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· • 2019:CITY OF VENICE STATE LEGISLATIV:E PRIORITIES· .. . .. 

· · ·••;•The City .of Veni~e· ~is hes to express its gratitude to the Florida; State L.egislature for its work t() provid~ · · · · 

·' · ·: the b'est and highest quality·ofiife for residents ofthe state: and especially; residents of Venice.:we are · 

greatly thankful for previous support of road reconstruction; beach renourishment, and other actions for 

the ])enefitof.qur citizeni'. Jhe follmiVing need{have beerfidentified· by Veriiee City Council. The City of 

Ve.niee requests your:help with these important projects:.· 

···. Redti.de Research 

Harmful al~al blooms are a statewide problem requiring immediate; consistent and sufficient funding to 

mitjgate this issue. The City of Venic~ gratefully acknowledge the over $17 .3 rri!llion that florida has•: 

· ·:invested since 2011through the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) in red tide research; 

. : : . including more than $5.5 nimlon for a .partnership With Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium to study 

·the causes of rE:!d tide'. However, the unusual high intensity and long durati()n of this YE:!ar's Kerenia. 

brevis algal blc;)om sugge~ts that much research and experimentatjori still needs to be done. 

Although $2.4 million per year fdr the past seven years on average has beeriinvested by.the state ... 

. ·.::through the FWR.1; and on average, $78S,OOO per year has been transferred to Mote; little headway has·:.· 
·- -·· 

. been:rl1ade toward determining the cause of red tide and alm.ost no progress has: been mad~ toward t"'e.: · 

'mitigation ofthis algal bloom. lri addition, harriiful blue~green algae, attributable to dischcfrges from .• 

Lcike Okeet.hobee, co~tinues to find :its way into the Gulfof Mexj(o ~hd may even hav~ a role in • · · 

. : exacerbating the red. tide bloom. : 

.. . . .. . .. . . .. - . . .. . .. . .. . . 

. . . •:•The City respecrj'ully requests that the State of Florid!'I contjnueto furid red tide research, preferably at a::· 
... .... . ···- . 

· 1.evel at least hvite th~ current level, until a satisfactory mitigation is found for the problem. : 
. . . . 

:i"n addition to the current increase h:dundirig request) Mote is ready to establish a Harmful Algal jBloom 

... Research Ceriter that may provide answers fo not only red tide, butto the blue-gree~ algae problem and . 

'· many of the other harmful: blooms found worldwide. To establish this research center would. re.quire an·: 
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. investment ()f$3 ~illio.n pe~ year .fdr the n.ext five years. The City ()fVerike r~spectfully reque~ts ttiat. ·. 

·;. tlie State of Florida .indude thi~ aiiriual funding in th.e riext budgetcycle. 

Storniwatef Outfall Monitoring and Water Quality Treatment::• . · • 

This multi-p~ase project is intendE?d to decrease tfie intensity and :duration of, harmful algal blooms, sucti . 
-··-

:as th is year's Kerenia: brevis, along the Gulf Coast of Florida. The City of Ver:riCe has 16: niajor stormwater 
.. -· . . . - - . 

• .. outfalls, several of which discharge: stormwater directly across the beach to the Gulf of Mexico; .... · . 

Stor..,-iwater discharges can b¢ a contrib~tor to poor water quality ari(f pollutant.loading, 1.~(hich can . • · 

increase the intensity and duration of harmful algal blooms. Phase 1 of this project is to implement :·. · · 

. stqrmwater outfall monitoring t:o assess the pollutant loading into our coastal waters from the irrdh~idual . - -· ·-

• • outfalls. After:the outfall moniforing is comp1¢ted, a prio:ritizaticrn plan will be. developed to identify the 

.. highest pollutant contributors and a Ph.ase i project list will be cre~ted .. Phase 2 of this project •is td • .. 

impienient structural and: non-structural best management practices at the higbesfpriority sformwater ..• 

outfalls.to pro~ide a dec~ease in polh.1tant loading at these putfall lo~ations. 

