


















Florida SW Gulf Coast Coalition of Mayors 
Mission Statement: A Comprehensive Think Tank 
Focused on SW Gulf Coast Environmental Issues. 

Goal: To Achieve a High Sustainable Environmental Quality of Life. 
July 28, 2.018 

https://www.fox13news.com/news/355019318-video 
FYI Watch the above video sent in by Charlette Roman 

Vice Chair -Marco Island City Council 
FYI Google- "Dead Zone Louisiana Guir' 

,.., Never forget that the above could be our Florida future,.., 
Public education is a Number One Goal for both residents and future residents. 

FACT: Our Nutrient runoff issue is High Priority which explodes algae blooms. 
Main goal: reduction of nitrogen/fertilizer run off from our land masses. 

Analysis of direct canal sewer releases in vintage neighborhoods 
need to be placed as a high priority and to remedy ASAP. 

Conventional septic systems are not presently designed to remove nitrogen. 
Upgrades of septic systems must include enhanced nitrogen reducing technology. 

Sewage treatment ma~terplans and technology must be be analyzed to 
accommodate all future development. 

"State of the Art" waste treatment principles need to be implemented. 
FACT: Red tide is fed by nutrient/fertilizer run off and has caused this on going 

devastation to both our wildlife and to our economy. 
Google- Larry Brand- University of Miami Marine Biology - red tide -

Water quality monitoring must be reinstated and on a frequent basis. 
Reinstate the "Algae Task Force" and expand the environmental I water 

management agencies ASAP. 
Should a "Building Moratorium" be on the table? 

Should limits to residential density be created? 
"Leaking septic tanks serve as fuel to keep the blooms going - like pouring 

gasoline on a fire" Florida Department of Health 
FYI Amendment# 1- Do not forget it overwhelmingly passed in 2014 but was 

ignored by the Florida Legislature- they failed to use this money to conserve land! 
Hot line DEP Report a Bloom: www.reportalgalbloom.com 

Or Call 855-305-3903 
Fish Kill Hot Line: 800-636-0511 / Injuries-Wildlife Alert: 888-404-3922 
Contact Thea N Nelson - tnnelson@aol.com - Keep our Think tank going .... 
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Larry Brand, professor of-rn~ri~~ .bi~logy and:etology at the · 
Rosenstiel School of M.arine and Atmospheric Sdence, (ollects 
a sample of water at one of his roughly 100 sites aaoss_ Florida 
aJfd thdverglades. - _ _ · 
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__ Red Tide Q&A 
By ROBERT C. JOMES JR. 
Ur-..'NERSm· OF ~·fr.-\.\::C _ ~-
., - < 

Brand, and 1'>'-:.:::i: i~c tzs 
done.to Tnake ~4=-511_~3J1e 2 
curse to some scientists 

-. As r~d ti~e has evolv~d ·. and biireaucrats and : 
. from occasional Pe_&·. '. policy~:&ai<JfS!S'lise hfsC:-~ ~::; 
· .. _to regular lllen~ce m ... · .. :· l pianist's· fingers to point at.·· ' 

Southwest F1onda, th,e ·: . . 1 a reason fur the increas- · 
standard.Jiiie ?~en heaJ:d: : '. ingly n~(ms bioo=~" 
from the states power · · · The Iorio:.. time pesiiion 
brokers Q.~ bee1:1 that it's ~ of Brand, ~ e:qJen in 
naturally 9Gcurnng eyent, · the ecology of algae and 
~ut o~r thexe~, phytoplankton, has been 

. U.qivers1ty of Miami thafred tide has been . 
. . marine b~<>logy ~d . getting-Jv.oise because < · 

.. _ecology prpfessor Lai:ry ,,_ industry an:d developm.ent 
BI"a?d b~ .been ~t.o?ds 1 are dumping nitrogen, . 
attimes~thpolitiqans ·: ; the.pripcipalingredientof . 

_ and _agenqes such a.$ ~ote I fert:iliier, onto .the land and : 
. Mani;ieLabo;atory; which: ·· flushing it into F1orida's 
d~~s 1ts .. red tide reporto.n : . rivers and streams, which · · 
.V1Sltbeaclies.org._ . .. __ · ; -··' eventuallycarryit out .. 

The-Herald~Tiibune c. to.the Gulf. Brand isn't 
· once wrote this about him: completely alone on· 

'~Ip. the altem~tive - _ this: Harvard biologist _ 
. ~erse. ofl'.londa re~t. Lewis Agassiz connected 

. -tide res~arcll• the devil nitrogen runoff to illgal . 
_- wears, not,Pr~da, bµt :. ; · bloopis-135 ye~s ago> 

off-brand Jeans and _a shirt And now nearly a · . . 
. tharre~·'6os:~a~ _ ce4tllfy';ap.d~a hcilflater; 
plaid, He IS t~ and~ , Florida may be_ paying 
-an?ther_~ter on~ the pricefor its leaders· -·. 
d~s~~ed hiffi.as ;esem: . ignoring the connection,. 

