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Comments at public heari and during audience participation are limited to fi ve minutes per speaker unless otherwise 
noted. 



My name is Robert Farrell and I've lived at the corner of West Venice Avenue and 
Armada Road since I was 7 years old. 

I haven't addressed this project earlier in it's development because I simply didn't know 
about it. I'm an average, working resident of Venice and my time and energy are spent 
focused on career issues. I am usually unaware of the plans of local developers until 
after the deals have been made and hands have been shaken. Once the details are 
released to the public it's usually too late to do anything but object. 

Allowing this project to proceed will certainly be in the best interest of the developer. It 
will also be financially beneficial for the city's tax base. But what is beneficial to a 
developer, and to the city in the short term, is not always in the city's long-term best 
interest. 

Acquiring the land for Graser Park, and making it public parking, was one of Venice's 
better decisions. It doesn't generate tax revenue, but it provides desirable access which 
makes Venice feel accomodating. A similar move would be the best use for this property 
as it adjoins one of the beach's few public access points. Venice will continue to grow 
and we would be short-sighted not to recognize the importance of this last remaining 
piece of land as our only hope of providing more parking near the beach in future. 

There are three streets in Venice used by every person who visits here-West Venice 
Avenue, Harbor Drive and the Esplanade. The atmosphere of these streets is vital to 
people's impression of Venice. Harbor Drive, thus far, appears safe from over-building. 

West Venice Avenue is in flux. Good things have happened-such as the height 
restrictions on the 700 block-as well as bad. Houses in the 600 block are being torn 
down and replaced with the largest possible houses that zoning allows. The loss of the 
vacant lot next to the second mansion has forever altered the atmosphere of one of 
Venice's greatest historical assets. At the other end of the block a former mayor's home, 
and a superb example of mid-century Florida-modem architecture, as well as it's 1920's 
neighbor, each occupying a lot and a half, were torn down and replaced with 3 houses­
each as big as would fit. And now, 4 houses are to be built on the former site of the 
Christian Science Church. Yes-the lot sizes follow John Nolan's original city plan­
but the intent was for modestly-scaled homes. Venice Avenue is quickly looking and 
feeling like just another exclusive, gated community. 

The very finest parts ofVenice are the portions, built in the 1920's, that followed John 
Nolan's city plan-not just in the layout of streets and neighborhoods, but in the 
atmosphere he created with easy access to beaches, parks and businesses. Nolan's plan 
called for the entire length of The Esplanade-from Granada to Tarpon Center, to be 
open and public on the west side of the street and for the west neighborhoods to be open 



to the beach. 

While we do have the public beach area between Granada and Barcelona, the remainder 
of The Espanade, due to misguided decisions made in the 60's and 70's, and, again, with 
the Beleza project, is walled in with tall condos on both sides of the street. 

This single remaining piece of land, as is, allows, for those who care about such things, a 
resting point-a visual and physical oasis-that is vital to the impression of what kind of 
place Venice is. 

It saddens me how often the city touts Nolan's plan when it suits it's purpose, and 
ignores it when it doesn't-or when a developer promises it a big pile of cash. 

As bad as this project will be for the overall 'feel' of Venice's beach front, it doesn't 
compare to the direct impact it will have on existing property owner's directly to the 
east. Afternoon light, sunsets and cooling breezes off the gulf will be replaced with 
congestion, shadows, noise from the emptying of dumpsters, and a substantial decline in 
the desirability of their property. Lawyers and developers will argue that a property 
owner has a 'right' to do with his or her property as they choose. The ultimate 
motivation in this case is to wring as much profit out of this piece of property as 
possible. That a developer may have a legal 'right' to do it, doesn't make it the right 
thing to do. 

Venice seems to be turning into a place where every developer's project is approved and 
every variance is granted. 

I've been accused of being naive. I'd like to believe that intangibles, like atmosphere, 
natural beauty, and quality of life sometimes matter more than money. You are supposed 
to represent and speak for the residents of Venice and to act in our, and the city's, best 
interests--not simply facilitate every profit-driven proposal that is presented to you. 

