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VENICE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 10, 2013, 9:00 am 

Good Morning. 

My name is Arlene Hunter. I live at 1043 Roberta Street. I have been a homeowner there for 
15 years. 

The issue that I am presenting to the Council today is about 'Recreational Fires'. The City of 
Venice does not have an ordinance on 'recreational fires' (which is what the Forestry Division is 
calling them) nor are there state statutes on 'Florida Outdoor Burning Regulations' (for 
recreational fires). 

For the past several months, my neighbor, Karen LeBlanc, who lives directly across the street 
from me at 1044 Roberta Street, has been burning large fires in her back yard for the past 
several months. At times, the fires are burning 24/7. The tenants that live with her also attend 
the fires, but sometimes they are left completely unattended. Even when the fires are small or 
at a smolder, they produce a terrible smoke smell. My complaint is the smell of smoke in my 
house and outside. I have to keep my windows closed, because I never know at what time of 
day she might start a fire or kindle the fire back up; it might be at 5 or llpm or Bam. I am not 
free to open my windows or be in my own yard, because of the smell of smoke. The smoke is 
causing me to cough and my throat close up. I am feeling like a prisoner, because I am forced 
to stay inside my house with my windows closed. This is an invasion of my property, my rights 
and my wellbeing. 

This past Friday morning at 7:30am, when leaving for work, I could smell the strong smoke 
smell again. I called Sarasota County's 'Myakka River Forestry District' that governs 'Florida's 
Outdoor Burning Regulations'. They told me they would have a supervisor call me. At 9:45 the 
same morning, I received a call from Rick Christman, supervisor of the Forestry District. He said 
that he had come to check the fire out and was at my house. He said he could not get anyone 
to answer the neighbor's door (where the fire was), but could see a lady sitting by the fire (in 
the back yard); he said he tried to get her to acknowledge him, but she would not speak to him. 
He said a few minutes later, the homeowner came out to leave in her car. Mr. Christman took 
that opportunity to speak with her about the smell of the fires and consideration of the 
neighbors. Mr. Christman told me that (in so many words) she told him she was doing the fires 
on purpose now for spite, because the neighbors had complained. 

At 2pm that same day (this past Friday), I spoke with John Paytek of code enforcement re this 
problem. He told me that another neighbor had complained about the fires, but the fire 
department found that everything was within code. Even though the setbacks and other 
particulars might be to code, I had to call 911 at llpm about six (6) weeks ago; because the 
flames were shooting above the back of the house. I told Mr. Paytek that (at this point), the fire 
safety or regulation was not my issue. I said my complaint is the nuisance of the smoke odor, 
which most of the time is unbearable. I asked him what I was to do. He said I could have five 
(5) minutes with City Council meeting. 



So before going to other authorities and/or media, I am petitioning you, the Council, for a 
resolution to this problem. 

I appreciate your time and effort in helping me with this matter. 

Arlene Hunter 


