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The Band Shell at the Civic Center
in the 20's and 30's

Ed Holdt, Club Historian
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Introduction:

While we are proud of ocur &0 year history, the game of
shufflebpard actually has rccocts that reach back tzc Medi-
eval England. Over the years +the English transferrasd the
courts to their cczan linef’s and sometime in 1513 "land—--
locked"” courts appeared in Davitona Beach, Florida.

The Venice Shuffleboard CTliuk was formed as an cfficial
club on November 1., 1938 with a total of thirty charter
members.

What we now know as Heckshesr Park was +hen callac the
Civic Center. At the site cf <he ';':':v.r-esent club heouses,
stood a primitive, open—air shell overlocking racrsasicn
areas cof archery, oroquet, horssasheoe pits, 3 bexing and

wrestling ring ancd the begimmings of shuffisktoard wizh a

At that time, the mayor armZ several ccuncil memcers
jeined with enthusiasm and became "Gung-Hc" shufflers!

Those who wers charter memters in the 30°s ang 40°s
have been honcred in the city’s memory—-— .

Caspersen (beach), Blalecck (park) and Blackburn

(peint), etc.
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EARLY HISTORY:

It's afficial! On Novembsr 11, 1938 the club slected
it’s first officers:

Alice Lumley————— Fresident
J&hn Wilkinscn——— Vice Fresident
(Mrs) D. Wilscsn—— Sec/Treasurer

The Municipal Bathing Favilion was the scene c7
monthly meetings which were held cn each saccnd Menday.
One cf the first decisions macd= by the cfficers came in
December, when it was plannmed To install wecden rames
arcund the ccurts. Each time :'.mprﬁ;vements wera begun, the
City Council provided the necsssary funds. From time o
time, more couris were addsd iIn groups of 2 and then 4.
Venics Shu‘fletcard Club was given authority te sugervise
all activitiess within the Ciwviz Canter arss.

In two years the club memz=rship had grown from 30 to
&2, Bylaws were drafted anc agpgproved, annual tournaments
were to be held under Naticral Shuffleboard rulss and dues
were $4.00 per year!

The first mid-winter tocurmament began on February 13,
193%. Sinty members particigpzt=ad. Finn Caspersen; tcurn-
ament chairman, announced tha% the prizes wculd be cisp-
layed in the "Arcade Drug Stcr=2" until the winners claimed
victery. In the first club champicnship games, Caspersen
defeated Mrs. Louils Siegel. =owever, Howard Burger cdef-

eated the great Caspersen in the men’s singles.

It wasn't until April of LFI? that the first wcmen’s
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singles were played. Mrs. A.L. Blalock handily defeated
her wcrthy opponent, Mrs. Ralgh Champlin "in a very inter-—
esting game that kept everycns breathless until the end” ‘%
For the opening matches cf the first summer tcurna-
ment, lccal businesses sponscored 1§ teams..xx Many husband
ancd wife teams participated. M~s. J.E. Darby and Stechen
Albee, Sr. defeated Mrs. Alice= Lumley and Miss Helen
Fletcher. During thig same tzurnament, Frank Blacksurn
and Mrs. Walter Surls defeat=<Z W.R. Blaleck and Mrs.
Stephen Albee. And in the finals, Miss Marguerits
McClellan and Finn Casperssn cdefeatad Mrs. Helga Rcess
Si=ade and John 2. Wilkinscon. Names such as Darby, &lbes,

lalecck and Blackburn are rescognized teday. These
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Service and Sales Company" stco

At the cecmpletion of the “inal summer tournamen:z, Mr.
and Mrs. Sisgel wen an eleciric tpaster!

A ccmmittee censisting of Mrs. Darby, Mrs. C.G. Lowe
and Finn Casperszn was appeint=2d in Octocber of 193¢ 2o
meet with the city council tc zlan for further improve-
ments to the Civic Center ar=a.

The bylaws wers adecpted May 13, 1940, providing for
and annual dcoubles tocurnament, =a2long with an annual meet-
ing of the memberchip to.be held the latter part cof March,
when cofficers were to be chcssmn to take office on April
first. The annual tournamentsi: it was decided, "Will

hencefcrth be held under the Matiocnal Shufflekcard Rulss'.
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Sa as the VSC grew, the Venice City Council approved
and allotted $200.00 for a cement border for the courts,
the additicn aof lighting and enclosure of the band shell
for a recreation room.

