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on this project and suggested Ms. Davis contact Sarasota County Parks and Recreation General

Manager John McCarthy.

3:15) Lois Regan, 1228 Pine Needle Road, spoke in favor of renaming Tramonto Vista Park to

Maxine Barritt Park.

Rosemary Vauzanges, 536 Riviera, expressed her delight with the abundant number of public

parks in the city and spoke in favor of renaming the Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine Barritt Park.

Imogene Rigdon, 11.8 Treviso Court, spoke in favor to rename Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine

Barritt Park.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

1. Policy Recommendation -Nomination of Environmentally Sensitive and

Neighborhood Park Lands -Mary Holcombe, Assistant City Manager

Ms. Holcombe gave a brief introduction regarding the nomination concept, emphasized this

policy is not intended to circumvent the right of any citizen to make a recommendation or

nomination directly to Sarasota County, and noted the on-line nomination form on the

www.sc~ov.net website. She explained the intent of the policy is to ensure a staff review is

completed and recommendations are available to city council should a citizen request city
council endorsement. She outlined the city's procedure that includes filing an application with

the planning and zoning department and staff involvement in the nomination through the

Technical Review Committee (TRC). She went on to say if the nomination is consistent with the

city's goals and objectives and is approved by the TRC, then the application would be presented
to the Parks and Recreation Board followed by the Planning Commission and then City Council.

If the application is not approved it would be returned to the applicant with an explanation of the

outstanding issues and told they could proceed to the county if they desire.

Ms. Holcombe stated the last step in the process is the city manager submits a letter to Mr.

McCarthy at the county stating the city endorses the application, and reiterated each step would

require board approval.

Ms. Holcombe answered questions regarding the location being more than five miles from an

existing park or preserve and the effect of this procedure on the Blue Haven proposal.

Discussion ensued regarding the five mile county criteria and water service to parks.

3:32) There was a consensus to approve the form. and procedure for the nomination of

environmentally sensitive and neighborhood park lands.

2. Renaming of Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine Barritt Park -Gary Budway

Mr. Budway reviewed his cover letter and application. for the renaming of a park, stated he

serves on the Citizens Tax and Bond Committees, and noted the number of citizens that were in

favor of renaming Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine Barritt Park. He summarized the number of

years Ms. Barritt worked on the acquisition and development of the park, and expressed his
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support to have Tramonto Vista Park renamed to Maxine Barritt Park. Mr. Budway stated the
final plans for the park have not been disclosed, talked about the funding for the park, and stated

regardless of what the board does today, this request will move forward to council.

Chair Andrews reviewed the Tramonto Vista Park presentation given by Assistant City Engineer
Kathleen Weeden, who reported ground breaking will commence in June 2009 with a completion
date of June 2010. He queried the board on the two requests received to rename Tramonto Vista
Park to either Clark Recreational Park or Maxine Barritt Park.

Discussion followed regarding the consideration of this name change, the past recommendation
of Clark Recreational Park, delaying a decision on this until next month, additional information
on other options, council hearing both options, the official name change occurring later in the

process due to grants and permits under the Tramonto Vista name, council being aware of both
name recommendations, apossible motion to forward the request to council without board

approval, and allowing city council to determine the park name.

3:51) Mr. Gelormino moved the proposal for the Tramonto Vista Park name change to Maxine
Barritt Park be forwarded to council without a recommendation from the Parks and Recreation

Advisory Board, and for council to make the final decision on the name of the park. Seconded
by Ms. Silk. MOTION CARRIED WITH SIX IN FAVOR AND TWO OPPOSED.

Mr. McKeon answered questions regarding the Tree City USA proposal being communicated to

city council.

Mr. McKeon left the meeting at 3:54 p.m.

3. Park Appreciation Day -Monty Andrews

Mr. Andrews proposed the board discuss the establishment of Park Appreciation Day to be held

annually in Venice in conjunction with Earth Day on April 22. He commented on the county
efforts to promote park usage with a slogan or motto, such as " it starts in the parks" and

suggested the city have their own slogan to promote city parks.

