more simplistic than monument signs, 

including a base, but not necessarily side column or cap details. 

Above-grade Entrance and Parking Identification Signs 

Identification signs for building entrances and parking garages are intended to provide 

visibility from a distance and help distinguish entrances clearly, so patients and visitors are 

able to use the correct entrance and clearly identify the parking structure from a distance.  

1. Entrance identification signs will be located on the canopy of the drop-off point, near 

the physical entrance, or within line-of-site from the main vehicular drives and 

parking. 

2. Public entrances may have two identification signs to provide visibility from parking 

and visibility from the drop-off lane. 

3. Emergency may have three identification signs to provide visibility from parking, from 

the inner circulation loop, and from the drop-off lane. 

4. Each entrance identification sign will have a maximum Sign Face Area of 40 sq. ft. 

as calculated using Section 86-402.h Calculation of sign dimensions. 

5. Entrance and parking identification signs may be internally illuminated, externally 

illuminated or non-illuminated. 

6. Non-illuminated signs may use reflective vinyl with or without an external light 

source. 

7. Emergency signs will have individual letters that glow red at night, or a cabinet that 

glows red with white copy at night.  

Regulatory Signs 

General information such as no smoking or patient drop-off zones can be shared through 

the use of smaller regulatory signs or through vinyl applications on glass.  

1. Regulatory signs will be placed as needed throughout the site. 
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2. Each regulatory sign will be single-sided or double-sided with a maximum Sign Face 

Area of 10 sq. ft. as calculated using Section 86-402.h Calculation of sign 

dimensions.  

3. Regulatory signs may be reflective or non-reflective with no external illumination. 

4. Regulatory signs will be directly mounted to wall surfaces or to simple painted posts. 
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Civil and Landscape Design Zoning Control Narrative 

General principals and intent 

These Standards serve to establish a cohesive character that is reflective of a healthcare setting and encourage a 
high caliber, lasting quality of the campus. 

The standards that follow define more specific requirements for compliance.  They are intended to provide some 
flexibility, providing that the project meets the general intent.  

The Binding Master plan, coupled with the Zoning Control Narratives for Architectural Design, Signage, Lighting, 
Landscape and Civil Design are intended to establish the zoning requirements for the PCD for SMH-Venice. 

The Tree list has been updated to reflect the trees in three tree types, Palm, Canopy and Understory/Accent. The 
intent of this added clarity is to provide for the ability to interchange like trees for like trees if the need were to 
arise. An example of this would be the following: The S&D plan reflects a “Bucida Buceras”, but due to lack of 
availability of the tree, or the desire to accommodate a different type of canopy tree, the final plan or Certification 
of Occupancy cold accept the swap out of another Canopy Tree, such as the “Bursera Simaruba”. 

Excerpt from the Tree List: 

 

In furtherance of the interpretation authority granted by the City of Venice Comprehensive Plan and Land 
Development code, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to administratively approve minor 
modifications to the standards contained with the SMH – Venice PCD, excluding standards related to 
Density, Building Height, Property Line Buffer Widths, and the addition of permitting uses. Reasonable 
mitigation measures may be imposed by the Zoning Administrator to limit impacts from the requested 
adjustment of the standards. Where the PCD master plan identifies areas for hospital/medical uses the 
developer shall have the option to convert such hospital/medical uses areas to open space uses. 

Examples of minor modifications: 

a) Adjust location of ADA ramps to meet sign, lighting, engineering or landscape design needs 
b) Parking stall/tiers circulation and layout of the parking field location in relation to the building 

would not change, but the circulation and layout of the parking lot could be revised as a minor 
modification as long as it met the binding master plan landscape and parking details 

c) Adjustments of sidewalks to accommodate above ground features, such as but not limited to, 
backflow preventers, FPL transformer pads, landscape, lighting, engineering and signage design 

The above are listed as examples to qualify the intent of a minor modification. 
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· RV, AUTOMOBILE OR TRUCK SALES (NEW AND/OR USED)

· ADULT ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS

· OFF-SITE SIGNS

· RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY AND MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS

PROHIBITED USES:

· MEDICAL, DENTAL AND VETERINARY OFFICE OR CLINIC

· MEDICAL OFFICE

· HEALTHCARE RELATED FACILITY

· HOSPITAL

FUTURE POTENTIAL PHASES

· HOSPITAL (90 ACUTE CARE BEDS)

PHASE 1

PROPOSED LAND USE(S):

*NOTE: ALL SIGNS SHALL COMPLY WITH THE DESIGN STANDARDS

CONTAINED IN THE REZONE APPLICATION REPORT.