Please reconsider this project and either buy the land for public use or significantly scale 
back the scope of this development. At the very least, please do not grant a request for 
rezoning that will allow this project to grow even larger than it already is. 
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500 The Esplanade N. U# 704 
Venice, FL, 34285 

City of Venice , Fl. 
Planning Commission 
401 W. Venice Ave. 
Venice , FL, 343285 

- - -· - -- - --- - ---- - -

.Jlntfiony Cagfiostro, Jo. 

(941 )486-1441 
E-mail : Tonygtt704@gmail.com 

RE: Rezone Petition No, 15-IRZ 
Parcel ID #s: 0175-11-0022 & 0175-11-0023 

January 19, 2016 

Hon. Planning Commission Members: 
Good Afternoon : 

My name is Anthony Cagliostro - most everybody calls me Tony. I've signed the 
Request to Speak slip and appear as a concerned citizen and neighbor in opposition the 
subject Rezone Petition . 

The principal basis of my opposition is premised on the fact that, despite the 
assertion of Petitioner and the findings of staff, the pertinent provisions of the Venice 
Comprehensive Plan are not congruent with the objectives of the requested 
amendment. 

Specifically, Policy 16.1 of the Venice Comprehensive plan relating to the Tarpon 
Center/Esplanade Neighborhood, which includes the currently RMF-3 zoned subject 
parcels, explicitly prescribes, as the applicable Planning intent for the neighborhood the 
clear objective 

.. . to provide multifamily residential as a transition (emphasis mine) between 
the existing mid-rise condominium structures and the lower density residential 
housing area adjacent to the planning area. 

Furthermore, the cited policy explicitly divides the affected "neighborhood" into 
two sub-areas. The subject property is located in "Subarea No. 2" which encompasses 
the area ", , ,east ot Tarpon Center and the Esplanade." 

It is respectfully submitted that changing the current RMF-3 zoned status of the 
subject parcels to RMF-4 and thus allowing greater density, irrespective of the limiting 
stipulation, does not constitute a "transition between the existing mid-rise structures," 
principally, Gulf Twin Towers - 7 stories; Beleza - ?stories over parking ; and San 
Savino - 9 stories over parking , "and the lower density residential area . . . " generally 1 
story houses 1, adjacent to the subject parcels, East of the Esplanade, between Madrid 
Avenue and Ormond Street. 

It should not be ignored that the Venice Comprehensive plan was adopted well 
after most of the "mid-rise" on the Esplanade and on Tarpon Center, other than Beleza 
- which replaced the mid-rise Best Western Hotel - had been built. Therefore, the 
maximum density standards are outer limit of the guide rather than the optimum norm to 
be achieved . 

1 See table at top of page 11 of Staff Report 
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In this regard , particularly as it affects that issue of consistency with the 
Comprehensive plan , for which Petitioner advances no supporting factual presentation , 
other than the bold assertion that its proposals " ... are consistent with all applicable 
elements of the City's Comprehensive Plan . . ." is the mandated scenario , of 
Comprehensive Plan Policy 16.2.E.3 which requires conformance with the "[m]ititigating 
techniques as described in Objective 8, Policy 8.2 of this Element. . .to ensure 
compatibility with adjacent uses." Of obvious pertinence is the mandate of Policy 8.2 
that the "Compatibility review shall include the evaluation of .. . E. Protection of single 
fam ily neighborhood from the intru~ion of incompatible uses. " 

The question to be answered is not how can we shoehorn petitioner's request 
into the Comprehensive Plan objective to mitigate the impact of the high density 
neighbors, but rather how best to implement the mandate to protect the current "single 
family neighborhood from the intrusion of a four story 14 of 15 unit structure on a plot, 
that formerly had two story residential structures , since or about to be demolished , 
adjacent to "1 story houses''. 

I am advised by City staff, that other objections to the proposed building , including 
compliance with the actual location of the Coastal Construs;tion Control Line are in the 
nature of site development objections more appropriately presented at the public 
hearing to be held on the site development plans to be considered if the City Council 
approve the requested Zoning amendment. 

However, it is respectfully submitted that in this instance, it would be ill advised to 
adopt a Re-Zone amendment, that would permanently expand the outer limits of its 
current util ization character, only to be confronted with the real potential of the 
insurmountable construction impediment of the Coastal Construction Control Line. 