Discussion followed regarding including all the parks, Earth Day event at the community center,
picking one park that people frequent, promoting unused parks, fitness equipment or mile
markers on walking paths, utilization of parks, handing out park brochures to educate the public,
the city park system encompassing the community center, library and art center, and having the
first Park Appreciation Day this year.

There was a consensus to promote a Park Appreciation Day in Venice.

Discussion continued regarding the time frame for a Park Appreciation Day resolution and

promoting parks immediately.



.. City Oil the c.If .. 

To: 

City of Venice 
Office of the City Manager 

MEMORANDUM 

From: 

Mayor and City Council J'./ 
Isaac D. Turner, City Manage(.f)'t-~ 
April 1 , 2009 Date: 

Re: Renaming of Parks 

At the February 9, 2009 meeting of the City of Venice Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, the 
members voted to submit an application to rename Tramonto Visa Park. The requested name was the 
Clark Recreation Center. The application was made by Ms. Dawn Stoddart, a member of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board and the granddaughter of Mr. Clark. On March 16, 2009 Mr. Gary 
Budway reviewed an application with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to rename the 
Tramonto Visa Park to the Maxine Barritt Park. The Board voted to forward the request to City 
Council without a recommendation. During Audience Participation at the April 14, 2009 City Council 
Meeting, Mr. Budway requested that the renaming of Tramonto Vista Park be placed as an agenda 
item on the April 28, 2009 City Council Meeting agenda. The applications submitted by Ms. Stoddart 
and Mr. Budway are attached. 

During Council Reports at the March 24, 2009 City Council Meeting, Mr. McKeon informed City 
Council of both applications and of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board's actions. At that time, it 
was determined that Mr. McKeon would work with staff regarding the rules of order for the renaming 
process and the City Manager would look for alternatives, such as naming specific areas in the park 
after an individual. 

Subsequently two City Council members (Ms. Lang and Mr. Zavodnyik) have requested that this item 
be placed on the April 28, 2009 City Council agenda. 

City Council Options: 
The following options are available for your consideration: 

1. Rename the park for one of the individuals requested. 
2. Name a section of the park after one of the suggested individuals. (The tentative plans include 

a large gazebo/pavilion.) 
3. Name a section of Heritage Park in honor of one of the individuals. 
4. Place a commemorative plaque in Heritage Park in honor of one of the individuals. 
5. Rename another existing park in honor of one of the individuals. 

In the event that it is determined that the park name be changed, Staff has requested that the effective 
date of the change be after the formal opening of the park to avoid the confusion caused by the 
resubmission of paperwork in the midst of various permitting processes. 
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Mr. Turner indicated this was the continuation of previous practice and percentages were based on 
population figures to be reviewed annually. 

MOTION CARRIED ON VOICE VOTE UNANIMOUSLY. 

VIII. INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT REGARDING DISTRIBUTION FORMULA FOR 
ALLOCATION OF REVENUE FROM CERTAIN LOCAL OPTION FUEL TAX 
LEVIED PURSUANT TO SECTION 336.025(1)(B) F.S.- APPROVED 

Mr. McKeon moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement regarding distribution formula for 
allocation of revenue from certain local option fuel tax levied pursuant to Section 336.025( 1 )(b) F.S. 
and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. Seconded by Ms. Taylor. 

MOTION CARRIED ON VOICE VOTE UNANIMOUSLY. 

IX. RENAMING TRAMONTO VISTA PARK· APPROVED 

Mr. Turner presented background information regarding renaming Tramonto Vista Park after either 
Robert Clark or Maxine Barritt, and explored options including naming a section ofTramonto Vista 
Park, naming a section or placing a commemorative plaque in Heritage Park, and renaming another 
existing park. 

Marjorie El-Kadi, 1229 Lucaya Avenue; Joanne Corliss, 5840 Venisota Road; Joyce Ottinger, 
578 Park Estates Square; Mike Gelormino, 801 Auburn Lakes Circle; Rosemary Vauzanges, 
536 Riviera Street; and Barbara Strife, 783 Vivienda South Court supported renaming Tramonto 
Vista Park after Maxine Barritt. 

