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MEMORANDUM TO VENICE CITY COUNCIL

THROUGH CHARTER OFFICER: Edward LavaIIe, Clty Manager E-SIGN: 505 Covalice (ug s, 2023 1445 £0T)
Aug 8,2023
FROM: Frank Giddens, Fire Chief #wu gitdons Aug 8, 2023

DEPARTMENT: Fire Rescue
DATE: August 7, 2023, MEETING DATE: Tuesday, August 22, 2023
SUBJECT / TOPIC: Emergency Management Service (EMS) Fees Ordinance and Resolution Update

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Since the inception of the City of Venice Fire Rescue providing
EMS services beginning October 1, 2020, fees have been collected to cover associated costs. Staff
has prepared an amendment to the EMS Billing Ordinance and Resolution, for the City Council’s
consideration incorporating adjustments to fees to maintain and/or enhance services. The changes,
if approved, will be effective October 1, 2023. The first reading for the Ordinance will be the
August 22, 2023, regular meeting of City Council with the second reading on September 12, 2023.
The Resolution will also be brought forth during the September 12 meeting.

This review is part of a cooperative effort involving all of the EMS agencies in the County. Each
agency is preparing for updates of their own Ordinances and Resolutions.

SUPPORTS STRATEGIC PLAN: Goal Two: Provide Efficient, Responsive Government with High
Quality Services

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED: For Council Adoption by Motion
Requesting Council adoption of the Ordinance provided and subsequent Resolution.

Yes N/A

] Document(s) Reviewed for ADA compliance (required if for agenda posting)
[] City Attorney Reviewed/Approval

L] Risk Management Review

L] Finance Department Review/Approval

Funds Availability (account number): Click or tap here to enter text.

Original(s) attached: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cc: Click or tap here to enter text.



Requested and Prepared by: Fire Department

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-XX

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF VENICE, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 30, EMERGENCY SERVICES, ARTICLE Illl, EMERGENCY MEDICAL
AID FEES, SECTION 30-40, DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 30-41, EMERGENCY MEDICAL AID
FEES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City of Venice has adopted fees for emergency medical services provided by the City;
and

WHEREAS, since assuming emergency medical services from Sarasota County, the City has begun to
incur costs for additional services not contemplated by the present regulations and fee schedule; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Venice finds that is in the best interest of the public for
additional fees to be established so that the users of the services pay the cost thereof.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VENICE,
FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. The whereas clauses above are ratified and confirmed as true and correct.

SECTION 2. Chapter 30, Emergency Services, Article 1ll, Emergency Medical Aid Fees, Section 30-40,
Definitions, is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 30-40. Definitions.
The following words. terms and phrases. when used in this article. shall have the meanings

ascribed to them in this section. except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Advanced Life Support 1 or ALS 1 means the treatment of medical emergencies through the use of
advanced life support techniques. as defined in F.S. § 401.23, as it may be amended from time-to-
time, and including: a medically necessary ALS assessment, a medically necessary ALS
intervention(s), and/or administration of no more than two medications (not including crystalloid, hypo
tonic, hyper tonic. and isotonic solutions. oxygen and aspirin), and/or the provision of at least one of
the following: manual defibrillations/cardio version, endotracheal intubation, central venous line.
cardiac pacing, chest decompression, surgical airway. or intraosseous line.

Advanced Life Support 2 or ALS 2 means the treatment of medical emergencies through the use of
advanced life support techniques, as defined in F.S. § 401.23, as it may be amended from time-to-
time, and including: a medically necessary ALS assessment and/or a medically necessary ALS
intervention(s), administration of more than two medications (not including crystalloid, hypo tonic.
hyper tonic and isotonic solutions, oxygen and aspirin), and/or the provision of at least one of the
following: manual defibrillation/cardio version. endotracheal
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intubation. central venous line, cardiac pacing, chest decompression, surgical airway, or intraosseous
line.

Basic life support or BLS means the treatment of medical emergencies through the use of basic life
support techniques, as defined in F.S. § 401.23, as it may be amended from time-to- time.

Medical treatment without transport means emergency aid and resuscitation of a sick or injured
person at the scene of an accident or medical emergency without transportation or removal to a
hospital.

Team equipment fee means the costs incurred when the city is requested to provide transport
assistance to aeromedical, transport helicopters and flight crews, which is charged to the hospital
reguesting the aeromedical transfer.

Telehealth service means the distribution of health-related services and information via
electronic information and telecommunication technologies in lieu of being transported to a hospital.

Hospital wait time means the time an ambulance is waiting to offload a patient at the hospital and
unable to return to service.

