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Freelance for Boston Globe 

September 23-26, 2015 

Welcome to Sarasota County on Florida's Gulf Coast. 

Visit Sarasota County Contact : Lynn Habeck Bates, Communications Manager, (o) 941-955-0991 ext . 103; (m) 941-539-1393 
lhobeck@visitsarasota.org 

Accommodations : 

Check-in: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 

Check-out: Saturday, September 26, 2015 

Inn at Venice Beach 

725 West Venice Avenue 

Venice, FL 34285 

941-484-84 71 

Confirmation #4953 

VIP card provided upon arrival at hotel. 

Wednesday September 23, 2015 

Arrive RSW Airport in Ft. Myers. 

Deb Ericson from Visit Sarasota County to pick up and transport to Venice. 

Venice Train Depot, Venice Performing Arts Center, Historical Society, Venice Architecture Guide 

Tour Venice with Deb Ericson and dinner. 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Morning: Search for sharks teeth at Venice Beach. Shark's teeth sifter provided. Please return to hotel office upon check­

out. 



Noon-lunch at Sharkey's on the Pier with Visit Sarasota County lynn Hobeck Bates, Visit Sarasota County PR 

Manager 

Sharkey's on the Pier 

1600 Harbor DriveS. 

Venice, FL 342385 

941-488-1456 

sharkeysonthepier.com 

2 p.m. Bicycle Tour of City of Venice with City of Venice Mayor John Holic 

Meet at Historic Train Depot 

4 p.m. Conclude Tour at Historic Train Depot 

Dinner-on own. Suggestions Cafe Venice, cafeveniceontheisland.com; Marker 4, marker4.com 

Friday, September 25, 2015 

Explore using VIV card. Historic Spanish Point is in nearby Osprey and The Ringling is approximately 20 minutes north. 

The Ringling 

5401 Bayshore Road 

Sarasota, FL 34234 

www .ringling.org 

The Ringling Estate includes theCa d'Zan mansion, beautiful grounds and gardens, Circus Museum, Historic Asolo 

Theater and the museum of Art. Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m . 

Lunch: Downtown Sarasota . Suggestions: Bijou Cafe 

Bijou Cafe 

1287 First St. Sarasota, FL 34236; bijoucafe.net 

Nancy's BBQ 

nancysbbq .com 

Marina Jack's 

marinajacks.com 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 

900 S. Palm Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34326 

www.selby.org 

Explore the world's most spectacular display of epiphytes and educational programs. Open daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Afternoon : 

Historic Spanish Point 

histories pan ish point. org 

337 N. Tamiami Trail 

Osprey, FL 



Sarasota's premier outdoor archaeological site and history museum featuring a pioneer homestead, nature trails and the 

gardens of Mrs. Potter Palmer. 

3-4 p.m. Tour Venice Theater 

Meet with Laurie Colton, Director of Marketing and Public Relations at the Box Office 

Venice Theatre 

140 W. Tampa Ave 

Venice, FL 34285 

941-484-4033, ext. 221 

www. venicestage.com 

The second-largest of 10,000 community theatres in the United States, it is located at 140 W. Tampa Ave. in 

Venice, FL. Its MainStage offers seating for 432 patrons and features musicals, plays, concerts and special 

events . Its Yvonne Pinkerton Theatre seats 90 patrons and is home to the theatre's "Generations," Stage II and 

Cabaret Series. In addition to providing entertainment to the community, Venice Theatre offers a wide range of 

education and outreach programs for children and adults. 

6:30 p.m. Dinner at Fins at Sharkeys-this is provided complimentary to you. 

1600 Harbor DriveS. 

Venice, FL 34285 

941-488-1456 

Saturday, September 26, 2015 

8 a.m .-Noon Venice Farmers Market 

Tampa Ave. between Nokomis & Nausau Avenues 

Historic Downtown Venice, Fla. 

2:30 p.m. Gulf Coast Destinations Driver to pick up at Inn at Venice and transport to RSW for flight 

Gulf Coast Destinations Inc. 

941-927-3737 I 727-639-1958 

www.gcdmc.com 

Visit Sarasota County is not responsible for any incidentals, food, beverage, transportation, and baggage or transfer fees not covered in this 

itinerary. 

Thank you for visiting and we hope you have a great stay and will come again soon. Please contact one of the Communications Team members at 

the numbers above or our general office number at 941-955-0991 should you need any further information on the destination. 

Sarasota County Official Visitor Information Center 

14 N. lemon Avenue, Sarasota, FL34236 

1-800-800-3906 or 1-941-706-1253 

www.visitsarasota .com 
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. 'orth ·arolina 

Puttinl( proof to the di tum that "•mall 
is beautifu~ • !hi · tiny (2.2-MtU:In'-ntll~) 
harbl•r town at thr outlet of the Cape 1-'c..a r 
River wi th nnly 3.060 rt.-sidents wins big 
on Southern be. uty und charm. Every~ 

one'• yow- neighbor her • :md mostoflhe 

town's residents \V'.llk. bike. or dri'e golf 
cart• down Southport' oak lr<• ·- lined 
>trcets to enjny • morning coffee at Port 

City Java, brow.e antl4ud •hOjl< and 
gallerl!!ll, and head lo the Wli!erfronl f<>r 
G tnhle and dC"Iicious fish l ~co;: -on the 
pier of Fishy Fi5hy c.~ro. 