X From local paper. XX S=e Appendix "A".

THE CLUEHDUSé

Picture an open, unwalled shed with a weoden rocof
ceverad with thatch and you snvision the eriginal struct-
ure of 1924-27. Scmetime in the late 40°s or early Z0°s
the clubhouse was enclosed and thé.unused Band shell
formed a recrzation room fcr members.

Shuffle squipment was st=r=2<d in the adiacsnt Tcwer
Carage (removed scme time age)i can be ssen in the back—
ground of several pictures in a club phetoc album).

| The only persons autherizsd te handle and loan cut the

equipment were members of the club. Flayers were required
to "sign cut" equipment. Oniy a few selected members
could have keys. They were sxgected to copen up and prov-
ide disks for both daytime arnd night play. Later, secur-
ity cue stick racks were adced.

In 1947 the clubroom was nmamed toc honor John Gill in
recognition of his devoted service o the VSC.

During the term of Irvimng Cox, in 1972, the clubhouse
album (1972 “Year Boock") was dedicated to member Richard
“Dick" Doyle, to henor his long time association with the

club.
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Extensive remodeling of the clubhouse (and courts) was
completed by Morris Weekly and Marty Flanagan in 1981.
Their two month, full-time lakcr accomplished most of the
improvements seen today. X

Some’timé during 1984, Harcld Steward contributed.
$1,000.00 to the VEC., This generous dcﬁation was usad to
purchase four takbles, tile for the clubrocem flocor and
equipment for the scrub room.

Teday trophies, ornamental disks henering club champ—
ions and other memecrabilia cam be seen in the newly
painted clubrecem.

X See Appendix "H" for a skstch of the clubhouse imp—

rovements.

INTQ THE S0°s, &£0°=. 70°s AND E£0’s:

Sieg Lowe, club presidernt Fcr much of the S0's, was
instrumental in VSC's particization in local and state
competitieons. GCne lecal cluk represented by Verice Eay
Trailer Park was shut out in a series held in January of
’34. Fresident Lcwe suppert=c< the move tc join the West
Coast District of the Floride Shuffleboard Association,
Inc.

The &07s were a time of growth and expansion. Jchn
Gill was honcored for his coentributions and Dick Fax held
the club champicnship for 7 y=ars. 0On July g8, 1969 Nidy

Construction Company refinishad 12 courts at a cost of
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86, 305.00. (Fifteen years later 18 courts were relined).
Financial support came from the City Council, as dues were
only $7.00 per year.

In the 70°s, presidents Foster, Cox, Greene and Cowden
actively suppcrted "modernization”. Bids were put cut for
landscaping at the parking are=saj cleaning and painting of
the club building was alleccat=d to "A & B" contractors;
membership grew to 114,

1981 was a banner vyear. New scoreboards were purch-
ased, replacing the cld plywcced boards at a cost af
$4&62.00, contributed by the club members. Criginally,
scorebcards stoed in front of the benches. New cnes were
placed behind and between seats, facing south. In April
of the "banner year", the firs% court maintenancs
commitiee came intoc being. Club members donated 3750.00
to refinish the courts. In the more recent years, an
cutside contractor is hired £z do the refinishing as it is
needed. |

Morris Weekly and Marty Flanagan wers moving fcorces in
remodeling and improving the playing and surrcunding
areas. Hose bumpers were installed at each end of the
courtsi sixteen inch wide strips of cement were added at
both ends of the first six ccurts: gravel areas between
the clubhouse and ccurts were completely filled in with
concrete, including a cemert walk to a drinking fountain
at the east end of the building. At the same time,

sloping ramps and a rail at the clubhouse entrance made
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the area a safer place to walk. Sarasota County Parks and
Recreation paid for the cement while members contributed
their labor.

Under the leadership of Harold éteward, the mainten-—
ance building>was constructed in 1985; along with a cement
walk and the additicon of bleachers. Donations tctaled
$1,375.00. This structure was called the Tournamen: Shed
and used as such until district tournaments weres discon-
tinued. Teday, the shed is usesd for storage of disks and
other necassitiss toc maintainm the courts and clubhouse.

Disks were treated in earlisr times by cecating the
sliding surfaces with wax. However, after only twe games,
the disks were erratic both in speed and dirscticn.

