


















































What we really need to do to save Florida's water.
Restore Our Water Law

We have been polluting or lakes, rivers, and streams for a long time, and now it’s coming back to haunt
us. Fertilizer runoff from Farm Fields is a problem. Manure runoff from areas where livestock are
concentrated is a problem. Runoff from our yards and lawns are a problem. Failed septic systems are
also a problem. This is called nutrient loading. Algae blooms in toxic red tide is made worse by nutrient
loading. Red tide has been around forever but never this toxic and never lasting this long. Red tide will
destroy the economy of Florida, kill marine life, and make everyone sick. Nutrient loading is 3 major
contributor to toxic red tide. Here is a law we must pass to greatly reduce this nutrient ioading.

Buffer Zones

All fand, public and private, that is tilled too grow crops, or have livestock concentrated in one area,
such as milking pariors, polled heifers, turkey barns, hog pens, and feed lots, will have a 50 foot
undisturbed soil buffer zone along all sides of lakes, rivers, streams, drainage ditches, and drain tile. No
fertilizer can be applied in the buffer zone. If the buffer zone is fenced no livestock can be within the
buffer zone. The fine will be $1 per day per foot of non-compliant land. The law will be enforced and
fines will be collected by the state Environmental Department. The law will go into effect 1 year after
Passage.

Residential Lawn Fertilizer

This law is in effect for all lands public and private. Residential lawn fertilizer can only be applied by a
licensed professional. This professional must follow all local and state laws. The law will be enforced and
fines collected by the State Environmenta!l Department. The fine will be $1,000 per occurrence. The law
will go into effect 1 year after passage.

Septic Testing

This law is in effect for all lands public and private. All septic tanks and systems in this State will be
tested within two years by a licensed professional. All failed systems will have one year to be repaired or
abandoned. Tanks and systems must then be tested at least every 10 years. The fine will be $10 per day
for septics still in use after the one-year repair or abandonment period. The fine will be enforced and
collected by the State Environmental Department. The law will go into effect 1 year after passage.

Florida Friendly Landscape

This law is in effect for all lands public and private. All new construction will include Florida friendly
landscaping. No Saint Augustine grass. The fine will be $1,000 per occurrence. The fine will be enforced
and collected by the State Environmental department. The law will go into effect 1 year after passage.

Contact your local state Representative and Senator and tell them to sponsor the Restore Qur Water
Law. Remember they work for you.

State representative James Buchanan has requested a meeting with me February 1st to discuss this law
and I will ask for his endorsement and sponsorship.

Venice area;



district 23 State senator Joe Gruters 941-914-2004 gruters.joe@flsenate.com

District 74 State representative James Buchanan 850-717-5074 james.buchanan@myfloridahouse.gov

Governor Ron DeSantis Governorron.desantis@myflorida.com

Other things we can do;

Remember to pick up your pet waste.

Compost your food scraps or put them in the garbage, not in the garbage disposal.
Blow or sweep your grass clippings off your driveway and sidewalk back into the lawn.

Restore Our Water Law has been produced by Kehoe Consulting 1314 Mango Avenue Venice FL 34285
idkehoe@gmail.com 715-497-9133. Kehoe consulting works on many projects all dependent on public
funding. All contributions with Restore Our Water Law in the check memo will be spent on the passage
of this law. Thank you. Joe Kehoe.




Date:

o Yoo Cruneil,

On December 11, 2018, the City Commission for the City of North Port unanimously passed
Resolution No. 2018-R-34 which requests the Governor of the State of Florida to reinitiate
the public hearing and adoption process for the Statewide Stormwater Treatment Rule.

The City of North Port requests that you adopt and transmit a similar resolution of support
to the Governor and other appropriate State officials.

The State of Florida's waters continue to experience severe and prolonged harmful algae
blooms associated with red tide and blue-green algae. These harmful algae blooms have had,
and continue to have, an adverse impact on both the State of Florida’s economy and natural
ecology. Harmful algae blooms are fueled by nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients which have
been increasing in Florida’s waterways.