. bling alon~-pine -WI~ especiallyinrecentyears. 
. _ _ long, narrow hands that riff This smi:rrner the 

through stacks of scientifi<;: death ohnarin~ life has " 
data like he's playing 'reached unprecedented 
jazz. He _is called Larry - - -

- ~ 7"·:-< e.-:a -me C2.l-cass of a research in tills area. 
v.ilale shark have washed What major study _on re~ ... 
up. The turtles ~e .dying tide are wu curre!J.tly '. ·: :· · 
at twice the normal rate, cQrtducting>.'1fid wh~t's.:: · 
and barely.past inid-year; the imp6rtan~ of that ·,: _ ,. 
more manatees have investigati9nL . . '.; 
perished t:Iifili in all of · Of itll the differen.t'types 
2017. Pelicans, double- . of Harmful Algal Blooms . ; . 
crested cormorants, and · · · around the world, the I 
mallard and In.tittled duckS . Florida red tide iS the · ! 
have ~so been affe~ed.: : only one t6 be examined 
And what's worse is-that . catefullf for the toxic ' ' > 
authorities have sald'the 'aerosols that it produces~- ,' 

· · wUdlife found'deadJs-only I, along with some of - : , . 
a fraction of the actual toll my colleagues, am now 

". because most of the dead' 'examiningifother types.of 
animals sink t.o the bottom · algae are also producins : 
Of the sea. .. . toxic aerosols, paiticu'- ' · .. 

Here's Bi:and'stake - · Iarly the ones currently-._ ; 
on2018:s econoWiic.µiy ·• causi!J.gproblems'iti.' .... 
crushing eventthat has ' Lake OkeeChobee; the • · 
largely kept residents Caloosahatch~e River, st . · · · i 

' . • al' and octll<lT"<T ,, ftomregularlygoingto Lµc1ecan _ .. ""'.~~J• ... 
·.the beach for months and Indian River Lagoon, and' 

tuur'tSts from ;,isiting. " F1orida Bay. · . 
"' .. · · -- ·-- ·----~~--~' "HQw¢ticallyimpoitant 
Wnv is this particular ' · ·t· ...... ...,..: earch. · ·.ISI WiUillOre:res. . : ,. · 

- red tide illcident iri . --~ _ be done on red tide, even 
: Southv.rest Floriqa so .bad? given the current politiCal 
It started·in October and · climate when research 
has~ted \ve)! :Pust 1h:e ·· . funding is dwindling'? 
normalseason.: ·. Ofgreatimportanceis · . 

. · ·Jt i!! probably primarily identifying and quantifying 
· because of the large · < the relative importance ._ . 
. amourit of nutrient·rich' of the different sources_ of~ 
; water conllJ1g-down the . nutrients, such as fertilizer 
'' CaloosahatcheE; River into and sewage, that feed ' 
'the coastal waters.' . the red tide:and make it ' 

, FISh, sea turtles; and · worse. This iillormatioil · 
nianateesarea,mongthe iSneededin.oriierto . · 

' caslialties of the red tide reduce:the iunount Of 
· . on Florida's sou:thn·lfil ·. . nutrieritS. Unforturiately 
,·coast. What impact does a lot of diSinformation.'is 

· . it have on human health, , promulgated by econprnic 
and \\<'ilat precautions • ' and politic~ 5pecial - . 
should people 4tke'? interestS aboutthe sources _ • 

. . . .Breveto:xin produced by . of nl.ttrien~; so we nee4 .; . · 
:- ·the red tide is a powerful · objectivefactsto co~ter-. ·. · .. 

neurotoxin. Hospital this and provide accurate.· ·· 
records along the west information to the public« .· 
·coast of Florida show a so · d li ak · · .. an po cym . ers; , . . 
percent increase in people · Jnformatioµ from:t~e_~ . l 
going to the hospital for Sun, Herald-Tribune.and • · ' 

--various types of respiratory the News-Press supple~. 
distress and a 40 percent mented tliifreport. · · 
increase for gastroin- . -- - - -
tel!tinal distress.People. 
s:t).ould·notswilnin the ·- .. -' · 
water, eat seafood .. from,it, ·. ·1· 

. or breathe the air n~ it 
· What kinds of efforts,- ·"" -: 
if any, can be initiated to .. , 
combat red tide· and lessen · 
its impact?-- ·: : · · · · - · 

,. < , >There are no short-term 
solutions to this problem.' · I 
Lcirtgte.rn;i,_w~~nee.dto ... · .. _ . 

YI--. 
~-reduce 'the nutrients that'' - - -

..... ~·~feedtheredtideand.m8ke. ·1--------




















