- 2019 CITY OF VENICE STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The Clty of Vemce WIshes to express its gratltude to the Florrda State Legrslature for 1ts work: to prowde

~ the best-and highest quality oflife for residents of the state and especially, re5|de_nts of Venice. We are -

* greatly thankful for previous support of road reconstruction, beach renourishment, and other actions for

the beneflt of our crtlzens The followmg needs have been ldentlfled by Venlce C|ty Councll The C|ty of

BT lnvested smce 2011 through the FISh and Wlldhfe Research lnstltute (FWRI) in red tlde research

. the causes of red tlde However, the unusuaI hlgh mtensrty and Iong duratron of this year’s Kerenla _A':f

|nclud|ng more than $5 5 m|I||on for a partnersh|p w1th Mote Marlne Laboratory and Aquarlum to study s

brews algal bloom suggests that much research and experlmentatron still needs to be done

Although $2 4 mllllon per year for the past seven years on: average has been |nvested by the state

L f?vthrough the FWRI and on average $785 000 per year has been transferred to Mote llttle headway has :fﬁ

been: made toward determmmg the cause of red tlde and almost no progress has been made toward the

fmltlgatlon ofth|s algal bloom In add|t|on harmful blue-green algae attrlbutable to dlscharges from

. exacerbatlng the red tlde bloom

; :?:; The Clty respectfully requests that the State of Florlda contmue to fund red tide research preferably at a if;

- 'level at Ieast tW|ce the current level untll a satlsfactory mltlgatlon is found for the problem

B Research Center that may provrde answers to not only red tide, but to the que—green algae problem and - S

: :i:” many of the other harmful blooms found worldW|de To establlsh thlS research center would reqU|re an :”

éln addltlon to the current increase ln fundlng request Mote is ready to establlsh a Harmful Algal: Bloom



«rjas th|s year s Keren/a brews, along the Gulf Coast of. FIor|da The C|ty of Venlce has 16 major stormwater S SR

Z:'outfalls, several of Wthh d|scharge stormwater d|rectly across the beach to the Gulf of Mexrco

mcrease the mtensrty and duratlon of harmful algal blooms Phase 1 of thls pro;ect |s to |m plement

'_',stormwater outfall momtormg to assess the pollutant ioading lnto our coastal waters from the |nd|V|dual L

B outfalls After the outfall momtorlng is completed a pr|or|t|zatlon plan Wlll be developed ‘to ldentlfy the

- hlghest pollutant contnbutors and a Phase 2 project I|st wrll be created Phase 2. of thls pro;ect is to

i'-Phase 2 would be mcluded ina future request after the outfall monltonng and pnontlzatlon plan is -

complete

dnver The Clty of Vemce apprecnates the fundlng that has been recelved to date mcludmg FY18

-monltorlng that is currently funded under an actlve state grant agreement




‘Support Home Rule

: :1:“ The Clty of Venlce requests the support of leglslat|on that prowdes for Home Rule authorlty for c1t|es

-A It is |mperat|ve that the state: not |mpose unfunded mandates or reduce the revenue. of local' S

R governments by reducmg taxes such as the Communlcat|on Serwces Tax and the Busmess Tax or

' B. Prowde further reI|ef from the current requlrements in fundlng 175 and 185 pensmn plans, wh|ch ‘

~ canonly be used for enhancements to existing contracts. %:l_-isi S [
' :'._'_-:C Repeal ofthe state lawthat prohlblts Home Rulei in regard to new short-term rental ordmances or.v-.-: '
N :I;;amendlng eX|st|ng ordlnances o L o o o - S SRS
""" Increase‘Programs to Help Homeless,

LR e Because a lack of soual serV|ces lncreases problems for soc1ety, espec1ally for the homeless those Wlthf-:: ; SR
Emental |Ilness and those Wlth alcohol and drug addlctlons the Flor|da Leglslature is encouraged to flnd '

Lo means of helpmg these cntlzens wnth a focus on veterans —in d|re need of serwces Havmg 3;{ -i:; L

- homelessness ina commumty undermmes the welfare of all re5|dents

RRE S Developmgjobs, remstatlng state mental health treatment faC|I|t|es and lncreasmg opportunltles for o S

‘ veterans and others to recelve help to be able to becogmelndependent-andv self_—sufflu_ent are exa‘mp_lesE .

of ways to: |mprove soaety now: and in the future

'Support leglslatlon that preserves local control of transportatlon plannlng, proV|des eqmtable

transportatlon fundlng among mumupalltles and count|es and provndes opportunltles for addltlonal




'VThe Clty of Vemce encourages the Flonda Legrslature to provrde any mcentlves possnble to encourage

crtlzens to retroflt thelr homes and busmesses wrth energy efﬂuent and aIternatlve energy products,... L

and to _orovrdefun_dmg opportunltle_s forE local gov_ernments -to use a_l_ter_n:atlve ene_r'gy prod_uc_ts.

The Clty of Venlce |s opposed to any drllhng for gas oroil |n the Gulf of Mexrco W|th|n 10 mlles of |ts

‘shorelme The beaches are a natural and economlc asset to the area The Clty of Vemce and other Iocal '




