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1. U.S. 41 Bypass improvement continues to be the area’s 
highest transportation priority in order to complete the 
widening of the highway in this area and eliminate the 
bottleneck that makes travel inefficient.
(For more information, see “Background” on Page 3.)

CITY OF VENICE STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
The City of Venice wishes to express its gratitude to the Florida State Legislative body for its work
to provide the best and highest quality of life for residents of the state and especially, residents
of Venice. We are greatly thankful for previous support of beach renourishment, transportation
projects and other actions for the benefit of our citizens. The following needs have been identi-
fied by Venice City Council. The City of Venice requests your help with these important projects:

2. Support Home Rule

The City of Venice requests the support of legislation
that provides for Home Rule authority for cities and coun-
ties to make decisions which reflect the unique needs of the
local community and the wishes of its citizens.
. A. Repeal of the state law that prohibits Home Rule
in regard to new short-term rental ordinances or amending
existing ordinances.

B.  Provide relief from the current requirements in
funding 175 and 185 pension plans.

C. Support legislation that provides comprehensive
and fair property tax and insurance reform while retaining
Home Rule authority. 

3. Beach Renourishment

The City of Venice is grateful for past support for beach
renourishment. We hope to receive continued support with
state funding for the city's next scheduled beach renourish-
ment project in 2015. Renourishing the beach serves to pro-
tect the economy and the health, safety and welfare of this
Florida coastal community.
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The City of Venice is opposed to any drilling for gas or oil in the
Gulf of Mexico within 10 miles of its shoreline. The beaches
are a natural and economic asset to the area. The City of
Venice and other local government entities have joined in a
commitment to preserve the ecological balance and natural
beauty of the area, which such drilling activities threaten.

4. No Oil or Gas Drilling

5. Incentives for Alternative Energy and 
Energy Conservation and Efficiency Improvements

The City of Venice encourages the Florida Legislature to pro-
vide any incentives possible to encourage citizens to retrofit
their homes and businesses with energy efficient and alterna-
tive energy products; and to provide funding opportunities for
local governments to use alternative energy products.

6. Funding to expand the city’s history museum and archives 

The Venice Museum and Archives, located in a 1,500-square
foot historic building, serves as the main repository for archae-
ological and historical materials related to Venice and its sur-
rounding communities. The museum is quickly running out of
room to store its historic treasures and to display them for the
public’s education. With seed money of $1 million donated by
a city resident, and an economic feasibility study regarding the
museum’s expansion, VMA is now seeking public and private
funds to make this a reality. (For more information, see
“Background” on Page 4.)

6. Shifting Runway 13-31 away from a residential neighbor-
hood is the City's top priority to improve aviation and 
public safety at Venice Municipal Airport.

(For more information see “Background” on Page 3.)



BACKGROUND INFORMATION: U.S. 41 Bypass

• U.S. 41 Bypass is a four-lane arterial roadway serving the City of Venice and Sarasota County. On August 12,
2008, the Venice City Council adopted a resolution, approved by the Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO), recommending that the project be separated into three segments, with Phase I being the
middle segment from Albee Farm Road to Gulf Coast Boulevard, including the intersection of Venice Avenue
and U.S. 41 Bypass, as presented by Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 

• In 2005 the road had an average daily traffic flow of 49,000 vehicles per day. It has become increasingly con-
gested, with projections of over 54,300 vehicles per day in 2012 and 73,200 vehicles per day in 2032.

• The Bypass has been graded a service level "F," the worst operating level for roads according to FDOT.

• The only other major north-south roadway in this area is Interstate 75, which is frequently closed due to major
accidents. These traffic events shift traffic onto U.S. 41 Bypass, which is already overloaded, compromising
emergency/disaster response, hurricane evacuation and adversely affecting the economic vitality of the region.

• The roadway north and south of U.S. 41 Bypass has already been widened to six lanes.

