JoAnne Brewer

From: kamalaphughes@yahoo.com

Sent: Monday, March 06, 2017 8:55 PM

To: Planning Commission; City Council

Subject: Hotel request / Rezoning proposal for 775 / 805 S. Tamiami Trail

March 6, 2017
To Venice City Council members, Venice Planning Commission members,

As an impacted resident, on Thursday, March 2nd, | attended the neighborhood public workshop regarding
the referenced project in the subject line above. The workshop was provided by Daniel Scippo of RMEC LLC on
behalf of Daniel Singh of DAUS Investments, LLC. While | understand that the owner, Mr. Singh, is required to
provide information to the City of Venice regarding the attendance and feedback from surrounding neighbors,
| felt that | would be remiss if | did not follow though with comments in my own words.

Both prior to and after the meeting, | looked through the municode sight for both Sarasota and Venice, and |
have been left with some questions and a number of concerns.

Per the Sarasota County municode site, a neighborhood public workshop that includes a Special Exception
(Hotel use of CG district) as part of the proposal must be attended by a county planner to explain the process.
To my knowledge, no one from the county attended the meeting, or at least they did not announce
themselves nor address the zoning questions which were posed by the residents to the project
representatives. Does Venice also follow this requirement? How can | ensure that | am kept informed of the
next steps?

As | noted in the code, considerations that are in the hands of the zoning commission include Appendix A
section 3.12.3 a, 5) which is to determine whether the proposed change will adversely influence living
conditions in the neighborhood. The proposal of a 103 room, 4 story hotel complex with restaurant and bar
will certainly have a negative impact to Guild ,Golf and Pinegrove Drives and Country Club Estates. The
conceptual design of the hotel calls for removing all trees from the site and building a six foot wall directly
adjacent to the backyards of several homes, robbing them of their privacy. Employee parking proposed across
Pinegrove Drive and patron parking in front of the hotel are opposed to VUD, which | imagine exists for good
reason. | am also concerned that increased traffic at this location, including crossing Pinegrove for hotel
employees, will result in hotel patrons using residential streets to cut corners and certainly increase safety
concerns for everyone.

There are a number of large pine trees located at 775 S. Tamiami Trail. | reviewed the Sarasota County tree
ordinance prior to the meeting and noted that it is possible that some of those trees may qualify as Grand
Trees, but the project representatives have not conducted a tree study and their current proposal doesn’t
seem to include one. | am concerned that this property could be leveled before such a study is done.

In April of 2014, an article in the Sarasota paper sited Visit Sarasota as advising Venice city council members
that more hotels are needed close to the beach. Mayor John Holic is quoted as saying that there are ‘sites pre-
approved for buildings up to 65 feet tall, two of which are on the Island of Venice. One of those sites was
recently redeveloped from an apartment complex to a hotel, opened and then closed’ which calls into
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guestion if there is a true need. And this as well from the mayor as quoted ‘Venice’s appeal for many is the
small town feel, free of what many cities deal with’. | certainly echo that. This plan to build a Four Seasons by
Sheraton hotel at this location will be the first big step in eroding the Old Florida charm of Venice. Per
Appendix A 3.12.3 a, 8) the zoning commission should also consider whether it is possible to find other
adequate sites in the county [city] for proposed use already permitting use. While any site would require
approval of a hotel structure as Special Exception, there must be other locations that would be more
successful for a hotel, as the 775 Tamiami Trail location offers no amenities within walking distance. If an
additional modern hotel on the Island is deemed necessary, the site of the Circus Arena would provide access
to biking on Legacy Trail and a marina across the street. The site of the former Pineapples restaurant is right
next to Venice Avenue with walking distance to shops and restaurants and could be built higher than the 4
story proposal to accommodate the room count required by the developer.

| know that in the past, the City of Venice has worked hard to protect the aesthetic of the city and the Island in
particular as | recall Wells Fargo was required to incorporate certain designs and colors for their branch.  am
hopeful that the city commission will provide similar protections for residents of Guild, Golf, Pinegrove Drives
and Country Club Estates. | understand that the owner of the property is in the business of development and |
believe that the right project can be found, but | do not think this plan is right for the local residents nor the
Island of Venice as a whole.

