


has been approached by people in the development community about tree regulations. One of them was

Jon Mast, CEO of the Manatee-Sarasota Building Industry Association.
The city of Sarasota’s tree ordinance, revised last year, has been a particular concern for Mast's group.

“I think it’s a good bill,” Mast said of Steube’s legislation. “I know cities and counties are going to cry ‘home
rule’ but there is a lot of overreach, especially in the city of Sarasota, about what you can or cannot do with

»
your own trees on your own property.

The city’s tree ordinance requires property owners to get a permit when removing or relocating most trees
beyond a certain size. Property owners must meet certain criteria to cut down a tree. Some of the accepted
reasons for removing a tree: It is dead, it is threatening a structure, it is preventing development of the
property and there are no reasonable alternatives. Larger “grand” trees have more protection. In many
cases, when a tree is removed for development purposes there also is a requirement that mandates new

trees to be planted or the property owner pay into a “replacement tree fund.”

Facing backlash from development interests, the city of Sarasota is taking a fresh look at the tree ordinance.

A new committee has been created to revisit the regulations.

City Commissioner Hagen Brody said he wants an ordinance that “strikes a more appropriate balance that

protects a homeowner’s property rights and also preserves our community’s unique natural environment.”

But the prospect of the Legislature nullifying local tree regulations and preempting tree oversight to the

state is likely to provoke a strong response from local government leaders and environmental groups.

“This is not a one-size-fits-all issue,” said City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch, who opposes Steube’s bill.
“You have to get down to the granular little detail. It’s different in every community, every neighborhood,

even every street and site.”

Ahearn-Koch has spent years working on the city’s tree rules. She said the ongoing debate over the

regulations is a good thing.

“It shows we're passionate about it,” she said. “If anything, it illustrates why it's important these things be
handled on the local level.”

The Florida Association of Counties and the Florida League of Cities are gearing up to try to defeat the

legislation.

After ndingoutanal 1bout Steube’s billtohern  ership, Craigin Mosteller with the Florida
Association of Counties said she heard a strong response from county leaders about the benefits of tree
protection, including preventing flooding on adjacent properties, protecting wildlife and making

neighborhoods more attractive.

Steube said he’s “sympathetic” to some of the arguments about tree protection, pointing to a scenario

“where let’s say you're ir :ity of Sarasotaand ~ re’s a 500-year-old Banyan tree that’s historic.”
“I'm : odestwayforv 1"headd = ‘Maybex | iva
pro ities are trying to do.”

Staff Writer Zach Murdock contributed to this report