According ly, it is respectful ly submitted that Petition No. 15-1 RZ be remanded to 
the Community Development Director with instruction that the Staff Report be expanded 
to include, among other issues, consideration of the impact of the field located Coastal 
Construction Control Line would have on the potential realization of petitioner's current 
plans. 

Respectfully submitted , 

~(!_ 
Anthony a#stro 

0 
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City of Venice 
Planning Commission 
Public Hearing - January 19, 2016 
Rezone - Che Vista 

I am here to speak against the property being rezoned for RMF-4. The developer claims to.J1e 
asking fQr_Q_nt one more unit so that he can build 15 units instead of.14, a&:e!tl;!ff~~:attl'Xf/JI.~ ---u11de1 RMF--3. This translates into three floors of residential units over a parking floor ... a total 
of four stories. An RMF-4 designation would allow up tG 20~ts. AltlW: ,gn;fhe 
comprehensive Ian onl / llows a max·.mum of four sto ies in the Tarpon Center/Esplanade 
Neighborhood, t's t k~~p hr- wnef deZ.J offe · from asking for (and getting) a variance to 

l 1: d yet another flo r? ur nei hb h is not: qu·n12ed to haJldl_e tb_e impact of the r t 
'l:::/JIM I' " ) ; • JI ~?+- /' ~1 ~~· ~t, mt1&1:Hes&-an eveR b~g~ "" ~ e. e'w 1- ~ ·i -, ' /vt. ; ft ~I{' - t ' 

/::; Af !.J ) t~ g rffl #t J._,,,, / ~ I _ ..{~ t' 
7

' t---;;J____ 
" ] ~ M. I~ , :'[ i"t'Zl-

ACtU ally, there are some important reason that th ~s commission should rethink the whole 
project: 
Archaeological resources: In 1985 an archaeological survey was conducted in the city of 
Venice. Quotes from that report include: "The Venice Beach complex probably is the best 
known archaeological site in the city ... Shell middens, burial areas, habitation areas and a 
spring have been recorded .. . Specific portions of the Venice Beach complex are still relatively 
undisturbed and should be considered an important cultural resource from '.vhieh valuable 
areRaeolo.gical dat~afl-Be-Ger+ve4. .. t ey warrant test excavation prior to additional 
dg~tion or disturbance". That is ,1 y least that a responsible developer should do. (my 

words) ~ 

Furthermore, on Feb. 21, 1995, two GTE workmen encounteredfakeletal remains while 
installing a telephone junction box at the southeast corner of the intersection of Higel Dr. and 
The Esplanade on Venice Beac .. (#1) The consulting Sarasota County archaeologist reported: 
"Considering the present data, oo.~he-ff>M sa rtat-mettAd or 
~emeteryione once existed to the no west of the midden mounds indicated on-E.ig,ure 7, ." 

_,f (point out burial site, prehistoric m·oUnds _ ~within ~';Festern do"".'1_slope oladune 
r-10-g a para es the-Gutf ... -s-tttf-quotrng e arc a le 'It 1s my opinion that further 
research is necessary in order to define a sensitivity zone within this part of the City of Venice. 
Stor--ies exis-t-of-A l;fma n--remains -ha.ving heefl un a fe block east en Hig~ 
t-Re-se ttth o the---east side of the Esplanad .. Once a sensitivity zone is defined, no substantia! ~j,, 

_V disturbances of any kind should be allowed without concurrent archaeological monitoring." ~~ d1 

