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“Venice is the first city built to demonstrate what Florida
can do to produce a community that is at once a fine
resort of great charm and refreshment and a city serving
all the everyday needs of a well-conceived, well-designed
and soundly constructed municipality. The result is an
inspiration to those who would make this world a better

place to live in.”

—John Nolen,
Venice City Planner, 1926



An Opportunity

With its charming historic Main Street,
its pristine beaches, its year-round
summer, and its endless opportunities
for community enjoyment, it is no
wonder the city of Venice is gaining a
reputation as Florida’s “Paradise on the
Gulf.”

What is less known, however, is the
story of the people and events that
shaped Venice into the special place it
is today and that made it a model for
livable cities across America. Soon,
residents and tourists will connect to
this story in a whole new way.

A generous $1-million donation from
long-time resident Julia Cousins Laning
has enabled the Venice Area Museum
(VAM)—now housed in the historic
Triangle Inn—to embark on a plan to
build a larger home for itself. The new
building will give VAM and its collection
storage the expanded space it needs

to continue to preserve the history of
Venice and the neighboring communities
that have left an imprint on the city.
More importantly, the facility will feature
a world-class public exhibition space,

so this history can enlighten and inspire
generations into the future.

Julia Cousins Laning
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