Thank you for your thoughtful review.
Sincerely,

Kamala Hughes

737 Guild Drive

Venice, Florida

Sent from Windows Mail
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Christina Rimes

From: kamalaphughes@yahoo.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 6:07 AM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Fw: 775 and 805 Tamiami Trail, Venice

As follow up to my earlier email on this subject, please see the note below. Could | presume that since Venice
City Council previously heard from Mr. Singh on this plan last year in situations that might possibly violate the
Florida Sunshine Law, all conversation and review of the plan is acceptable as it is now a matter of public
record?

Sincerely,

Kamala Hughes

From: kamalaphughes@yahoo.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 6:05 AM

To: jholic@venicegov.com, kmckeon@venicegov.com, ecarlesimo@venicgov.com,
rdaniels@venicegov.com, jgates@venicegov.com, danderson@venicegov.com, jbennett@venicegov.com

| recently wrote to Venice City Council and the Zoning board regarding the hotel proposed at the location in
the subject line. Additionally, | wrote to the developer to ask for other considered use of this property.

Apparently the developer’s hotel plan has already been approved in some circles in Venice and the
neighborhood meeting and other public announcements are just a formality (see highlighted text below).

While | am not surprised, | must say that | am disappointed that the process is not what it should be to protect
all residents of Venice.

| have responded to Daniel Singh’s email to me. | believe that his assertion that the community will embrace
this establishment doesn’t include the Guild Drive and Pine Grove Drive properties adjacent to this land. Use
of facilities such as the pool and workout room wouldn't make up for the 24/7 loss of privacy, including during
the use of our own pools. His representative at the neighborhood meeting made this statement too, that the
community might welcome this development. The precedence that was provided was their Sarasota project
that was built in a ‘neighborhood that had a drug problem’. | do not think that is the case here.

Sincerely,
Kamala Hughes

Sent from Windows Mail

From: dsingh@landeveloper.net

Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 6:46 PM

To: kamalaphughes@yahoo.com, Jag Pathirana, David Turner, SLaDue@ftmyersbestwestern.com
Cc: Dan@RMEC-LLC.com, mleese@comcast.net




Dear Ms. Hughes:
Appreciate your email and comments.

We have just appointed 2 staff members to evaluate the community comments received, that includes yours. They shall
be reaching out to neighboring residents to elicit & understand all community concerns. Once we have gathered such
information we shall look at ways to mitigate community concerns.

With respect to looking at alternative locations...pls understand a significant investment has been made in acquiring the
land, creating plans & studying the demand generators of Venice hospitality market. There is a signed agreement
between Starwood ( now Marriott since these 2 companies have merged) and the developer. Prior to doing so... several
meetings were held with City staff. The proposed quality hotel development, is an allowable use in the land use
designation for the property acquired. It has been... as you acknowledge in your email for quite some time. A developer
does not create land use designations.... it is the municipality that does so. As a developer we look to work within the
rules & regulations a municipality adopts.

As a developer of both residential & hospitality projects, generally impacts are less for quality hotels.. as proposed. For
example traffic is not concentrated during peak rush hour periods. There is a gentle stream of traffic throughout the day.
As a quality branded hotel... the hotel shall be required to meet Marriott / Starwood’s brand standards. This includes
items such as maintaining the landscaping and aesthetic appeal of the hotel.

Sheraton Four Points hotel caters more towards business community. Our experience is after a quality hotel is
developed as proposed.... the community embraces it. The community considers it... much like a community center
would be. The hotel includes a place to hold functions, there is a restaurant & bar. We have had neighboring residents
work out a plan to utilize the pool & fitness facilities. Residents can have an alternate place to accommodate their
guests. It creates jobs for the community & on a per square foot basis generates the most amount of income for the
County or local municipality.

We shall take into consideration your specific comments as we move forward to develop the property. One of our staff
persons shall reach out to you in the near future. We look forward to working with you.

Thank you & kind Regards, Daniel

From: kamalaphughes@yahoo.com

Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 5:50 AM

To: Daniel Singh

Cc: Dan@RMEC-LLC.com; mleese@comcast.net
Subject: 775 and 805 Tamiami Trail, Venice

Dear Mr. Singh,

As a home owner of property (I've inherited my parent’s home of 33 years) impacted by your development
plan, | am writing to you directly to provide you my opinions of the proposal presented on March 2nd.

| completely understand that for you, this is business. | am not stating that with malice, it is a simple
fact. The undeveloped land which is now a rarity on the island has been zoned as Commercial General for
guite some time and it was only a matter of time before it would be developed.