During the 80's disks wer= sanded by hand, which was a
difficult, time-ccnsuming activity. In more recent years,
disks are takesn to Bradenton where proper equipment is
available to de the job. A1l this, of course, at a orice.

Sarasota County Farks anc Recreation furnishes +he
club with glass beads. Hawvinmg the disks professionally
finished and using ‘glass beacs on the courts before play
is a standard proccedurs amcng clubs.

For a number of years the YSC participated in local
tournaments with other area clubs. Today YSC members
compete during the season in +the "41 League" which ccns-
ists of six clubs that play =wvery Tuesday. Each team has
a captain and the league appoints officers who set sched-

ules and maintain rules.
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A number of competitive activities take place at the
VSC, annually. First, there is the Club Champicnship,
held each March. In additicn to that event, the fcllowing
cccur throughout the year: Men®s and Women®s Singles,
‘Men's and Women’s Draw Doubles, Mixed Draw Doubles & the
recently added "Morris Weekly Cver 72 Tournament', restr-
icted to those whe are 72 years of age or clder.

The current member roster consists of persons of all
ages ranging from the "early ratirees” to member Roger
Steinberger’s age of 4, the club’s senicr plavyer.

Three "Pot Luck" games ar= played gach Mcnday, Wed-
nesday and Friday at home andg membe'r's never kncw their
oppconent’®s name until the star< cf sach encocunter.

Interestad perscns are inviitad to learn the game of
shufflebeoard and te join the clubk. At pressnt, each
paying member has a key and i= able to use the courts at
any time. Ycounger persons ar= welcome, with an adult
member®s supervision. Guest f2e¢ are posted on the
cutdocr bulletin bcard at the <lub hcouse.

The 90°s became a time o+ ITransition as the clut sxp-
erienced bBoth less and growth. Less as many cld and dear
friends leave:! growth coming == new, enthusiastic and

willing members continue the =2Fffcrts of those whe ceontrib-

uted so much in the past.

WE SALUT=E you!!
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M/M
M/M
W.R
M/M
M/M
M/M
M/M

M/M
M/M
M/M
Dr.

Mae
M/M
Lei
M/M
Cla
M/M
M/M
Mr.
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VSC CHARTER MEMBERS
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Venice/Nokomis Bank.

J.T. EBlalock & Alice Lumley

Dale Weedman

Electric Sales & Service.

. Blalock & Helga Roess-S5iede

City of Venice.
Tower Garage.

Louis Siegel

Seaboard Railway.

J.E. Darby

Arcade Drug Store.

Arthur Davis
J.S.

Wilkenszson & Marguerite McClellan—-————— Venice Houses & Arcade

Beauty Shop.
--Yanetian Cleaners.

Carl Obendor¥

C.C. Lowe

Lowe’s Brocery.
Nokomis Post office.

Stephan Albee

% Mrs. Eugene Mayer

--Medical Center.

Falkavage % Helen Fletcher

Nurses Home.
Lucile’s Shep.

A.L. Blalock

s Litchfield & Viclet McAllister

Peninsular Telephone Cc.
Western Unicn Co.

Theron Daniel
Vee Wrede - Nokomis Ice Co.
W.B. Surls - Venice lLaundry & Dry Cleaning Co.
Frank Blackburn-— - -—-—-—Frank’s Cafe.
Finn Caspercsen———————————e———————- Tournament Chairman.

Mrs. Dwight Wilson M/M A.E. Bartlett

M/M H.C. McDowell Mrs. Emma Simpescen

Mary Moore M/M Ralph Chamglin

Harry Barker F.C. Green

Frank Lomacks W.P. Grosecloss

Ralph Phoenix Helen EScott

Tom Armstrong Verna Moran

E.R. Younas M/M QOllie Stoddard

M/M T.M. Wrede Guthrie Mundy

G.J. Montgomery M/M H.L. Mundy

Mrs. E. Berger M/M H.A. Myers

M/M Tom Kelly Kate Shinkle

Howard Berger Francis Shinkle
endix Index:-
Charter Members & Sponsors.

a—
B-—
cC-
D-
E-

-
-

E—-
-
I-

Annual Club Champions.

VSC Fast Precsidents.

