
Page 1 of 1 
 

CITY OF VENICE, FLORIDA 
FISCAL YEAR 2017  

FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS REQUESTS  
FACT SHEET 

 
 

1) Beach Renourishment & Preservation 
 
The City of Venice has a 50-year contract with the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) to renourish the beach every ten years 
due to erosion impacts from the Venice Inlet. The City is most appreciative of the current support from the ACOE, and look 
forward to our next renourishment which is scheduled to be completed in 2025. Maintaining a healthy beach profile is 
critical for protecting structures during storm events, reducing flooding impacts and to supporting tourism which is a primary 
economic revenue source for the region.  
 
The City of Venice would like to discuss with the Army Corps of Engineers the prospects for alternative methods to not 
only restore, but to also preserve and protect, the area’s beaches during the next scheduled restoration project. 
 
FY 2017 Request: US Army Corps of Engineers consider discussing with the City of Venice alternative means to 
protect beaches as opposed to the traditional restoration of sand as has been previously done.  
 

2) Coordinate a Program to End Homelessness and Treat Mental Illness 
 
Because a lack of social services increases problems for society, especially for the homeless, those with mental illness, and 
those with alcohol and drug addictions, more ways of helping those people in need of these services needs to be identified 
and implemented. Having homelessness in a community undermines the welfare of all residents.  Developing jobs, 
reinstating mental institutions, increasing opportunities for people to receive help to be able to become independent and 
self-sufficient are examples of ways to improve society now and in the future. 
  
FY 2017 Request:  Assistance with identification of viable alternatives to reduce or end homelessness, and to treat 
mental illness. 
 

3) Help in Establishing Workforce Housing 
 
The City of Venice is seeking innovative solutions to provide affordable workforce housing for essential services 
personnel. There is a rapid increase in housing and rental costs that are well above the median household income, 
resulting in a critical lack of affordable housing for essential service personnel.  The City is experiencing significant 
growth in population and tourism further stressing the essential services work force.  The City recognizes the major 
importance in having service personnel residing in the community where they serve.   There are several programs that 
assist individuals with down payment and rental assistance, however these programs are for low to very-low income 
scenarios and do not address this issue where essential service personnel typically of low to moderate income work and 
live within an area comprised primarily of moderate to high income residential housing.  
 
FY 2017 Request: That the Federal Government explore the possibility of assisting the City of Venice with 
innovative solutions to provide affordable workforce housing for essential service personnel living in our 
community.  
 
 

4) Explore the Relocation of the Federal Post Office from Downtown Venice 
 
The City of Venice is engaged in a process to expand parking capacity, relieve vehicle congestion, and improve overall 
traffic flow and efficiency in the City’s central business district. As the City grows in population and tourist influx, 
improvements in traffic routing and parking capacity are critical to serving the resident and business population and in 
maintaining a high level of traffic safety and efficiency. Among the concepts being examined are: development of parking 
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lots and parking structures in the downtown area, and creation of a trolley looping system to connect parking sites to 
business and shopping locations. Currently, a post office facility occupies space in a key downtown location. The facility 
provides conventional customer services and also includes a distribution center. Collectively, the composite facility 
consumes more than half a city block of precious commercial space.  While the presence of a customer service center is 
considered a valuable traditional downtown service, the larger component of the post office complex, the distribution 
center, is a service that could operate from a myriad of other area locations.   
 
FY 2017 Request: That the Federal Government explore the possibility of moving the distribution component of 
the post office to a different site, while retaining the customer service feature at the present location;  or work with 
the City to identify an equally customer-convenient site in the downtown area.  Additionally, the City requests 
support for the creation of an expanded parking system to accommodate efficient movement of vehicles out of 
traffic circulation, and a compatible trolley looping feature to facilitate safe movement of patrons and tourists.  
 

5) Public Safety 
 

The City of Venice is seeking federal assistance to create a primary emergency center for the purpose of responding to 
natural disasters, training, and conventional amenities to facilitate law enforcement and emergency response.  
 
FY 2017 Request: The City of Venice respectfully requests $12 million to relocate and build a new police facility, as 
a primary emergency center with an Emergency Operations Center, training facilities and other emergency response 
amenities from the Department of Justice, Homeland Security and FEMA. 
 

6) Ribbons of Venice 
 
The City of Venice was recently designated a Silver Bicycle Friendly Community.  There is community momentum to 
continue improvements to make Venice a safe and healthy place to rice bicycles for recreation and transportation purposes.  
The City has been working with a nonprofit agency to identify sidewalks, bicycle lanes and connections, and other 
opportunities to extend the existing Legacy Trail system by connecting it with parks, centers of commerce, and other 
destinations throughout the City and county.  The connections in Venice have been identified and the city is seeking funds 
to construct them. 
 
FY 2017 Request: The City of Venice respectfully requests $500,000 to construct multi-use trail connection points 
and bicycle lanes within the city to facilitate the regional trail system.  
 

7) Museum 
 
The City of Venice is proud of its heritage as one of John Nolen’s planned communities, its pioneer and Native American 
roots, its years of serving as home to a famous circus, and the fascinating cast of characters that created this unique 
community.  The city is dedicated to the preservation of its history.  With a $1 million gift of seed money, initial plans are 
for a 10,000 square-foot museum and archives, to be built adjacent to the 3,000 square-foot building that now houses the 
accredited museum and archives on the Cultural Campus of the city.  Not only will the expansion serve to educate the 
community’s students, residents, and visitors about its history, but it will serve as a foremost example and learning center 
for students of city planning and architecture around the nation. 
 
FY 2017 Request: The City of Venice respectfully requests $6 million to assist with building a new history and 
archives facility. 
 