A significant source for these nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients is stormwater runoff from
suburban and urban landscapes. Stormwater best management practices (i.e., stormwater
ponds) are required to intercept this stormwater runoff and reduce these pollutants prior to
their discharge to waters of the State of Florida (i.e,, bays, estuaries, rivers, etc.). It has been
assumed that such stormwater best management practices reduce pollutant loads, including
nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients, by 80% based upon the State of Florida’s presumptive
criteria.

The State of Florida, through the Department of Environmental Protection and the water
management districts collected water quality data. This led to a recognition that this
presumptive criterion was inadequate to assure that state water quality standards were
being mitigated with respect to nitrogen and phosphorus nutrient pollutant loads. In
response to this recognition, the State of Florida embarked on a multi-year process that
engaged Florida’s academic research institutions, stormwater experts, and water quality
stakeholders. This process culminated in 2010 with an updated Statewide Stormwater
Treatment Rule and a design manual to specifically address nitrogen and phosphorus
nutrient runoff. This Statewide Stormwater Treatment Rule was scheduled for public
hearings and adoption in 2011 but was abandoned by the incoming governor of the State of
Florida.

Sincerely,

Peter D. Lear, CPA, CGMA
7 A3T 7073



City of R orth Port

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-R-34

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA, REQUESTING THAT THE
GOVERNOR REINITIATE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION PROCESS FOR THE
STATEWIDE STORMWATER TREATMENT RULE; INCORPORATING RECITALS; PROVIDING

FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, the State of Florida's Waters continue to experience severe and prolonged harmful
algae blooms associated with red tide and blue-green algae; and

WHEREAS, these harmful algae blooms have had and continue to have an adverse impact on both
the State of Florida’s economy and natural ecology; and

WHEREAS, these harmful algae blooms are fueled by nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients which
have been increasing in Florida's waterways; and

WHEREAS, a significant source for these nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients is stormwater runoff
from suburban and urban landscapes; and

WHEREAS, stormwater best management practices (i.e., stormwater ponds) are required to
intercept this stormwater runoff and reduce these pollutants prior to their discharge to waters of the
State of Florida {i.e., bays, estuaries, rivers, etc.); and

WHEREAS, it has been assumed that such stormwater best management practices reduce
pollutant loads, including nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients, by 80% based upon the State of Florida’s
presumptive criteria; and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida through the Department of Environmental Protection and the
water management districts, collected water quality data which led to a recognition that this presumptive
criteria was inadequate to assure that state water quality standards were being mitigated with respect to
nitrogen and phosphorus nutrient pollutant loads; and

WHEREAS, in response to this recognition, the State of Florida embarked on a multi-year process
that engaged Florida’s academic research institutions, stormwater experts, and water quality
stakeholders, culminating in 2010 with an updated Statewide Stormwater Treatment Rule and a design
manual to specifically address nitrogen and phosphorus nutrient runoff; and



Resolution No. 2018-R-34

WHEREAS, this Statewide Stormwater Treatment Rule was scheduled for public hearings and
adoption in 2011 but was abandoned by the governor of the State of Florida.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA,
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1 ~ INCORPORATION OF RECITALS

1.01 The above recitals are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and correct and are
incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 2 - RESOLUTION

2.01 The City of North Port, Florida requests that the governor of the State of Florida immediately
direct the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation, in association with all the State Water
Management Districts, to reinitiate the public hearing and adoption process for the Statewide
Stormwater Treatment Rule.

SECTION 3 — CONFLICTS

3.01 Inthe event of any conflict between the provisions of this Resolution and any other resolution or
portions thereof, the provisions of this Resolution shall prevail to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4 — SEVERABILITY
4.01  If anysection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or unconstitutional
by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the validity of the

remaining portions of this Resolution.

SECTION 5 — EFFECTIVE DATE

5.01 This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the City Commission of the City of
North Port, Florida.

PASSED and DULY ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of North Port this L\_ day of
December 2018.

CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA

2

CRRISTOPHERHANKS
MAYOR
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Resolution No. 2018-R-34

KATHRYN PETO
CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CORRECTNESS:
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