STAT-Transport means the interfacility transportation of a critically injured patient via use of a
city ambulance/rescue.

SECTION 3. Chapter 30, Emergency Services, Article 11, Emergency Medical Aid Fees, Section 30-41,
Emergency medical aide fees, is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 30-41. - Emergency medical aid fees.

Emergency medical aid fees for ALS1, ALS2, BLS, and medical treatment without transport, as well as
any other category of ambulance or rescue user fee, shall be established and amended by resolution of
the city. Treatment shall be rendered regardless of the patient's ability to pay.

SECTION 4, All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith shall be and the same are
hereby repealed.

SECTION 5. If any part, section, subsection or other portion of this ordinance or any application
thereof to any person or circumstance is declared void, unconstitutional or invalid for any reason,
such part, section, subsection or other portion, or the prescribed application thereof, shall be
severable and the remaining provisions of this ordinance, and all applications thereof not having
been declared void, unconstitutional or invalid, shall remain in full force and effect. The city council
specifically declares that no invalid or prescribed provision or application was an inducement to the
enactment of this ordinance and that it would have enacted this ordinance regardless of the invalid
or prescribed provision or application.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval and adoption as provided by
law.

PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VENICE, FLORIDA, THIS 12TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER, 2023.

First Reading: August 22, 2023
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Final Reading: September 12, 2023

ADOPTION:  September 12, 2023

Nick Pachota, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kelly Michaels, MMC, City Clerk

I, KELLY MICHAELS, MMC, City Clerk of the City of Venice, Florida, a municipal corporation in Sarasota
County, Florida, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full and complete, true and correct copy of an
Ordinance duly adopted by the Venice City Council, at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on the
12th day of September 2023, a quorum being present.

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of said City this 12t day of September 2023.

Kelly Michaels, MMC, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney
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Prepared by: City Attorney’s Office
Requested by: Venice Fire Department

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-XX
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF VENICE, FLORIDA ADOPTING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF
EMERGENCY MEDICAL AID FEES CONSISTENT WITH SECTION 30-41 OF THE CITY CODE OF
ORDINANCES; SUPERSEDING RESOLUTION NO. 2020-17; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, since assuming emergency medical services from Sarasota County, the City has
begun to incur costs for additional services not contemplated by the current fee schedule; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the public that the users of the services pay the cost thereof;
and

WHEREAS, Section 30-41 of the City of Venice Code of Ordinances authorizes city council to adopt
emergency medical aid fees by resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VENICE, FLORIDA, as
follows:

SECTION 1. The whereas clauses above are ratified and confirmed as true and correct.

SECTION 2. The Venice City Council hereby adopts the Schedule of Emergency Medical Aid Fees
attached hereto as “Exhibit A”.

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall supersede and replace Resolution No. 2020-17.
SECTION 4. This Resolution shall take effect October 1, 2023

APPROVED AND ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE VENICE CITY COUNCIL HELD ON
THE 12TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2023.

Nick Pachota, Mayor

ATTEST

Kelly Michaels, MMC, City Clerk
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I, Kelly Michaels, MMC, City Clerk of the City of Venice, Florida, a municipal corporation
in Sarasota County, Florida, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full and complete, true and
correct copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the City of Venice Council at a meeting thereof duly
convened and held on the 12th day of September 2023 a quorum being present.

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of the said city this 12th day of September 2023.

Kelly Michaels, MMC, City Clerk

(SEAL)

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney
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“EXHIBIT A”

Schedule of Emergency Medical Aid Fees

Service Cost

Basic Life Support $600.-00 $700.00
Advanced Life Support 1 $600.00 $800.00
Advanced Life Support 2 $650.00 $825.00
Medical Treatment without Transport $12500 175.00
Mileage Patient Transport Mileage $10.00 permile $14.00 per mile
Team Equipment Fee $220.00

Telehealth Service $175.00

Hospital Wait Time

First 30 minutes has no charge,
$150.00 for the next 30 minutes, then
$75.00 per each 30 minutes thereafter

STAT-Transport

$1,500.00 plus patient transport
mileage rate

Special Events:

a. Stand-by Time for ambulance and crew, per hour
(minimum charge will be for three hours and charges
will be rounded up to the next hour)

b. Stand-by Time for ambulance and crew, per person
per hour (minimum charge will be for three hours
and charges will be rounded up to the next hour)

c. Wait time for ambulance and crew, per half hour
(minimum charge will be for three hours and charges
will be rounded up to the next half hour)

a. $160.00

b. $60.00

c. $50.00
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