~ (#1 Note water feature from bay ... significant enough that our oldest son paddled in a little ~.-1 
rowboat in this stream with the son of the owner of the old Sandbar Motel .. . and it leads to t/ 
next point: 
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Water concerns and the integrity of the land: Some test pilings were driven here 
developer who wanted to expand the existing Sandbar Motel. But there were water issues 
and the project was abandoned. The City bought the land and now we have the walkover at 
Chauncey Howard Park. ~aigl:lb-o en CaEiiz (2 blocks east) has discovered their h u6 · s~ 
sinkiag to..tb~xtent that they---have moved out nd the house WilJ be taken :e . o t ere 
are ground stability issues to be considered. In the Che Vista project a parking garage and 
driveway is planned over an area that was once a natural spring. Wtlen we mevee here-in 
1967 the spring had been capped and the water was used to feed a swimming pool. The 
configuration of the land was unusual in that it dropped from an elevation of about 10' at 
street level to about 2' at the back of our lot and also on the two lots behind us ... creating a 
kind of basin where rain runoff collected. Subsequent owner:s ve brought in fill so that the 
low area is now up to about 4' ... where ·nwater still collect , 2) but also flows out across the 
adjoining lot and into the street. ( ~ ,, [ at I don't understand is wh conservatron or 
environmental people have not een cons~e r the spring ... clearly reported in studies 
and by neighbors who remember it from their chi l:i Jhe developer plans a swale to run - -
aloog the west side of our property to redirect the natur low of runoff o the back of our lot 
where all the runoff from adjacent lots also collects. (At that - int the "s 1 ale" [read ditch] is 
about 4' deep. Two drains are supposed to take that water to the xi ti ewer system. I am 
not convinced that will work ... and besides, who wants a ditch in their bac rd? An 
engineering study by a firm independent from the owner/developer needs to be done to 
ensure that the filled land over the old spring will support construction . And it should to be 
done before the land is cleared ... because virtually every tree is designated to be removed. (# ) 

That would be devastating if they clear before testing and then find that the ground won't 
support their project. 

Last, but definitely not least, are concerns over 
Traffic, parking, congestion in neighborhood: Both driveways leading to and from Che Vista are 

__)/on Ormond St...a street where the pavement measures 19' wide ... and there are no sidewalks. 
-T (#7)People drive into ou neighborhood to go to the beach because of the walkover in 

Chauncey Howard Pa r #8) .. . the only public access to the beach between Venice Beach and 
the south jetty. Of course, if the city had followed John Nolen's excellent plan 9) we 
wouldn't be having this conversation right now cause the \{-W,Qlolld..Rave eeess-terl:he 

each inst d-ef-the-fe~ .. Instead, we are faced with this: 10) lots of on-street parking. 
The proposed Che Vista driveways would come out about here, which would back this parking 
further up our street ... turning it ba ically into a parking lot. lf.aca-i:-i-s 13Hr-kec;:J ·n front of yruJr 
~oH-d-GA-'-t g-Qt rnaH-deUve . 1.) You can see how congested it is right now just with 
normal everyday activities. There ar 32 designated parking spaces on the Che Vista plan. Can 
you imagine the nightmare of having to deal with that much more traffic? But that isn't all, 
Ormond St. is the main ace ss of the residents in the neighborhood to go to the beach, so 
there is lots of foot traffic:-:. 12 (#13) ... 1 am concerned for our safety. - j 1 

1
( j 

tPv ..£~ w '1 w 'f rt,_, ~ ~ 'V j ,(,(// 6" 'J >-(A, !: ') tu; t 1-o (/..;, JI rf., A~ 
I 
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The Tarpon Center/Esplanade Neighborhood Future Land Use and Design portion of the 
Comprehensive Plan includes a section on parks and public space that states: "Include a 
variety of community places and public spaces including but not limited pocket parks, 
courtyards, plazas, open air sitting areas, urban trails, and playgrounds. 1#14) We're in 
subarea 2 - east of The Esplanade ... and the only place that I can see for any kind of open green 
space is right here ... on the property in question. This could be a small park with paths and 
~i~ed ark~n? in areas already cleared. The spring and archaeological resources could be 
explore . It could shine as an example of responsible development and resource 
management. 

To quote a neighbor who grew up in this neighborhood: 
"Sorry to see the old Clyde Higel property be developed. (between Ormond and Madrid on 
the Esplanade). We Higelville kids used to play in a spring at the low point of that land, which 

ad to be a pretty cool hang out for the Florida natives. I have arrow heads found in that area. 
(#lS)The hammock of palms and oaks when driving to the jetty is what makes Venice ... well, 
Venice. It's the last spit of land that even resembles what all of that area looked like when I 
was young. So I'm thankful for being around to see a lot of the "City on the Gulf's" rich, natural 
history. Glad someone left something for me. Wish I could say the same .. " 
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Venice, Florida 

Mathews, Bert <Bert.Mathews@colliers.com> 

Sun 1/17/2016 4:45 PM 

ToAlex Blackman <ablackman@artisanlg.com>; Alex Blackman <abhblackman@gmail.com>; 

To whom it may concern: 

My name is Betty Jo Wemyss and I am the beneficiary of the William H. Wemyss Jr. Revocable Trust - the owner of 809 Ormand Street. My daughter is Brooks Mathews and I have asked her to speak on 

behalf at the zoning of the lot at the corner of Ormond Street and the Esplanade. 

