








Venice Historic Register Application for 500 Nassau St. S, Venice, Florida 

John Nolen, Venice city designer and planner, was among otherthings, a Harvard-educated 

landscape architect. Early on he decided to enlist landscaping assistance, and we are 

delighted he did! Mr. Nolen recommended fellow Harvard graduate Prentiss French and 

look at the job he did! 

500 Nassau St. S expresses importance on several levels: not only 

being the residence of one of our most important citizens, but also a lovely example of 

Mediterranean style. This was the style upon which John Nolen based the City of Venice. 

Nolen's original plan was to build in the northern Italian style. While not all homes in Venice 

are northern Italian, they are certainly beautiful examples of Mediterranean architecture. 

Located across from Venezia Park, this district was built as the first phase of moderate­

income housing. The Venice Company in 1926 promoted the building of several homes as 

the first wave of building for the BLE. 

500 Nassau St. S was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on 12/18/1989 as 

part of 47 buildings in the Venezia Park Historic District. 

500 Nassau St. S is an excellent example of Mediterranean 

architecture employing period characteristics such as: 

• Rectangular massing

• Stucco walls

• Clay tile roofing

• Minimal roof overhangs

• Partly two stories

• Wrought iron work: balconies, gates, railings, lightings, Juliet 
balcony.

• Painted frieze door treatments,

• Elaborate chimneys

• Fancy doors, planked, with iron strappings.

• Use of arches: outside windows, interior arches

• Symmetry

• Cast iron and bronze light fixtures.

• Interior tile work

• Small rectangular panes in steel casement windows



Interestingly, while John Nolen was building homes in a century's old Mediterranean style, 

the construction process was anything but "old". The builders incorporated many of the 

latest techniques and materials, but. .. 

• Concrete block had been available since the 1800's, yet the hollow block used at

500 Nassau St. S wasn't available until the early 1920's making this quite a trend

setter in building composition. Hollow block was light enough to continue its use up 

the gable wall to the ridge.

• Electric wiring: most homes of the 1920's were partially wired. However, 500 Nassau 

St. S, was completely wired. All rooms contained chandeliers and/or sconces 

switched on the fixture and all rooms contained at least a few

outlets.

• Plumbing: all houses by 1926 had indoor plumbing. 500 Nassau St. S was no 

exception with 2 full baths with chrome plated fixtures which were rare for the time. 

Only 2 manufacturers produced chrome plated fixtures in 1926.

• Most interesting building feature: patented in 1921 and manufactured in 1922,

Celotex (a fiber board), was instrumental in changing building styles. 500 Nassau St. 

S, used this ground-breaking material as insulation between sub and finished 

flooring and on the walls as a lathe substitute, Celotex was the

early precursor to today's drywall and allowed finished plastering directly on fiber

board.

Modifications to 500 Nassau St. S include several undocumented changes, however, 
to the best of our knowledge:

•  Only 1 original window remains: a steel French casement window in the living room. 
All other windows have been replaced with aluminum awning windows anywhere from 
the 1930's-1950's.
•  The exterior kitchen door has been replaced.
•  The apartment above the garage was rebuilt in 2000. A fire destroyed the apartment 
in the early 1980's.
•  Roof tiles: replaced probably in the 1980's.
•  Single story addition at the front of the house added early in the 1930's-1940's.
•  Interior modifications-minor over many years to consist of moving doorways, adding 
a half bathroom to the downstairs, kitchen upgrades.



500 Nassau St. S is important to the City of Venice in many ways: 

• Recognized by the National Register of Historic Places as part of the original BLE 

middle income neighborhood.

• Constructed with significant architectural details with period-specific building 

techniques.

• Sitting prominently at the head of a city park, it was truly a wonderful example of 

what John Nolen was trying to create for the City of Venice.

It is our sincere hope that you will seriously consider 500 Nassau St. S for nomination to 

the Venice Historical register. 
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