


My name is Robert Farrell and I've lived at the corner of West Venice Avenue and
Armada Road since [ was 7 years old.

I haven't addressed this project earlier in it's development because I simply didn't know
about it. I'm an average, working resident of Venice and my time and energy are spent
focused on career issues. I am usually unaware of the plans of local developers until
after the deals have been made and hands have been shaken. Once the details are
released to the public it's usually too late to do anything but object.

Allowing this project to proceed will certainly be in the best interest of the developer. It
will also be financially beneficial for the city's tax base. But what is beneficial to a
developer, and to the city in the short term, is not always in the city's long-term best
interest.

Acquiring the land for Graser Park, and making it public parking, was one of Venice's
better decisions. It doesn't generate tax revenue, but it provides desirable access which
makes Venice feel accomodating. A similar move would be the best use for this property
as it adjoins one of the beach's few public access points. Venice will continue to grow
and we would be short-sighted not to recognize the importance of this last remaining
piece of land as our only hope of providing more parking near the beach in future.

There are three streets in Venice used by every person who visits here—West Venice
Avenue, Harbor Drive and the Esplanade. The atmosphere of these streets is vital to
people's impression of Venice. Harbor Drive, thus far, appears safe from over-building.

West Venice Avenue is in flux. Good things have happened—such as the height
restrictions on the 700 blocl  -as well as bad. Houses in the 600 block are being torn
down and replaced with the largest possible houses that zoning allows. The loss of the
vacant lot next to the second mansion has forever altered the atmosphere of one of
Venice's greatest historical assets. At the other end of the block a former mayor's home,
and a superb example of mid-century Florida-modern architecture, as well as it's 1920's
neighbor, each occupying a lot and a half, were torn down and replaced with 3 houses—
each as big as would fit. And now, 4 houses are to be built on the former site of the
Christian Science Church. Yes—the lot sizes follow John Nolan's original city plan—
but the intent was for modestly-scaled homes. Venice Avenue is quickly looking and
feeling like just another exclusive, gated community.

The very finest parts of Venice are the portions, built in the 1920's, that followed John
Nolan's city plan—not just in the layout of streets and neighborhoods, but in the
atmosphere he created with easy access to beaches, parks and businesses. Nolan's plan
called for the entire length of The Esplanade—from Granada to Tarpon Center, to be
open and public on the west side of the street and for the west neighborhoods to be open



to the beach.

While we do have the public beach area between Granada and Barcelona, the remainder
of The Espanade, due to misguided decisions made in the 60's and 70's, and, again, with
the Beleza project, is walled in with tall condos on both sides of the street.

This single remaining piece of land, as is, allows, for those who care about such things, a
resting point—a visual and physical oasis—that is vital to the impression of what kind of
place Venice is.

It saddens me how often the city touts Nolan's plan when it suits it's purpose, and
ignores it when it doesn't—or when a developer promises it a big pile of cash.

As bad as this project will be for the overall 'feel' of Venice's beach front, it doesn't
compare to the direct impact it will have on existing property owner's directly to the
east. Afternoon light, sunsets and cooling breezes off the gulf will be replaced with
congestion, shadows, noise from the emptying of dumpsters, and a substantial decline in
the desirability of their property. Lawyers and developers will argue that a property
owner has a 'right' to do with his or her property as they choose. The ultimate
motivation in this case is to wring as much profit out of this piece of property as
possible. That a developer may have a legal 'right' to do it, doesn't make it the right
thing to do.

Venice seems to be turning into a place where every developer's project is approved and
every variance is granted.

I've been accused of being naive. I'd like to believe that intangibles, like atmosphere,
natural beauty, and quality of life sometimes matter more than money. You are supposed
to represent and speak for the residents of Venice and to act in our, and the city's, best
interests--not simply facilitate every profit-driven proposal that is presented to you.

Please reconsider this project and either buy the land for public use or significantly scale
back the scope of this development. At the very least, please do not grant a request for
rezoning that will allow this project to grow even larger than it already is.









In this regard, particularly as it affects that issue of consistency with the
Comprehensive plan, for which Petitioner advances no supporting factual presentation,
other than the bold assertion that its proposals “. .. are consistent with all applicable
ele.. 3nts of the City’'s Comprehensive Plan. . .“ is the mandated scenario, of
Comprehensive Plan Policy 16.2.E.3 which requires conformance with the “[m]ititigating
techniques as described in Objective 8, Policy 8.2 of this Element. . .to ensure
compatibility with adjacent uses.” Of obvious pertinence is the mandate of Policy 8.2
that the “Compatibility review shall include the evaluation of . . . E. Protection of single
family neighborhood from the intrusion of incompatible uses.”

The question to be answered is not how can we shoehorn petitioner's request
into the Comprehensive Plan objective to mitigate the impact of the high density
neighbors, but rather how best to implement the mandate to protect the current “single
family neighborhood from the intrusion of a four story 14 of 15 unit structure on a plot,
that formerly had two story residential structures, since or about to be demolished,
adjacent to “1 story houses”.

| am advised by City staff, that other objections to the proposed building, including
compliance with the actual location of the Coastal Construction Control Line are in the
nature of site development objections more appropriately presented at the public
hearing to be held on the site development plans to be considered if the City Council
approve the requested Zoning amendment.

However, it is respectfully submitted that in this instance, it would be ill advised to
adopt a Re-Zone amendment, that would permanently expand the outer limits of its
current utilization character, only to be confronted with the real potential of the
insurmountable construction impediment of the Coastal Construction Control Line.

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Petition No. 15-IRZ be remanded to
the Community Development Director with instruction that the Staff Report be expanded
to include, among other issues, consideration of the impact of the field located Coastal
Construction Control Line would have on the potential realization of petitioner's current
plans.

Respectfully submitted,
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FIGURE 7. ¥enice Beach Complex, 35026
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enice, Florida - Alex Blackman https://outlook.office.com/owa/?ver=16.1027.13.1880268&cver=16.1027.13.1880263&ct=..

Venice, Florida

Mathews, Bert <Bert.Mathews@colliers.com>

Sun 1/17/2016 4:45 PM

To-Alex Blackman <ablackman@artisanig.com>; Alex Blackman <abhblackman@gmail.com>;

To whom it may concern:

My name is Betty Jo Wemyss and | am the beneficiary of the William H. Wemyss Jr. Revocable Trust - the owner of 809 Ormand Street. My daughter is Brooks Mathews and | have asked her to speak on
behalf at the zoning of the lot at the corner of Ormond Street and the Esplanade.

Please give her every consideration.
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