•  Funding has been obtained to widen U.S. 41 Bypass from four to six lanes to eliminate the bottleneck in the
north-south transportation corridor. It is critical that we stay on this path and complete this job that has  been
a priority in this community for more than two decades.

• This road project remains one of the highest priorities of the City of Venice, Sarasota County, the
Sarasota/Manatee MPO, the ManaSota League of Cities and the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce.
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• The Airport Layout Plan calls for moving Runway 13-31 727 feet southeast to remove the Runway Protection
Zone (RPZ) from 24 single family homes and preserve the 5,000-foot primary runway. 

• The installation of an Engineered Material Arresting System (EMAS) will be required to maintain the Runway
Safety Area (RSA) standards at the southeastern end of Runway 13-31.

•The project is estimated to cost $12 million, of which $600,000 is projected to be requested from the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) through the Joint Automated Capital Improvement Program in FY 14-15.

• Once completed, the improvements will enhance land use compatibility surrounding the airport, remove 24
single family homes from the RPZ, an area meant to enhance safety and protect persons and property on the
ground.

• In 2010 it was estimated to cost $16 million to purchase the 24 homes located in that residential subdivision
with deeded beach access.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Venice Municipal Airport Runway 13-31 Shift 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Funding for Museum Expansion 

Examples of some funding opportunities from
the state are below. The deadline for some of these
have already passed for 2013, but may be offered
again in 2014.

Special Category Grants
Description
To assist major archaeological excavations, large
restoration projects at historic structures, and major
museum exhibit projects involving the development
and presentation of information on the history of
Florida. 
Eligibility
Departments or agencies of the state, including uni-
versities, cities, counties and other units of local gov-
ernment, and not-for-profit organizations in good
standing with Division of Corporations. A minimum
need of $50,000 is required for consideration. 
Award
Range from $50,000 to $350,000. Per the October 14,
2009 adoption of Chapter 1A-39, Florida
Administrative Code, the minimum match for each
grant application shall be the greater of $50,000
(cash and/or in-kind services or materials) or 50% of
the requested grant amount, unless the project is
located in a REDI county or community. The match
requirement for qualifying REDI applicants is 10% of
the requested grant amount. 

Cultural Facilities Grants
Description
Funding for acquisition, construction, or renovation
of cultural facilities; not appropriate for project plan-
ning. 
Eligibility
A public entity governed by a county or municipality;
or a not-for-profit, tax-exempt Florida corporation in
good standing with Division of Corporations. 
Award
Requests up to $500,000; grantee organization may
not receive more than $1.5 million in total state fund-
ing during five consecutive state fiscal years. Match at
least 2:1, or two applicant dollars for every one state
dollar requested. Reduced match to 1:1 may be

requested by REDI Counties or communities and
organizations with Total Support and Revenue of less
than $500,000. 

Florida Cultural Endowment Grants
Description
Provides support to qualifying cultural sponsoring
organizations. 
Eligibility
Not-for-profit, tax-exempt Florida corporation in
good standing with Division of Corporations. 
Award
$240,000 state dollars for $360,000 local match dol-
lars; $600,000 total dollars invested and interest used
for operations. 

General Program Support Grants
Description
Funding to support the general program activities of
an organization that is engaged in conducting, creat-
ing, producing, presenting, staging, or sponsoring
multiple cultural exhibits, performances, educational
programs, or events during the grant period. General
Program Support funding is not intended to fund
indirect or overhead expenses. 
Eligibility
A public entity governed by a county or municipality;
or a not-for-profit, tax-exempt Florida corporation in
good standing with Division of Corporations. A single
organization may submit only one (1) General
Program Support OR one (1) Specific Cultural Project
grant application for each grant period. This restric-
tion includes local governments and universities and
local governments that share a Federal Employer
Identification Number (FEIN) or tax ID. Organizations
that would formerly submit multiple applications
from different departments must coordinate to
decide on a single application for each annual cycle. 
Award
Requests up to $150,000 depending on the size and
type of organization and other factors as outlined in
the grant guidelines. 
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