VSC 1997/98 Membership.
Yestervear Membercship (Early
Yesteryear Membership
Yesteryear Membership
Clubhouse Remodeling
Membership Graph

(In the
{Sketch).

’qo’
(In the g80°
70%g) .

s).
s).

(1938 thru 1993).

Appendix "A"
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Champion:

Finn Caspersen

David Reid
Theresa Dzurovick
Dick Foux

Dick Fax

Dick Foux

Walt Cady
Dick Fox

Dick Fax

John Sullivan
Dick Fox
Frank Jehan
Dick Fox

Yeari Champion:
1971 =—mm—— Frank Jehan
1972==———-— Nate Karovin
1973———==—~ Stan Miller
197 4——=—==—= Mate Korovin
1275—————— Stan Miller
1976——~——= Tom Scott
1977 === Henry Nvholt
1978-—~~~—= (Qllie Cornelius
177F—————— Nats Korovin
1780—-————— Henry Nyholt
1981 -——=——— Agnes Staward
1982——==——==— Vern Drew
1983 ~=———~ Stan Miller
19684 ———=—— Bill Zhepard
1988 ———=—= Ken Hoefel
1986—————— Betty Shepard
1787 =——=——— Howard Jones
1988~=———- Morris Weekly
189————— Bill Ehepard
1990===~== Jeannettea Shepard
1991 -————— Ken Heefel
1992-——=——— kKen Hcefa=l
1993 ———=—m— Ken Hoefel
1994 ———=—— Bill Senerans
1998 —=~——~—= Howard Jones
19G4———=——~ Carl GChrn
1997 ————m—m- Bill Eenerans
1998———=——

Appendix "g"




VEC PRESIDENTS
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Year: President: Year: Fresident:
1939————— Alice Lumley 1971 —=mm—m—m— Forest Foster
1940——==—— Mrs. W.B. Surls 1972=————- Irving Cox
194l =m0 Alice Lumley 1973 —————— Forest Foster
1942————m= 1974—————— Lewis Greene
1943 ~—=mme 1979———=—— Lewis Greene
1944 ———mmm 197 6—————-— Gecrge Thompson
1945—————u 197 6—=——== Tom Cowden
19446——mm—— 1977 ——mm—— Tom Cowden
1947 == 1978———m=m— Jehn Heffman
1948———=——- 1979~———== John Hef+man
D 197 = Dick Carlton
1920—————= 198Q0=—————— Dick Carlton
195l ———m—— . 1980=—=——— Harold Steward
1982—————m 1981 —————— Harcld Stsward
1983 ———=——= 1982—————— Jdim Flanagan
1984 ————— Sieg Lowe ' 1983 ~=———— Russ Eeal (18 mos.)
1988 ~————— Sieg Lowe 1784 ————~—— Russ Beal
195&———m——= 1985————=wm- Harcld Stesward
1987 —————— 1985 ————=—— Gecrge Bear
1e58——=—— Sieg Lowe 1986—————- George Eear
195F———m—— Irvin Yerkes 1987 ————— Charlis Peake
19460—————m William Stulgis 1988—————- Charlie Peake
196l ——mmemm 198F9—————— Ed Mayer
19862————"~ 1990—=—=—=— EBob Osheil
1963 —~—mm= L.D. Williams D Owen Farnham
17464~———mmms L.D. Williams 1792—————— Dick Warren
19465 ~—mmm e Albert Forter 1995 ~————— Jim Greensweig
19465=m——mmm— John Gill 1994————m—— Ed Mayer
1967 ~————- Lewis Greene 1994 —==mm Bill Senerans
19468————=—= William Beckrendt 19953————--- Bill Senerans
196F=———- = William Beckrendt 1994=————- Dell Beaudreau
1970—~———m Forest Foster 1997-————— Eleanor MzCarthy

1998——————

1997 OFFICERS
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Pres, ——————=— Eleanor McCarthy
; V.Pres.,-————-— Terry Weekly

Treas.—————- Dick Qr++

Sec’y.—————— Ermina Hahn

Maint. Dir.- Al Richter

Appendix “C"
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Baker, Harold
Bauer, Joe
Beudre=au, Del
Blanchard, Hattie
Brandau, George
Brandenberger, Les

