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Secretary of the Interior Standards for 
Treatment of Historic Properties

• A set of rules used by the National Park Service to regulate 
preservation and rehabilitation in accordance with federal tax 
programs

• Four sets of rules regarding historic buildings: 
• Preservation –strictest, preserve as much as possible

• Restoration—used when backdating a building to a specific time period

• Rehabilitation—most flexible, preserve while facilitating reuse

• Reconstruction—used when rebuilding historic buildings

SOI Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm


Secretary of the Interior Standards for 
Preservation

• Preservation is the appropriate treatment 
when the objective of the project is to 
retain the building as it currently exists. 
This means that not only the original 
historic materials and features will be 
preserved, but also later changes and 
additions to the original building. 



Secretary of the Interior Standards for 
Restoration
• Restoration is defined as the act or process of 

accurately depicting the form, features, and 
character of a property as it appeared at a 
particular period of time by means of the 
removal of features from other periods in its 
history and reconstruction of missing features 
from the restoration period. The limited and 
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems and other code-required work 
to make properties functional is appropriate 
within a restoration project.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for 
Reconstruction

• Reconstruction is defined as the act or 
process of depicting, by means of new 
construction, the form, features, and 
detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, 
building, structure, or object for the purpose 
of replicating its appearance at a specific 
period of time and in its historic location.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for 
Rehabilitation

• Rehabilitation is defined as the act or 
process of making possible a compatible 
use for a property through repair, 
alterations, and additions while 
preserving those portions or features 
which convey its historical, cultural, or 
architectural values.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 1

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 2

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal 
of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 

property shall be avoided.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 3

Each property shall be recognized as a physical 
record of its time, place, and use. Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development, 

such as adding conjectural features or 
architectural elements from other buildings, 

shall not be undertaken.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 4

Most properties change 
over time; those changes 

that have acquired 
historic significance in 

their own right shall be 
retained and preserved.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 5

Distinctive features, finishes, and 
construction techniques or examples 
of craftsmanship that characterize a 
historic property shall be preserved.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 6

Deteriorated historic features shall be 
repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires 

replacement of a distinctive feature, the 
new feature shall match the old in design, 
color, texture, and other visual qualities 

and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features shall be 
substantiated by documentary, physical, 

or pictorial evidence.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 7

Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall 
not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest 

means possible.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 8

Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 9

New additions, exterior alterations, or related 
new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new 
work shall be differentiated from the old and shall 
be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 

architectural features to protect the historic 
integrity of the property and its environment.



Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: Standard 10

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 

would be unimpaired.



Preservation Briefs

• Making Historic Properties Accessible. 

• Building Codes for Historic and Existing Buildings: Planning and 
Maximizing their Application.

• The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors.

• The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows.

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-32-accessibility.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-32-accessibility.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-51-building-codes.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-51-building-codes.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-51-building-codes.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-16-substitute-materials-2023.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-16-substitute-materials-2023.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-09-wood-windows.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-09-wood-windows.pdf


Accessibility (ADA)

• Accessibility must be considered early in the planning 
process for rehabilitation projects. 

• Historic buildings, like other buildings, must meet minimum 
requirements for accessible routes, entrances, and 
restrooms.

• A qualified historic building is a building(s) that is(are) listed 
or eligible for listing in the NRHP or designated as historic 
under appropriate local preservation ordinances.

ADA Ramp 22 South Ninth Street, Fernandina Beach

Preservation Brief 32: Making Historic Properties Accessible (nps.gov)

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-32-accessibility.pdf


Energy Retrofitting

• Improvements to energy efficiency can be made with minimal 
alteration to the historic structure.

• The improvements that are less 
intrusive, and are often easily 
reversible, provide the highest 
potential for energy savings. 

Requires Minimal Alteration
• Reduce air leakage.
• Add attic insulation.
• Install storm windows.
• Insulate basements and crawlspaces.
• Seal and insulate ducts and pipes.
• Weather strip doors and add storm 
doors.
• Add awnings and shading devices 
where appropriate.

Examples from NPS Preservation Brief 3

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-03-energy-efficiency.pdf


Energy Retrofitting • An existing building is a sustainable building

• Historic buildings were designed for the regional climate

• New technology can improve sustainability, but projects 
must consider the historic character of the property

Example from St. Petersburg Design Guidelines

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/stpete/Business/Planning%20&%20Zoning/Historic%20Preservation/Design_Guidelines_for_Historic_Properties.pdf


Additions

✓ Keep historically important architectural features and 
character.

✓ Compatible in size and scale to main building

✓ Add addition to the rear or set back from the front

✓ Slightly differentiated from historic portion

✓ Preserve established massing and orientation

A drawing of a house

Description automatically generated

A diagram of a construction site

Description automatically generated

https://www.slcdocs.com/historicpreservation/GuideRes/Ch8.pdf
https://www.fbgtx.org/DocumentCenter/View/4334/33-Additions


Examples from Gainesville, GA Design Guidelines

https://www.gainesville.org/DocumentCenter/View/178/Preservation-Manual-and-Design-Guidelines-PDF


Questions?



Tyler Smith

Certified Local Government Coordinator

Tyler.Smith@dos.fl.gov

(850) 245-6341

mailto:Tyler.Smith@dos.fl.gov
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