Venice Planning Commission

Re: Willow Chase Amended Landscape Plan Dec. 18, 2018

My name is Bob McGinn and I am a resident of Willow Chase. I have lived here
three years and spent two years on the Board. In twenty-five years of Board
participation in condos and now HOA, I have never seen this degree of resident
participation as exists in the Willow Chase community. Some of it has been
beneficial, particularly in maintenance and boardwalk building. However, the
degree of control the Landscape Committee exhibits is beyond reasonable. I am here
to request the denial or modification of this plan for the following reasons.

Primarily this plan is arbitrary and capricious. It does not have the support
of the residents and does not follow accepted streetscape design.

This plan was not created by Kimley-Horn. It was created by a resident and
Landscape Committee member, Peter Constant. Kimley Horn made a few
minor changes to his plan, attached their name, and submitted it.

The Willow Chase Boards, both past and current, are abrogating their
fiduciary responsibility by endorsing this costly and unnecessary venture.

Origin

Mr. Constant, in 2016, decided, after reading an article, that street oak trees
were the cause of heaving sidewalks and would pose a liability to our
community.

With the approval of the Board of Directors, and the cooperation of J & T
Holland nursery, he devised a plan for the removal and replacement of all
street trees. Tree removal and replacement would be done in three phases
over two years, 2017 and 2018.

In the spring of 2017, Mr. Constant and Jeff Ritchie, Landscape Committee
Chair, arranged for the removal and replacement of 39 trees as part of Phase
One.

Although only a few of the street trees actually caused problems, (sidewalk
heaving) all 39 were r¢  yved.

Replacement trees included Fringe Tree, Youpon Holly, Shady Lady, and
Japanese Blueberry. None of which are guaranteed to not heave sidewalks.



¢ Placement of these trees was capricious and arbitrary and destroyed the
symmetry and harmony of the community.

e At no time was the plan or cost submitted to the residents for approval. No
requests for changing the tree in front of a residence were allowed. At the
March 2017 annual meeting, Mr. Constant made himself available to explain
the plan but not modify it.

e As a Board member, I was made aware of a petition by twenty-eight residents
opposing the plan.

e In December 2017, Mr. Shrum made it known to the Board President, John
Singer, that this plan was in violation of City code and an amended plan
needed to be submitted. This is the plan. Apparently, Lee Wetherington
submitted an entire community plan to the city instead of just the one facing
Laurel Rd.

History

¢ To my knowledge, neither Mr. Constant nor Mr. Ritchie have qualifications
or experience in streetscape architecture or tree removal and replacement.

¢ As Board representative to the Landscape Committee, I recommended
supervision by a licensed arborist. Neither Mr. Ritchie nor Mr. Constant
would hear of it. An arborist was finally hired after the trees were planted.

e The proposal for the new trees required size and quality specifications. When
asked after the planting if these requirements were followed, I was
summarily ignored and later verbally castigated. I was later told that they
took whatever trees Holland had to get the job done.

e The quality of the trees was dismal at best. An arborist has mentioned that
they were not planted deeply enough and the root balls may not have been
trimmed.

¢ There was no evidence that the plantings adhered to Sarasota County
Statutes regarding protection from runoff.

¢ There were no provisions made for watering replacement sod. Mr. Ritchie
took hoses, trespassed on residents’ property and appropriated water from
their outside faucets.


