Walt Jennings, 601 Alhambra Road, favored retaining the park name as Tramonto Vista Park. 

Ted Koszarski, 1229 Lucaya Avenue, and Walter Hake, 682 Pond Willow Lane, spoke in favor of 
renaming the Park after Maxine Barritt. 

Dawn Stoddart, 708 Cadiz Road, displayed a photograph of Robert Clark, reviewed Mr. Clark's 
contributions with regard to surveying and laying out Venice in 1926, and requested that council 
rename Tramonto Vista Park toe Clark Recreation Park. 

Mr. Turner left the dais at 3:00p.m. and returned at 3:01 p.m. 

John Patten, Venice resident, supported renaming Tramonto Vista Park after Maxine Barritt. 

Elaine Schwartz, Venice resident, commented on Maxine Barritt' s efforts to establish Venice Paw 
Park. 



FEB.24, 2009. 

GARYFBUDWAY 
1953 SETTLEMENT ROAD 

VENlCE, FL. 34285 
PHONE 941-488-7614 

EMAIL- GBUDWAY@AIM.COM 

APPLICATION FOR NAMING OF MAXINE BARRITT PARK 

Mayor Martin and City Council Members; 

Please find attached an application for the naming ofthe former !-Brohard Park 2-South 
Brohard Park temporary named Tramonto Vista Park to now be named after Maxine 
Barritt. The application is self explanatory and since City Council is the final authority for 
naming/renaming parks I am sending you this request to review and act upon. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Gary F. Budway 

c.c.-VNC 
-VlL 
-File 

,. ) 

' 



APPLICATION FOR NAMING/RENAMING OF: 

1) ~ 
b. Portion of a park (circle one) 
c. Designated facility 
d. Public area 

2) Name of person/organization for which the area is to be named: 

J1AX;II/£ /3//,fAJiJT /?1£)( 
3) Location of the area to be named and specific details-of..request; /J _ / 

~rc/llftc'f),l(!f/{lt.. y IJIA!StEIJ Jifiii'IO~ t!/57?1 /};,('~ ;/£;.f}(M'r 1-6R~~,;d' q~K 
· . I · :J. -Sc.~7h lJ~c~ d£1 

/I ,1/<1) tJ/J. [} /? 1 vt3- wklf~ Yw/lft!. l£aiU!t;;YI ;Jt;,~T IPA s 1b && AII~P"r/ 
4) Is this p~c4fof~~this ~r{b~frt~ o?¢e~or the Venice area? @ No 

5) What significant contributions did this person/organization make to the Venice area? 

- -·-~ -- ---- -- ---- - ------ ·-- ------- --·-·······-· - - ·- -

Maxine Barritt was a Venice community organizer and dedicated volunteer who worked tirelessly to 
create a public park where there was once a sewer treatment plant. She circulated a petition and 
collected over 3000 signatures in support of the initiative, and she persuaded the City that a park should 
be built on the site. She w:orked tirelessly and supported the passage of a bond whose proceeds would be 
used to create and preserve a passive natural park in an area that bas been identified as the largest 
remaining area of unspoiled beach front in Sarasota County. She was a member of the City's Bond 
Oversight Committee and served on the Board of various public service organizations. It would be 
fitting if the person most responsible for the creation of this asset would have it named in her honor. 

Please use opposite side of page if more room is needed. 

6) Please be prepared to have a personal representative present at a Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board meeting to discuss the merits of this application. You will be contacted as to 
the time and place of the meeting. Applications must be submitted to the City Clerks office at 

~ least two weeks prior to the meeting at whic the naming is to be discussed . 