; The City respectfully: requests $600,000 in'. fllriding tci implemerjt Phase 1 qfthis project Funding fo'.r 

•··Phase 2 would be intluded in a future request after the. c}utfall tnonitoringand. prioritization plan:is : 

complete. 

• Beach Renourishment 

•• · Renourish.irigthe beach. serves to protect the.safety and welfare of this Flprid~ coastal ctjmmunity .. • 

Reriourishmeritis importantfor storm protection, marinetur):le nesting•and as atqurism/~cqnomic . 

driver. The City of Venice app~eciates the fundirigthat ha~ been received to dat.e; including FYi8 

. monitoring that is currently funded und.er an active state grant agreement; .• 

:The City requests ongoing legislath.ie suppoltfor the statewide beach renouri~hment an~ inlet:• ... 
. . 

managemeritprogram, as this will provide funding availability as we move toward our next 

renowi~hment¢vent in 2()25. The City also continu:es to s~pport the sta~e as it~eeks new methods t(j. ·: · • 

resolve erosion issoes. 
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:Support Home Rule 

. : : The City _of Venice requeststhe:support of legislatio.ri that provides for Home Rule. authority for Cities . · 

. : . and counties to :n;ake decisions that reflect the 8niq~e needs of the community arid the wis~es of its 

'citizens ... • · · 

A_. Jt is imperative that the state'not impose·unfunded mandate~ or reduce the revenue. of local.: . 

. • . goverilm~nts by reducing taxes, such as the Coriirriunication Services Tax and the Business Tax,• or 

•:through the $50~0_00 Homestead Exemption, that:affect local government:. 

B. Provide further relief from the current requirements in funding 175 and 185 pension plans, which 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . 

can only be used for enhancements to existing contracts. : . 
. ···- ., . . . . ·-

· C. Repeal of the state.law that prohibits Home Rule in regard·to new short~term rental ordinances or . : 

· · · •: .. ameridii-ig existing ordinanC:es::: 

Increase P~ograms~o Help ttomeless~ 

; Mental :mne~s and Addktion; Especia.lly for Veterans 

... Becatise a lack bf social services increases problems for soci~ty;. especl<iliy for the. _homeless~ those with:· 

mental illness, and those with alcoh()I and drug addictions; the Florida Legislature is encouraged to find 

means of helping these Citizens;.,. with a focus on veter;:uis- in dire need of services. Having 

... homelessn.iss ih .a corrimunity underillines the welfare of all res_idents. 

Develbpin_g jobs, reinstating state mental health treatmentfacil!ties, a~rl increasing :opportLmities for : •. 

. veterans a~d _others to re_celve help to be able to become independent and self-sufficient are examples• . 

:of ways to•ir:nprove society now and in the .filture. 

· .·: Transportaticm:Funding: 

· Suppc:iit legislation that preserves lo.cai control ohransportation planning, provides equitable · 
. -· ... 

~rari$portation funding arriong niuniC:ipalities and countie$; and provides opporj:unitie$ for additional 

options for municipal transportation .infrastructure projeets. 



I ru:enth1es for Alternative Energy _and-Energy ConservatiOn and Efficiency_ -

• • .11'nprovenients • •- --: -: 

•--The City (){venice ~~~du rages the Floridalegislatur~ to provide any incenti~e~ possible to encourage 

citizens to retrofittheir homes and ~usinesses with energy efficient and altermi:tive:energy products; •- -:- • 

and to provide funding opportunities for: local ~overnmentst() use alter:~ative ~nergy pro~uC:t~. 

-No Oil oi" Gas:Di"illiilg •- -

The City of Ve11ice is opposed to any Ci rilling for gas or oil i_nthe Gulf of Mexico within 10 miles of its : - -

shoreline. The beaches are a natural and economic asset to the an~a. The City of Venice and otherfocal 

-- government entities haye joined irta commitment t6 pr~serve the ecological balance •and natural beauty ---

: _"of the area, which such drilling activities threaten. 

-T-he tity ofVeiiic_e Supports the Florida League of qties'-Legislative Prioritie~ for --

2019. 
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