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Dan,
Regarding the cows, the LE district would not permit cattle grazing. I do not think the intent is to
prevent any property from functioning as it exists so my thought is that details would need to be
discussed to include as stipulations or conditions in a rezoning. Typically we would deal with existing
uses at the point of annexation, but obviously we are beyond that point. You are correct in that vested
rights could only come after rezoning.
 
At this point, I am gathering responses from the property owners. I appreciate your response indicating
Mrs. Hazeltine’s concerns. I have indicated to all that the rezoning may make the property more
marketable. However, I have instructed all to seek the advice of a land use attorney as there may be
negative impacts as well.
 
I will be reporting the responses back to Council in a future meeting and will seek further direction
from them as to how they wish me to move forward.
 
Thanks,
 

Roger Clark​​​​, AICP
Planning and Zoning Director
Planning and Zoning
City of Venice
401 W. Venice Avenue
Venice, FL 34285
Tel:  941-882-7432
Cell:  941-468-0081
Email: RClark@venicefl.gov
Web:  www.venicegov.com

Facebook Instagram LinkedIn

Need to Report an Issue? SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone.
Select SeeClickFix from your app store on your device and choose Venice, Florida. There is also a link
to the program on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com, or go directly to SeeClickFix at
https://venice.seeclickfix.com/venice 

PLEASE NOTE: This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes,
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concerning public records. Email communications are covered under such laws; therefore, email sent
or received on this entity's computer system, including your email address, may be disclosed to the
public and media upon request. If you do not want your email address released to a public records
request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing. 
 

From: BAILEY, DAN <dbailey@williamsparker.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 3:57 PM
To: Roger Clark <RClark@venicefl.gov>
Subject: RE: Sharon Hazeltine

 
Caution: This email originated from an external source. Be Suspicious of Attachments, Links
and Requests for Login Information

 

One more issue: You can see from the image, below, that Mrs. Hazeltine
maintains cows on the property. She also has a longstanding agricultural
classification (“green belt”) which gives her significantly lower ad valorem tax
bills.  She wants to keep her cows on the site for the foreseeable future, as well as
her agricultural assessment.  I spoke with Tod Abrahamson in the Sarasota
County Property Appraiser’s office. He indicated that a rezoning of the site from
OUE to LE would not affect her agricultural classification as long as her cows
remain on the site.  I’m guessing that cattle may not be a permitted use in LE
district, but the grazing of cattle would presumably constitute a legal non-
conforming use that she could continue unless she discontinues the use for more
than 12 consecutive months.  Am I correct?
 
I am aware that the LDR Sec. 1.14 provides a method for confirming vested
rights, but it appears to be a complicated process, and Ms. Hazeltine is not eager
to have to undergo it. Moreover, I suppose there is a possibly that she won’t
become eligible to seek a vested rights determination until her property is
rezoned since, under current OUE zoning, her use is conforming. To employ an
agricultural expression, it is sort of a chicken and egg situation. Might there be an
easier process to help Ms. Hazeltine to stop worrying about losing her
agricultural classification?
 



 

Charles D. (Dan) Bailey, Jr.
Attorney at Law​​​​

(941) 329-6609
dbailey@williamsparker.com

LinkedIn

Downtown Sarasota
​50 Central Avenue  Eighth Floor  Sarasota, Florida  34236
​
​Lakewood Ranch
​7500 Island Cove Terrace  Suite 200  Lakewood Ranch, Florida  34240
​
​https://www.williamsparker.com/locations
​PRIVACY: This email and any files transmitted with it are PRIVATE, meant only for the intended recipient, and may be subject to
attorney-client privilege or attorney work product. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately
and do not read, copy, print, or use it, and do not disclose it to others. Please note: If you are located outside the United States,
please do not transmit personal information in response to this email or through other electronic communication to Williams Parker
until you are in the United States and in a safe transmission manner. Thank you.

From: BAILEY, DAN 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 3:01 PM
To: Roger Clark <RClark@venicefl.gov>
Subject: Sharon Hazeltine

 
Roger,
 
A moment ago, I left you a voicemail advising that I’ve been contacted by Mrs.
Sharon Hazeltine who owns approximately 15.63 acres south of Laurel Road,
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just east of the Knight’s Trail intersection PIDs 0389002003 and 0389002008).
Ms. Hazeltine has furnished me with your correspondence regarding the City’s
plan to initiate a rezoning of her property to the Laurel East (LE) designation.
 
Would you please send me a copy of the Pre-Annexation Agreement covering
those parcels? I would appreciate it.
 
Secondly, what would be the maximum residential density allowed on the parcels
if rezoned to the LE district?











 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