.T7J/?Y i(;ula/4J~hffs;cl£tt-~1-71~ . · , ~-!1S3 S'E17f.J!_IIfe/l/l>6/lc/ 
- Vlct-/!trfS"!cli,;1-J/MJJctf ~Y.tf41V...(J5 /..f/Jgu£ UEIJ/tcti" 17/... - :37;<t?.§"" 

\ICOVSRVAJ~~;;;::t~"';("C:;,,·&,;;:t;:~;:;;r 9'11-/;!lff-7?/ y ' 
,.. . I CP!Z1~;777!'t3 t;IJ'-fJJw/ly <#J.-At>L .· {"t?/fi 

~-dty&:4-k?fkR-J-;r-o9-~;6~r 
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Home 

Biehl Park 

Blalock Park 

Brohard Park 

Centennial Park 

Chauncy Howard Park 

Chuck Reiter 

City Hall Park 

Dr. Fred Albee 

East Gate Park 

Fountain Park 

Graser Park 

Hecksher Park 

Heritage Park 

Higel Marine 

Humphris (Jetty) 

John Nolen Park 

Marina Park 

Maxine Barritt 

Mundy Park 

Patriots Park 

Paw Park 

Ponce De Leon 

Prentiss French 

Ruscelletto Park 

Sawg rass Park 

Service Club 

Venetian Trail 

Venezia Park 

Venice Beach 

Venice Myakka 

Venice Pier 

Wellfield 

West Blalock 

SuggestiOn Box FAQs 

Search S1te B 

V1s1tor Res1dents Busmess C1ty Manager Departments 

You are here: Home '> Parks > B1eh! 

Biehl Park 

Biehl Park is named for Michael Biehl, who donated money to the Sarasota Conservation 
Foundation for the purchase of the property on which the park was created. 

Amenities: Landscaping, benches, litter receptacles, fountai n and mural. 

Restrictions: Click here to view restrictions . 

Location: 100 W. Tampa Ave., at the corner of U.S. 41 Business 

http://www. venicegov .com/Park_linkslbiehl.asp 6/30/2017 
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III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. McKeon moved to approve Minutes of the Regular Meetings held December 9, 2008, and

April 14, 2009, and the Special Meetings held February 6 and February 25, 2009, and the

Comprehensive Plan Workshop held March 3, 2009. Seconded by Ms. Lang. MOTION CARRIED

ON VOICE VOTE UNANIMOUSLY.

IV. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

1:42) Jim Perry, 308 Lynnbrook Circle, thanked council for reconsidering modifying the hours for

concerts at Centennial Park and presented suggestions to address parking concerns and stimulate

downtown business activity.

Gary Budway, 1953 Settlement Road, displayed and compared charges on a Sarasota County water

bill and a City of Venice water bill.

Mayor Martin requested that Mr. Turner check into this issue and present findings to council.

Ms. Lang commented on previous discussions regarding backflow program charges.

Herb Levine, 802 Harbor Drive South, discussed funding for the children's fountain in Centennial

Park and water bill charges.

Mr. Snyder commented on the current method for allocating indirect costs on the city water bill.

2:01) Lois Regan, 1.228 Pine Needle Road, turned in a petition with 902 names in support of

renaming Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine Barritt Park.

John Ryan, Venice Area Chamber of Commerce, indicated the Chamber would like to submit a letter

to Representative Vern Buchanan supporting Item 1 of the City Manager's Report, legislative
funding consideration for the Venice Avenue portion of the Downtown Master Plan anal

U.S. Bypass 41 Capacity Improvement Projects.

John Patten, Venice resident, commented on questionable water billing.

Mr. Turner stated an investigation turned up no criminal activity regarding water bills and increased

water pressure, and discussed opportunities to improve operations, efficiency, and effectiveness at

the water plant.

Elaine Schwartz, 240 South Harbor Drive, reviewed increases in her water bill.
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Mr. Turner indicated this was the continuation of previous practice and percentages were based on

population figures to be reviewed annually. ~ a

MOTION CARRIED ON VOICE VOTE UNANIMOUSLY.

VIII. INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT REGARDING DISTRIBUTION FORMULA FOR

ALLOCATION OF REVENUE FROM CERTAIN LOCAL OPTION FUEL TAX

LEVIED PURSUANT TO SECTION 336.025(1)(B) F.S. -APPROVED

Mr. McKeon moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement regarding distribution formula for

allocation of revenue from certain local option fuel tax levied pursuant to Section 336.025(1)(b) F.S.

and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. Seconded by Ms. Taylor.

MOTION CARRIED ON VOICE VOTE UNANIMOUSLY.

