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"Long term, this is where we see the transit system going in Sarasota, linking public transit to
private properties. You can go anywhere. It's pretty amazing," said Todd Mathes, director of
development for Benderson Development which owns the UTC mall. He added that his
company is very interested in taking advantage of technology to serve its customers. "The
automated shuttles would be a phenomenal get at UTC. The system is completely scalable
so, given the opportunity to partner with Transdev and EasyMile, we might see more and
more units come online as demand reaches capacity."

Dick Alexander, executive VP of business development for Transdev subsidiary Transdev
North America, said that while no contracts have been signed shuttles may be operating at
the mall by summer. He said the two companies would need to iron out numerous details
regarding routing and customer interaction and other related issues. But he agreed Florida
would be a good location for the shuttles.

Alexander added that for now the shuttles would be limited to private use on private
property (businesses and campuses, for example) because autonomous vehicles aren't legal
on public roads.

For more on urban mobility...
The chapter of the Smart Cities Readiness Guide offers guidance, case
stuaies, best practices and more on smart transportation systems.
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