

















My name is Robert Farrell. | have lived in the house at 640 W. Venice Avenue
since my parents, Martin and June Farrell, purchased it, in 1967, from Martha
Tignor. Martha, who was divorced from Orbry Crowley, had owned the home
since she and her then husband built it, in 1948. Crowley was a builder and built
this home as his residence. It is the first single-family house built on the north
side of West Venice Avenue.

Figure 1 Current image of 640 W. Venice Ave. Front.

If ever a picture was worth a thousand words, the aerial photograph below, of the
Gulf View Section of Venice, demonstrates the historical relevance of this
property.



Figure 2 1948 Aerial photograph of Gulf View Section of Venice. House clearly visible as the only structure on the north side of
the 600 block.

As can be seen in the image, this structure, at the corner of West Venice Avenue
and Armada Road, is the only existing home on the north side facing Venice
Avenue in all of the 500, 600, and 700 blocks—in fact, it is the only single-family
home on all of West Venice Avenue, as the 100, 200, 300 and 400 blocks were
commercial and city-owned park property.



Figure 3 1948 image of house taken from Armada Rd. Shows open breezeway and porch, as well as crowlspace vent and access

Figure 4 1948 image of house taken from W. Venice Ave. Shows original center window configuration and open porch, as well
as existing 5-light door from porch to kitchen.



While “first on the street’ may not in itself be significant, it is also one of the first
homes to be built in the Gulf View Section at the dawn of the ‘rebirth’ of Venice
after the devastation of the Depression and the subsequent languishing of the city
in the 1930’s and 40’s. Itis only in the late 40’s that Venice began to attract new
energy and growth, and this home was one of the structures that contributed to
its reawakening.

The primary architectural focus in Venice, from a historical perspective, has
predominantly been the Mediterranean-influenced original 1920’s buildings and
the ‘Florida Moderne’ and Sarasota School of Architecture homes of the late 50’s
and early 60’s.

640 W. Venice Avenue is a pristine example of an architectural style that has
received far less attention, and one that falls roughly in the period of the mid-
1940’s to the mid-1950s—the ‘Mid-Century Ranch.’

The Ranch was a less ornate approach than the Mediterranean and embraced a
simple floorplan that can be basically described as: entry directly into living room;
kitchen and dining rooms on one end of the house and bedrooms grouped on the
other end of the house with a shared bathroom.

It was the precursor of the common ranch style of the 1960’s and 70’s, but
considerably better built and with distinctive differences:

--Concrete block foundation with crawlspace, exposed plumbing, and concrete
block vents.

--Wood floor beams and joists supporting a wood subfloor and hardwood
flooring.

--Working fireplace.

--Large wooden crank-operated awning windows made of rot resistant wood—
likely cypress.

--True-dimensional lumber, ie. a 2x4 was actually 2”x4”, etc.

--Roofing trusses set on 16” centers as opposed to the common 24” placement on
later ranches.



--Exterior trim, ie. gable ends, soffits, facia, of rot resistant wood. | cannot state
with certainty the type of wood on this home.

--Roof decking of true 1” dimensional lumber, not plywood.
--Painted concrete block exterior with horizontal lines accented. No stucco.

While | am not an architecture scholar, nor an architect or builder, the above list
is specific to this property, and is evidenced by casual observation of other homes
in Venice from this era. Most of those properties, from my observations, appear
to have had significant exterior and likely interior alterations.

| believe that what makes this property worthy of particular attention is that both
the exterior and interior are virtually intact, as originally constructed. The overall
construction is concrete block, with vented raised foundation, true-dimensional
lumber floor joists, yellow pine floors in the bedrooms, oak floors in the living and
dining room, true-dimensional lumber roof rafters on 16” centers, and tongue
and groove cedar or cypress gable ends.

Additionally, the original wood soffits and facia are intact as well as the original
wooden gable vents. There are no exterior components that have been replaced
or covered up.

The original owners of the home, sometime in the 1950’s made the only two
substantial alterations: they replaced the living room windows with aluminum
awnings windows, that | have since replaced with impact windows; and they
closed-in the original open breezeway connecting the main house to the two-car
garage. As that alteration was done so close to the time of the original
construction, it maintains the ‘look’ and construction methods of the period.



Figure 5 Detail showing wood awning windows; painted concrete block; wood gable end with wood attic vent; wood soffit with
screen venting; facia with rounded profile; and lower concrete block crawlspace

Figure 6 Detail of wood facia, gable end, and soffit construction.



Figure 7 Detail with crawlspace vent and access panel, as well as previously listed structural elements.

Figure 8 Armada Rd. gable end.



Figure 9 Detail of wood awning window showing mechanism.

Figure 10 Rear gable end and wood awning window.



Figure 11 Two car garage built at the same time as the main house. Same architectural details, original garage doors. Faces
Armada Rd.

Figure 12 Roof construction detail showing 16" centers; 1" lumber decking; and what appears to be yellow pine true dimension
trusses. Exposed during ceiling repair in bedroom



Figure 13 Full bath with original wall and floor tile.

Figure 14 Bathroom detail showing arch over tub enclosure.



Figure 15 Original built-in wood kitchen cabinets with pine doors, and scalloped valance over sink.

Figure 16 Kitchen detail with arch leading to pantry on left, powder room on right, and porch with original 5-light door.



Figure 17 Living room detail showing original fireplace, hearth and mantle; original baseboards and unrestored oak floors.

Figure 18 Living room looking into dining room showing arch and original wood trim.



Figure 19 Living room showing fireplace, view through dining room into kitchen, oak floors, and original 5-light door onto porch.

Figure 20 Interior of porch showing painted concrete block and original 5-light doors.



Figure 21 View from hallway showing one of the original interior doors, looking into a bedroom with unrestored yellow pine
floors.

Figure 22 Detail of unrestored yellow pine bedroom flooring.



Figure 23 Detail of unrestored oak flooring in living room.

Figure 24 Florida room looking toward and through kitchen. Note the ceiling, which is the same on the front porch. This was the
original open breezeway.



This property is, in short, a time-capsule. It is an untouched example of a short-
lived architectural style and method of construction. The interior is unaltered and
is as modern and welcoming today as it was when it was built—right down to the
original and intact plaster walls and ceilings. There may be other houses in the
Gulf View Section of Venice that were built in the same period, but | suspect none
that have remained as true to their origins.

| believe that the property is worthy of recognition on the Local Register, in the
hopes that it may dissuade a future owner from demolishing it. Its prominent
location—on Venice’s primary boulevard, adds to the importance of hoping to
preserve it for future generations.
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