
 

 

MEMO 
City of Venice  

Engineering Department 
 

 
To: Edward Lavallee, City Manager 

 
From: Kathleen J. Weeden, PE, City Engineer 

 
  Date:  09/21/2016 

 
Subject: 09/27/2016 City Council Meeting 

Florida Power & Light (FPL) Solar Array at Venice Community Center 
Second Amendment to Solar Lease and Easement Agreement 
and Amendment to Memorandum of Solar Lease and Easement 
Agreement 
 

  
  
 
 
Background: 
 
This item was previously presented to City Council for consideration at the September 13, 
2016 regular meeting.  Based on input received, FPL and staff met with resident Scott 
Woodman immediately following the meeting to clarify his concerns and to discuss possible 
solutions.  Based on that conversation and City Council direction, FPL has provided the 
revised Exhibit G that replaces the southern landscape buffer with oak trees to provide 
screening of the solar array.  A follow-up meeting is scheduled with the adjacent residents 
on-site at 6 p.m. on Monday, September 26, 2016.  An update of that discussion will be 
presented at the September 27, 2016, Council Meeting as part of the staff presentation.   
 
As background for the project, City Council and the Architectural Review Board (ARB) 
approved installation of a solar canopy shaded parking structure on the south side of the 
Venice Community Center.  Individual Public notifications were sent to the adjacent 
property owners prior to consideration of the variance to the design standards by ARB.  
Additionally, public notice was published in the newspaper on numerous occasions during 
City Council consideration and prior to the ARB meeting.  Construction activities were 
initiated in July 2016.  Unfortunately, due to an error on the Site Plan by FPL’s 
subcontractor, the solar array was located approximately 65 feet further south in the 
southern landscape island.  Once the error was discovered, FPL made a good faith effort to 
attempt to relocate the structure further north.  Due to the poured in place foundation and 
welded galvanized aluminum structure, relocation is not an option and the existing 
infrastructure would have to be demolished and disposed at an approximate loss of 
$160,000.  To avoid demolishing and disposing of the equipment and materials already 



installed on-site, FPL has proposed to add enhanced landscaping on the south side of the 
project to screen the structure from the adjacent residences.  The request also includes 
expansion of the location of the lease and access easements to allow the existing solar 
array to remain in place and the ability to install the remaining 50 kw solar array that is 
approved in the original lease agreement.  The Amendment to the Memorandum of Solar 
Lease and Easement Agreement combines the modifications for Amendment #1 and 
Amendment #2 in a recordable document.   
 
 
Requested Action: 
 
Authorization for the Mayor to Execute the 1) Second Amendment to Solar Lease and 
Easement Agreement and 2) Amendment to Memorandum of Solar Lease and Easement 
Amendment Documents with Florida Power & Light Company for Solar Array Being 
Installed at the Venice Community Center 
 
 
 
City Attorney:   Reviewed and approved. 
Risk Mgmt.:  Reviewed and approved.  
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