Carlton, Lue
Conrad, Morgan

Demann, Angie
Pemann, Ray

Endiceott, C.J.
Endicott, Hazel

Gant, John
Goebelt, Jacoh
Gormly, Gladys
Greenzweig, Jim
Guest, Virginia

Hahn, Ermina
Hahn, Herb

Haley, James
Hamstra, Sam
Hoefel, Jeannette
Hoefel, Ken
Holdt, Ed

House, Jack
Housa, Feggy
Hughes, Russell

Jones, Howard
Jones, Norma

kKelleher, Alyce
Kelly, Tcm
Fempf, &lbert
Fempf, Mary
Flemet, Barbara
Klemet, Roy

Lustig, Fhil

Maguire, Charles
Mayer ,Ed
McCarthy, Eleanor
McCarthy, Paul
McDonald, Foppy
Mizerak, Dorothy
Morrison, Eve
Morrison, Harris
Muench, Joe

Crff, Beverly
Orf+, Richard
Ohrn, Carl

. Ohrn, Phyllis

0° Shei, Bob

Faradis, Elizabeth
Faradis, Vincent
Frimeau, Marge
Frimeau, Ray

Rauschkolb, Carvyl
Rauschkolb, Nelson
Reupetrt, Dcrothy
Feupert, Erwin
Richardson, Jim
Richter, Al
Richter, Barbara
Rowe, Thelma

Senarens, Bill
Senarens, Lillian
Steinberger, Roger

Van Wagner, Addiscn
Van Wagner, Eleanocr
Venera, Alice
Venero, Butch

Warren, Catherine
Warren, Richard
Weekly, Morris
Weekly, Terrvy

Yandoh, Carl
Yucevicius, Tony Appendix




Batson, Henry
Beier, Cora
Bewla, Russ
Blanchard, Hattie
Blass, Carl
Brandenberger, Les

Carlton., Lue
Cook, Marshall

D Ambrosio, Chas.
D dmrosia, C.

Ellinger, Homer
Ellinger, Lillian
Ellis, Arlsne
llis, L=onard
Endicott, C.J.
Endicott, Hazel

Farrence, Anna Marie
Farrence, John
Farnham, Quwen

Fasi, Tony
Finfrock, Marjory
Flanagan, Helen
Forster, B

Freiman, F

Frost, Gecrge
Frost, Minnie

Gant, Jchn
Goebelt, Jake
Ceebelt, Jdean
GCoodlet, Max
Cermkley, Gladys
Eoctherpe, Dot
Greenzweig, Jim

Haley, Jim
Hazley, Margaret
Hamstra, Sam
Hardy, Arthur
Hardy, Dorothy
Hill, Ralph
Hecefel, EKEen
Hecefel, Jesanette
Hcocuser, Alice