SIGNAGE:

SIDE

REAR

FRONT

15

15

PERIMETER

SETBACKS

MAXIMUM  STRUCTURAL HEIGHT OF HOSPITAL/MEDICAL

OFFICE STRUCTURES SHALL NOT EXCEED 85' * (SEE  DESIGN

STANDARDS  CONTAINED IN THE REZONE APPLICATION REPORT. )

EXISTING & PROPOSED ZONING IS PCD.

TOTAL PROJECT AREA: 65.44± AC.

DEVELOPMENT DATA:

1

2

3

4

5
OPEN SPACE:

SETBACKS:

· *60,000 GSF MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING

*(200,000 GSF PER TRAFFIC STUDY )

MINIMUM OF 20% LANDSCAPED OPEN SPACE SHALL BE REQUIRED FOR THE ENTIRE

PROJECT. LANDSCAPED OPEN SPACE MAY INCLUDE BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO

LAKES, WETLANDS, WETLAND BUFFERS, LANDSCAPE BUFFERS, PARKING LOT

LANDSCAPING, FOUNDATION LANDSCAPING. (20% OPEN SPACE IS PROVIDED AND

SHOWN WITHIN PHASE 1 - (FPL EASEMENT,LANDSCAPE BUFFER,FOUNDATION

LANDSCAPE AND PARKING LANDSCAPE))

THE SITE IS IN THE MUC FLUC MAX.  POTENTIAL

F.A.R. IS 1.0 (2,850,566.4 SQ. FT.)

N/A

Certificate of Authorization #27013  l  www.stantec.com
Phone  941-907-6900  l  Fax  941-907-6910
6900 Professional Parkway East, Sarasota, FL 34240-8414

· HURRICANE SHELTER

* PER LU - LR 1.1.1-MIXED USE CORRIDOR (MUC)

10 PARKING:

HOSPITAL : 1.5 SPACES PER BED  (1.5 x 90) = 135 SPACES

MEDICAL OFFICE : 1 SPACE PER 150 SQFT OF NON STORAGE FLOOR AREA (60,000 / 150)

= 400 SPACES

TOTAL REQUIRED PHASE 1a PARKING = 535 SPACES

** PHASE 1 DEVELOPABLE AREA IS GREATER THAN PHASE 1

AREA IN THIS TABLE

*** SEE NOTE #5

11 STANDARDS:

IF A STANDARD IS NOT SHOWN OR INCLUDED IN THE PCD, STANDARDS OF THE CITY'S

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE WILL APPLY.
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Sign locations are conceptual, based upon the shown development. 
Further evaluations of building and ground sign locations will require 
minimal flexibility due to field conditions and building orientation. 
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Zoning District OMI Office Medical Institutional with special 
standards for hospital signage.

Request the following deviations:

1. Monument, guide and entrance identification signs to be 
internally illuminated such that: 

   - Emergency glows red with white copy at night; and

   - Destination names, arrows and symbols are cut-out/ 
     push-thru copy that glows white at night.

2. Internal to the campus, directional signs to have cap and 
base, but no side columns. These signs are placed in tighter 
areas with sidewalk and curb obstacles. Maximum width 
available is necessary for properly sized directional messaging.

Identify the following clarifications:

1. Hospital signage requirements identified as “square feet in 
area” is assumed as “Sign Face Area” not “Sign Structure 
Area.” 

2. Hospital signage requirement does not stipulate maximum 
sign height for monument signs, and it is assumed that the 
two primary monuments may be taller than 15 feet.

Illuminated SMH logo (channel 
letters) sign facing I-75 
right-of-way. Maximum 75 sq 
ft, mounted to building facade.

All remaining directional signs, entrance identification sign 
and parking identification signs allowed up to a maximum 
of 12 sq ft in sign face area per sign. 

Monument sign for Pinebrook Rd frontage. 180 sq ft 
allowed, assuming miminum 60 linear feet of building 
frontage (shared with on-building branding signage facing 
Pinebrook Rd). 

Sign does not include LED board (one allowed per site).

Secondary EMERGENCY sign 
allowed up to 20 sq ft. Future 
sign could be attributed to 
subsequent building along 
Pinebrook Rd.

Monument sign for Laurel Rd E frontage. 180 sq ft allowed, 
assuming miminum 60 linear feet of building frontage. 

Sign to include LED board at maximum 50% sign face area.
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