However, what | do ask of you is to consider the impact of your proposal to the surrounding area. An area
designated and currently developed for small business, office and residential use that also includes a church
hardly seems a likely location for a vacationer’s choice hotel. And as | noted in the meeting on March 2nd,
which hopefully your proxies in attendance conveyed, there are other locations that are better suited for this
sort of development on the island which include better walkable attractions.

| am not naive, | certainly know that it is unlikely that you would sell this property to pursue another location.
But please note that those locations are being reviewed for other hotel proposals which would compete with
Sheraton. Therefore, | am asking that you consider pursuing another avenue of development. As | understand
it, you also have experience with condominiums. We do have precedence for that in this area and most are
older condos. In my opinion, a more modern construction, fitting in with the Venice ‘vibe’ would be more
cohesive to the neighborhood. Less people per square footage means less traffic and a better flow of
pedestrian traffic rather than the planned employee parking crossing a residential street. Less wasteful water
usage, more options for parking and dumpster configuration. While there is still the problem of privacy,
particular for those homes immediately adjacent, | am hopeful that the design could be less than four stories
and the privacy wall could suffice.

And while I still consider this particular tract a poor choice for a hotel, my final plea, if the hotel is the only
option you are willing to consider is to configure the footprint in such a way that only opaque windows
which do not open (as in a bathroom) face Guild Drive. | realize this means a complete redo of design, but
while the residents directly behind the property certainly should have expected development during their
ownership, no one would have expected this.

Sincerely,

Kamala Hughes
Home owner, 737 Guild Drive.

cc: Dan Scrippo, Mark Leese

Sent from Windows Mail



JoAnne Brewer

From: Lori Stelzer

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 8:44 AM
To: JoAnne Brewer

Subject: FW: Hotel by Gold Rush

From: pkn04@aol.com [mailto:pkn04@aol.com]

Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 12:54 PM

To: John Holic <JHolic@Venicegov.com>; City Council <CityCouncil@Venicegov.com>
Subject: Hotel by Gold Rush

Mayor Holic and City Council Members:

I, and countless others, are outraged at the proposed hotel on Tamiami Trail next to Gold Rush. Not only will this
construction be an eyesore, it will impact traffic and access to the island coming from the Circus Bridge.

More importantly, the decision to build this is impacting residents behind the property. These are long time residents, who
pay taxes. You are all taking away their privacy and negatively impacting their property values. This for what? More
tourists? A recent article claimed this hotel would focus on "business travelers" LOL! What "businesses" in Venice are
people traveling to?

How about you care about those who live here year round who vote and pay your salaries? How about engaging in
economic development that provides more than minimum wage jobs? One economic driver (tourism) is bound to fail in the
long run

Shame on all of you. Clearly none of you care one whit about the people who live here. What kickbacks or campaign
support are you all getting from the developer?

I'm sure I'll get the robo response.

Patricia Nicolais

Need to Report an Issue? SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone. Select
SeeClickFix from your app store on your device and choose Venice, Florida. There is also a link to the program
on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com, or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/Venice

PLEASE NOTE: This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, concerning
public records. Email communications are covered under such laws; therefore, email sent or received on this
entity's computer system, including your email address, may be disclosed to the public and media upon request.
If you do not want your email address released to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this
entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.



JoAnne Brewer

From: Lori Stelzer

Sent: Thursday, March 30, 2017 8:47 AM
To: JoAnne Brewer

Subject: FW: Hotel rezone

----- Original Message-----

From: Ed Martin [mailto:edwilsonmartin@hotmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 11:40 AM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@Venicegov.com>; Barry Snyder <BSnyder@Venicegov.com>; Jeff Shrum
<JShrum@Venicegov.com>

Subject: Hotel rezone

I understand no plan is yet considered, but | find this project is a subject of considerable interest.

It has attracted more than 1000 readers in the first hours. Would the Circus Arena area be a better site, with
less need for zoning changes and exceptions?

Sincerely,
Ed Martin

Sent from my iPad

Need to Report an Issue? SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone. Select
SeeClickFix from your app store on your device and choose Venice, Florida. There is also a link to the program
on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com, or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/Venice

PLEASE NOTE: This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, concerning public
records. Email communications are covered under such laws; therefore, email sent or received on this entity's
computer system, including your email address, may be disclosed to the public and media upon request. If you
do not want your email address released to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity.
Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.
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