




My name is Jon Sorber 

My wife, Jennifer and I own the home, and my mother owns a life estate, at 1000 

Laguna Drive, right next door, to the North, of 998 Laguna (the property in 

question). 

My 79 year old Mother, Mary Ellen Sheets, and her husband Tom, are the legal 

residents of the home and they are here with me today. 

I am here in protest of the use of 998 Laguna Drive and 849 Laguna Drive by the 

Freedom Boat Club franchise, the Freedom Boat Club franchise headquarters and 

John Giglio, as commercial property, which clearly violates the current Residential 

zoning status. 

Since Mr. Boon tried to have my testimony excluded from this hearing the last 

time we met, I thought it would be important to mention why I am so adamant 

that Freedom Boat Club not continue to be allowed to violate Venice zoning 

ordinances and attempt a back door rezoning of our neighboring properties. We 

purchased our home at 1000 Laguna, along with my mother and her husband, 

with the intent of them enjoying a peaceful life estate for their retirement. In the 

meantime, my wife and I, our kids and grandkids, would also enjoy this property 

as our sunny vacation home. When that sad day happens that my mom and Tom 

move on to greener pastures, my wife and I plan on becoming permanent 

residence of this property and enjoying a peaceful retirement there. My wife and 

I, ultimately, are the ones stuck with the noise and property devaluation from 

having residential properties illegally rezoned commercial around our retirement 

home. 

We do not want commercial property right next door or across from our home. 

We purchased the home knowing that there was residential property, not 

commercial property, surrounding our home. We never would have purchase our 

home and renovated it at such great expense if there was commercial property 

next door. 



Commercial property next door, or across the street from our home, will greatly 

diminish the value of our property. 

Since Mr. Giglio and Freedom Boat Club took possession of 998 Laguna, in April, 

10-11 months ago, we have consistently witnessed 3-4 rental boats being rented 

out, and/or stored, at the larger, North, dock, right next to our dock, and 2 boats 

out of the second, smaller, South, dock at the South end of 998 Laguna. This 

commercial use, not only clearly violates the City of Venice's own zoning 

ordinance, we have noticed increased noise from people, boat traffic, ship to 

shore radios, clainging rental sailboat masts, and car traffic that was not there 

prior to Freedom Boat Club's purchase of this residential property. This increased 

noise and traffic, that I have personally witnessed while staying at our 

neighboring home, is happening from customers and employees on the road side 

of our house from Freedom Boat Club's other residential property across the 

street, right next door from 998 Laguna Drive, and next to our dock where we 

park our boats and try to enjoy peace and quiet. There are people from Freedom 

Boat Club on and off these residential docks from around 6:00am into the evening 

hours. This did not happen prior to Freedom Boat Club's purchase of this 

property. 

One boat was parked at 998 Laguna, moored to the seawall, for months (recently 

moved), that hung over on our property and they have installed permanent cleats 

and dock pads (which are still there) so this is not temporary storage. (See pie #1) 

998 Laguna has 2 docks on its premises. I have heard mention that the South dock 

does not belong to 998 Laguna. I dispute this as the previous owner of 998 

Laguna, Max Corzilius, also owned our house and the house to our North (3 

consecutive properties in a row). All docks are made of the same material by the 

previous owner. There are also matching dock lights on all of these docks, 

including this small dock. And, this small dock is on the 998 Laguna side (North 

side) of a gate between 998 Laguna and the next property to the South. I also 

found a listing on Zillow that states 998 Laguna has 2 docks (see pie #2). And 

finally, I brought a stamped survey by Brigham/ Allen Land Surveying, which 

further proves that the South Dock at 998 unquestionably belongs to the 



residential property at 998 Laguna and not the Freedom Boat Club property. I 

want to make sure the property lines don't shift in an attempt to make the South 

dock commercial as well. 

I have also heard that Freedom Boat Club just wants to "store inventory" at 998 

Laguna. Since their "inventory" is boats that is still commercial use, which clearly 

violates residential zoning and should not be allowed. Any grey area in the 

application of current zoning laws will not serve the community well. 

I have concerns of Freedom Boat Club employees and customers parking at 998 

Laguna and their other residential property across the street at 849 Laguna as 

Freedom Boat Club is already very short on parking. They have overflow parking 

down the road somewhere as they use a golf cart to shuttle customers to and 

from their business to that parking. More boats means more car parking and 

more traffic. 

In January of 2018, Cheri Grabau, the previous property manager of 998 Laguna 

(who tried to broker the sale of the property to me, but I was not interested) 

informed me that, at that time, Freedom Boat Club had offices in their acquired 

property at 849 Laguna (diagonally across from our home), in effect violating 

zoning ordinances again. I have also recently learned, from the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection that Freedom Boat Club is operating 

under a Submerged Lands Lease in the name of Golf View Marina Holdings LLC. 

Their lease only allows for 19 slips and no boats moored along the seawalls. This 

limitation was put into place to protect the manatees that we used to see in the 

lagoon. Freedom Boat Club moors approximately 26 boats under this lease and is, 

again, in violation of more zoning ordinances. These zoning violations are nothing 

new to Freedom Boat Club. 

And finally, I am wondering how John or Lisa Giglio would feel about me buying 

their neighboring homes at 917 or 711 Shaketta Creek Drive and parking moving 

truck "inventory" in those front yards. How would the board feel about a trucking 

company parking and maintaining trucks in your neighbor's front yard? If your 

neighbor rezoned their property from residential to commercial, would it increase 

your property values or decrease your property values? 



These two properties, (998 and 849 Laguna) being used as commercial properties 

increase traffic on the water right next to our dock, and, increase noise and traffic 

right by our house, in effect, reducing our peace and quiet and reducing our 

property values. To date, over the past year, I have spent well over $10,000 in 

attorney fees and travel costs to fly down here specifically for this hearing and the 

past 3 delayed hearings and we have done nothing wrong. How much has the city 

of Venice invested in, not only creating the current zoning ordinances, but in 

trying to enforce this zoning violation by Freedom Boat Club? 

This is our 4th time meeting here to try to resolve this over the last year. I am 

requesting that the city of Venice follow their own zoning laws and stop this 

spread of illegal commercial property use immediately. 












