


” Autonomous Shuttles May Be Coming to Downtown Tampa, Fla.

Creating the downtown Tampa of the future is “a generational act of giving something to
your kids and your children’s kids,” said Robert MacLeod, director of the University of
South Florida’s School of Architecture & Community Design.

That vision may bear little resemblance to today’s downtown, but it will suit the needs of
the future, MacLeod said, speaking at the 20th annual Downtown Development Forum
held Friday at The Straz Center for the Performing Arts. The event was sponsored by the
Tampa Downtown Partnership.

Gone will be the days of traveling everywhere in a single occupancy vehicle, said architect
Mickey Jacob.

“We have to start looking at that challenge. There are new and unique opportunities for
us. We all know the issue. We are running out of parking, we have run out of parking
downtown. Our challenge is how do we look at the development process with all of these
cool things going on, making sure the option isn’t the auto and figuring out a place to
store it.

“We have to think big if we are going to compete worldwide,” said Jacob, of BDG
Architects. “It is about creating outdoor and public spaces that are so critical to the
success of downtown. About creating a streetscape for automobiles, bikes, the streetcar,
pedestrians. These are the standards we need to have to connect to downtown” and to
connect with Tampa Bay Lightning owner Jeff Vinik’s huge plan for redeveloping the
arena district of the city.

Those designing the future should be looking to sustainable construction methods for a
densely populated community that wants to live in a healthy environment, he said.

“We need to look at micro housing. If the young people I'm hiring have to live 25-30
miles away to work dov __.own, then we are failing as a city. A lot of them can’t afford
h ny b S

The office environment has to move forward, too, Jacob said, with a transit-oriented
design and plenty of green space in between.

“Young people want to live in places that are cool and happening” and it is up to Tampa
to provide that if it wants to compete, he said. “We need to dare to lead.”
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“There is only one reliable, consistent revenue and that is a sales tax,” Merrill said.
o

“If you live in this county and breathe and walk, you are part of the transportation
system,” he said. “The sales tax is a true countywide solution.”
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