One stroll through to"'n (nnd pt•rhap< 
. lQp nt Bull Frog Corner, with ito harrel• 
of penny c:mdy) mukcs it en>y to sec why 
S<outllj)()rl hns long been suught afttr as 
• film locution. nright wllitc cotl.11!Cl! with 
red roofs. t•telyseacaplall ts' home>, two 

light ho"-"'<.:tnd ""''"'In ><-emingly ewry 
Jlrcdiun (what wiU• I he confluence ofthc 
rhw &>>d the ltlttac'<Jl!St<tl Wole!"<ayl ere­
at \'i$1n• atl·very IK-nd In the rol>tl It'• o 
\{nt~e po.t.tl.'B.rd toent Cn.m1 Q hal ·yon pout 

In add ilion to I he to•vn', 1\orhurfr>)nl 
plc>tiurcs the jnw · dro[lpin~e vii'wl'i of 
111~:, ivt:c011lal~r hill IUIYiJ;taliUMLOWanJ 

the occon from lnlnnd Wilmlll)lton, plu$ n 
IHlfNIW strand of sand nlong I he W:th,.t­

~ tuthpurt h. also n qukk (err b,)at rtde 
out to B:lld Ileal! tslund, h<•a.<ti n~ on nf 
North Carolina's mo .. t lunnin~l:)t!.il'hc . 
F1nnlly, th rr's nolhin~t snutll b<!ut th 
lndcpcndcnc-.; Oay purty h~rr: Southpon 

swells with rcvekrt whocnnwo toc~lcllrntc 
t<l II NvrthCarotlna41hofJttly f'csLivuJ-

tru ly all - "' rirnn """'" ·nd. 

WHfAI: 1'0 lfA't: Tho bolhHt.uP y lk#w 
Clrc-l ·1&90 RObert A'uat1t Inn ott s"' h:SlOfiC: 
rev•at !"lOt to. m.t'l. on a 'f'JOICOMJf'l9 ~~• 
ot fOCIIr.etS. on tl'So ,amplt ftOIU td"l Rat 
Slort at $!45 3l0130l-4169 01 roblo'lru.lrlVm 
COf'h L~s JaM'S Jlt·nrvMw ktn Ms co;ry . 
ptt:ltly rooms M.'tf tho Wdtor Ra1:01 :s.tatt ot 
Sl20 9!0,.457•610lr><l<><s..,...com 

VEN I( h 
f.'/ or ida 

\Vl1~1 tloi~ it ,:;ay ahout thl" town of:l2,000 

p(~oph.ton Flurldi.~;'M(iu i !Cou.\\ that it h~~~~ 
n dt•$1i~nntl'tl N·nch for Uogs''1'wo th in~'~. 

Vc-nke 1~ ahrn:nwith :thight<trl.und H hllA 

pl ·nl)' uf g'tlt~CIJlb,JWarf)' · WhitC ht_•adWJ 
to J(larc (14 mJl(•;. , Ill fact). IA )C;JI~ hJ\It• 

<.:~ pen.en 1\t'al:h, n ~·mtlc long s:utdy 

pi y~rnund with" sh>~rt llrowoff thot 
th-uwt tKNm liwimnwr~ lkt•.chcurnl)t:rs 
!lock 1<1 Vct~lcc ncuch tu ><:<'k •hark lr<th, 
fur which tht•lown Is kJanwn. 

On hrttt.•, th • pl<'fl url"..: IJf Vt.-..nic- • urt! 
NJUaily h<·uuliful. Thelu•hly land,cnped 
~""'' . urtlw hl•t .. rsc di<lrlct . dcs~ncd 
In ltu.- I'J20~ u un h••m:tgCL tu the town's 
ll~lian 1\Hitlebake, (lN lmed w•th ll;sllan 

Renals•nncc .< l yle huih.llng• • porting 
e1l1(ant t~rcht.'fi hnd rt.'tl tile rt~nf Und an: 
home lu rnuretlwr1IOO IMl\Jtiquc~. n:~tuu 
rmlts, and '~1\\311 bush1l' scs 

The ondhnc winter tncrunpnwnt fur 
The llln~ l tn!( l!rn nnd llnrnum ll!liley 

Clr ·us, Wnlce •1111 t• nJuy>~ll> t>l~ytlme . 

The Vunutian Walen ay l'ark runo for 
10 miles un buth •Ide• o lht> lntrnco: .cal 
Waterway. uHowhlJt ~v~ryon ec •,;s t'n 
runnin111nnd wnlking tr.tlls, nolto m ntlun 
':IJnj(tant \4.-ah:-r views fltlg.5. mettnwhil~. 
jo t I nd their sua l ~r tu l!ruw:mll'aw 
Park L'cach~ whf>rc thcycun ntn free. 

WHWJlli TO STAY; Ac.rOSi .:t Tt..,ncM &trfit 
ftom ttwt c:w;oan. Hltl lnn at the Saac.h t\a' 
• (h,tttru ly OkJ•f,JShiOIIed COUtt)!'<Jrd 

pov~ nd lU ~dt'h ... vlew tu1t.n • perlect 
1oun~·w.crtching: Pfr(h@t R tet start ~It 
$t •v .. ~ e•?t o• "'"""""i>M<:h com 