Please give her every consideration. 
\ 

U)2rr;~1 
Betty Jo Wemyss I 
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Audience ParticipatioL ~ _ E.A 15 --;, l ,,,,,,
1 

o Agenda - Topic: ~ E <..._o u '\ -c. 

If you are going to present evidence and/or testimony during a public hearing, you are required to complete and sign the 
following oath . You are not required to sign the oath if you are speaking at Audience Participation or at a workshop. 

I swear or affirm, under penalty£! perjury, that the evidenb or factual representation, which I am about to give or present 
at the public hearing, held this _\'T_~ day of 20 l is truthful. , 

Comments at public hearing and during audience participation are limited to fi ve minutes per speaker unless otherwise 
noted. 



1 f} , the G, If" 

Please Check One 

~udience Participati on 
o Agenda - Topic: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Telephone: 

City of Venice 
Request to Speak (print legibly) 

eYS<Jn 

rs--0112...'.b-

1/17/16 

If you are going to present ev idence and/or testi mony during a public hearing, you are required to complete and sign the 
following oath. You are not required to sign the oath if you are spea)cjng at Audience Partici pation or at a workshop. 

t the ev ideng or factual representation, which I am about to give or present 
-n--71~- 20 ( is truthful. 

Comments at public hearing and during audience parti cipation are limited to fi ve minutes per speaker unless otherwise 
noted. 



L 

City of Venice 
Request to Speak (print legibly) 

Name ]S,vb kt -f e, v- Date { / 1"1//t:, 
Address : J kw_ f3;5 e k h"--Ja. -/:f tJ _5 

City: IJ t/vt,J- L-(_/ State h1 I Zip _ _ __ _ 

Telephone: / 3' U - 2- f b-4 ~ / Lf 
Organization (if any) : 

Please Check One 

o Audience Participation J-
o Agenda - Topic: __ _.__l--"-5_-9_0--'-___ l ~S~-_0_/_,_f?.._~--

If you are going to present evidence and/or testimony du ring a public heari ng, you are req uired to complete and sign the 
following oath . You are not required to sign the oath if you are speaki ng at Audience Participation or at a workshop. 

I swear or affirm, under penalty of perj ury, ~t the ev idence or factual representation, which I am about to give or present 

atth' public hoa~, ~'~! thi:O 11-! of~ 20_L/,,_ ;rn"1hful 

Signature: ---1Jr--~---~J-:r-11----------------------------­
Comments at publi c hearing and during audience participation are limited to five minutes per speaker unless otherwise 
noted. 



Name: 

Address: 

City of Venice 
Request to Speak (print legibly) 

Date: 

City: ____________ State: ___ Zip: 

Telephone: 

Please Check One Organization (if any): 

o e.,udience Participatioi. /1 . j 
~Agenda- Topic: LJ1£ \.15~ 

If you are going to present evidence and/or testimony during a public hearing, you are required to complete and sign the 
following oath . You are not required to sign the oath if you are speaking at Audience Participation or at a workshop. 

nder penalty of perjury, that the evidence or factual representation, which I am about to give or present 
g, held this -// day of J""'h-3 20-f(r- is truthful. 

blic hearing and during audience participation are limited to five minutes per speaker unless otherwise 
noted. 



L 

City of Venice 
Request to Speak (print legibly) 

Name: ~lU_~ ~Date: 
Address: IU, -~f/V2.., ~ 

City: VUYCk State ~f_,, Zip 

Telephone: 71f/ - 7 / 6"- '/Z l/5 
Organization (if any) : ~ d!t/~ 

Please Check One 

o Audience Participation r:; _ 
o Agenda - Topic: ~/Sak-= CJ I g '.:6. 

If you are going to present evidence and/or testimony during a public hearing, you are required to complete and sign the 
following oath. You are not required to sign the oath if yo u are speaking at Aud ience Participation or at a workshop. 

Comments at public hearing and during aud ience participation are limited to five minutes per speaker unless otherwise 
noted. 