VSC—-~ SHUFFLERS OF YESTERYEAR

~~~~’\I~~~~‘V~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(In the Early 1990°%s)

Houser, Louis
Huber, Joe
Huber, Phvyliss
Hurdist, Richard
Hurdist, Suzanne

Jehnson, Loren
Jones, Howard
Jentz, Bob

Kelly, Tom
Kemp+, Al
Kemp<, Mary
Knis=21, Alma
Korovin, Nate
Little, Al
Luchene, Iclene
Luchenes, Ken

MacZcnald, Forest
Madalcne, Jim
Mayer, Ed
Metcal+f, Jack
McCarthy, Eleanor
McCarthy, Faul
Miller, Lena
Miller, Stan
Muldcen, Ed
Muldcocon, Mancy

Meel, Jack
Mussmeier, Jane
Mussmeier, Phillis
Nus=meier, Robert

C’Feefe, Mary
O"chei, Sadie
0" Ehei, Bcb

Fatst, Joe

Fabst, Marion
Fanarese, Mary
Faradis, Elizabeth
Faradis, Vincent

Peak, Charles
FPeak, Mary
Perry, Clarence
FPerry, Madine
Petch, Mel
Primeau, Maarge
Primeau, Ray
Frincs, Leona

Richter, Al
Richter, Barbara
Rowe, Thelma
Rousch, Ed

Ruhl, Phyllis
Ruhl, Rcbert
Runyon, Phyliss

Senerans, Bill
Senerans, Lillian
Shephard, Betty
Smith, Lawrence
Steinkerger, Roger
tanwoecd, Marion
Stanwcod, Wayne
Stinsen, Jack
Swan, Hild

Swan, Jim

Tallian, John
Taylor, Stu
Taylor, Mrs. Stu
Terwiliger, Fhil
Turner, Betty
Turner, Jim

Venerg, Alice
Venero, Butch
Verderos, Joe

Warren, Dick
Warren, Katheryn
Weekly. Mo
Whitmore, Elean
Whitmere, George
Wol+, Eleanor
Wolfert, Lawrence
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Farrsnce, Anna/John LaFleur, Melvin

Ahern, Tcm
Anderson,R.,Dr.

Ealsar, John
Sarnaby, Wayne
Zeal, Loerna

Sear, George

Beck, Vivian

Seier, Cora/Fred
Eillugslesa, Lew

2l anchard,Hattie
2lass, Karl
Zlodgett, Ray
Scochert, Fred/Carcline
Bcss, Francis/Harry
aover, Francis
rewer, Harcld

wn, Louis

wll, Marjorie
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Calder, Doc
Carlton, Dick/Lue
Chapman, Irene/William
CTlever, Fred
Zznger, Mary/Robert
~zok, Francis/Hubert
ccok, Marshall
::peland Dorothy
Ccwden, Fauline/Tom
Cornelive, Ollie
Costello, Tony
Ccusino, Norma
Zready, Chester

0
J

)
)

L
]
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TAmbresic, Charles
Dacey,lLouise
Dalton,James

Zaly, Helen

Davis, Jack

Z=nton, Wally
Z=wvlin, Don

~1ab, Rose

Jicus, Velma

[}

Zelsberry, Charles/Rose

Denahue, Earl
Sraew, Verrnon/Virginia
Dvke, Lcouise

erling, Yerda
liott, Dale
&

mmmm

Farnham, Owen
Finfrock, Marjory
Fitting, Dot/Perry
Flanagan, Ann
Flanagan, Jim
Flanagan, H/Marty
Flaishaver, Art/R.
Fleming, Robert
Forster, B
Fester, Forest/Sad.
Fultcn, William

Glati, Noresen
Geet=slt, Jake/Jdean
Goeclst, Max
Gelbez, Joan

Gers, Margaret
Gothcrpe, Bill/Dot
Grar=z, FRobert
Greene, Lcu
Grenz, CentasTed

Halzy, Jim/Margaret
Hal fuger, Geo/Helen
Mamstr-a, Dot/Sam
Hall, Bert/Ruth
Harmrges, Maybelle
Hanks, Frank

Hard, Dorocthy
Hatlcw, Willie
Heberer, John/Lou.
Hernzandez, Roger
He=ch, Larry/Marion

X
iltrop, Bruce
Hoer21l, Ken/Je’nete
Hc++man, Jean/Jdchn
Hoganrn, FRobert

Kemp+, Al/Mary
Keche, Vernan
Killianm, Clif/Lou.
kKomer, Homer
Femusin, Henry
Forowvin, Nate
Krakber, Mary
Koumusin, Marge
Kurl, Rocky/Marge

LaGuardia, Vincent
Leach, Howard
LeBlanc, Hank/May
Little, Al

lLoeber, Gustave
Love, Bill/Rose
Luchene, Iclene/Ken
Luke, Bill/De
Lundgren, Agnes
Lupsha, Sylvia

MacCleod, Merle
MacFadven, AnRne
Madalcne, Jim
Manweiler, Llovyd
Martin, Clair/Mary
Mayer, Ed

McCate, Jim/Marge
McMann, Homer
McMillian, Jennie
McNicol, Allan
Miller, LenasStan
Moehlich, Bill /Dot
Morris, Dorothy
Morriscon, Gladvys

Neal, Jack

Nelson, Ken/Elwoccd
Noneman, W.G.
Nyhaolt, Henry
Nyholt, Kelly

Olms, Qlive
Clson, Glen
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The author gratefully acknowledges the following contributors of personal
memories or collections.

Some interviews were conduced in person or via telephone. The Venice
Archives and the Venice City Records greatly assisted our research.

Our theme was to give a glimpse of the VSC over a long period: to marvel

at it’s beginnings and to celebrate it’s existence over a period of sixty years.
We regret any oversights that may have occurred. Gaps that appear in some of
the appendix pages are due to unavailable or unrecorded information during
those particular years. '
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