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Citizen Input on LDRs

• Hundreds of citizens provided input 
throughout the process to EAB, ARB, HPB, 
Planning Commission and City Council

• Hundreds more emailed City Council

• More than 1,400 signed a petition calling for a 
freeze of height limits downtown 

• Local groups jointly asked City Council to delay 
LDR approval in June: Venice Audubon, 
Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation, 
Save Downtown Venice, and others



Venice Unites

• In August, a group of voters launched an 
effort to ensure the citizens were heard

• They used the mechanism created in the 
City Charter to seek the repeal and 
reconsideration of the LDRs

• Voters have eagerly sought the petition 
out to sign on 



Venice 
Unites 
Requests



Downtown 
Building Heights

• Protecting Downtown’s 
charm and coherence

• Preserving one of Venice’s 
most valuable assets 

• Removing incentive for 
historic building teardowns 



So much has already been lost



Downtown Edge District

• Protecting neighborhood 
compatibility

• Removing incentives for destroying 
historic assets on Milan, Ponce de 
Leon, Pensacola and Nassau

• Ensuring appropriate scale of 
residential development



What a 30-foot-tall home looks like in Downtown Edge



What LDRs  
allow in 
Downtown 
Edge



Commercial 
Development in PUDs

• Maintaining neighborhood 
compatibility

• Keeping out-of-scale 
development out of communities

• Honoring Venice’s 
Comprehensive Plan



Wildlife Assessments

• Ensuring compliance in the
city with state regulations on 
building sites

• Preserving Venice’s threatened 
and endangered species

• Putting little financial burden 
on home builders



Thank 
You 