IX. RENAMING TRAMONTO VISTA PARK -APPROVED

Mr. Turner presented background information regarding renaming Tramonto Vista Park after either

Robert Clark or Maxine Barritt, and explored options including naming a section of Tramonto Vista

Park, naming a section or placing a commemorative plaque in Heritage Park, and renaming another

existing park.

Marjorie El-Kadi, 1229 Lucaya Avenue; Joanne Corliss, 5840 Venisota Road; Joyce Ottinger, _
578 Park Estates Square; Mike Gelormino, 801 Auburn Lakes Circle; Rosemary Vauzanges,
536 Riviera Street; and Barbara Strife, 783 Vivienda South Court supported renaming Tramonto

Vista Park after Maxine Barritt.

Walt Jennings, 601 Alhambra Road, favored retaining the park name as Tramonto Vista Park.

Ted Koszarski, 1229 Lucaya Avenue, and Walter Hake, 682 Pond Willow Lane, spoke in favor of

renaming the Park after Maxine Barritt.

Dawn Stoddart, 708 Cadiz Road, displayed a photograph of Robert Clark, reviewed Mr. Clark's

contributions with regard to surveying and laying out Venice in 1926, and requested that council

rename Tramonto Vista Park toe Clark Recreation Park.

Mr. Turner left the dais at 3:00 p.m. and returned at 3:01 p.m.

John Patten, Venice resident, supported renaming Tramonto Vista Park after Maxine Barritt.

Elaine Schwartz, Venice resident, commented on Maxine Barritt's efforts to establish Venice Paw

Park.
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Mr. Zavodnyik moved to rename Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine Barritt Park as of November 2009.

Seconded by Ms. Lang.

Mr. Zavodnyik commented on Earl Quandt's letter to the Venice Herald Tribune, citing this would

be the first park named after a woman if the name were changed to Maxine Barritt Park.

Mr. Zavodnyik also supported honoring Robert Clark's contributions to the city.

Discussion followed regarding acquiring the land for Tramonto Vista Park, honoring both Maxine

Barritt and Robert Clark, and instituting a procedure for naming parks.

Mr. Moore discussed purchasing and developing Tramonto Vista Park, and read an excerpt from

Historic Preservation Board April 17, 2009, minutes endorsing naming of parks after historical

figures and offering assistance with selection and research.

Discussion followed regarding developing a procedure for naming parks, development of Tramonto

Vista Park, and honoring historic figures.

Mr. Moore moved to postpone action renaming Tramonto Vista Park and direct staff to review

possible alternatives for honoring Maxine Barritt and Robert Clark. Seconded by Mr. Simmonds.

ROLL CALL: MR. MOORE, YES; MS. TAYLOR, YES; MS. LANG, NO; MR. ZAVODNYIK,
NO; MR. MCKEON, NO; MR. SIMMONDS, YES; MAYOR MARTIN, NO. MOTION FAILED.

Mr. Turner suggested that the Tramonto Vista Park renaming take place at the park dedication.

Without objection, Mr. Zavodnyik changed his motion to rename Tramonto Vista Park to Maxine
Barritt Park at the dedication.

ROLL CALL: MS. LANG, YES; MR. MOORE, NO; MR. MCKEON, YES; MR. SIMMONDS,
NO; MR. ZAVODNYIK, YES; MS. TAYLOR, NO; MAYOR MARTIN, YES. MOTION

CARRIED.

4:00) Mr. McKeon moved that staff meet with Ms. Stoddart to review alternative city facilities to be

named in honor of Robert Clark. Seconded by Mr. Zavodnyik. MOTION CARRIED ON VOICE
VOTE UNANIMOUSLY.

X. CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT

Mr. Anderson informed council members the evidentiary hearing regarding Lorenzo v. City of
Venice was scheduled for September 14 and 15, 2009, and advised he engaged attorney Steve Chase,
Abel Band law firm, as co-counsel.

Mr. Anderson reported that Paul Hollowell, John Moore, and John Simmonds made requests for

legal reimbursement, and discussed difficulties with obtaining a quorum to vote on this issue. He

explained the decision maker would be city council, if a quorum was established, or city council
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