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Instead of using the land to store, then cleanse, 60+ BILLION gallons of

poliuted Lake O water until the Reservoir is online, the District enters into a

new lease with the Fanjuls of Florida Crystals in a secret back-room deal for

$59 an acre per year for the next 8 years - and will send that filth to both
coasts of Florida.

Novamber 8, 2018

ray/an,
The Honorable Rick Scott ~1 AN
Stats of Florida e
The Capitol FOLBDATION
400 5. Monroe 5t

Tallahassea, FL 32399-0001
Deaar Governor Scott

On behalf of The Everglades Foundatian, | am writing 1o strongly protest the ilegal, shamatul and undemaocrabc
acton this morning by your appointees al the South Florida Water Managemeant District o extend leases now
scheduled 1o expare for acreage owned by the State of Florida that has been dessgnated for construction of the
Eveniglidies rasanir

In @ bréathiaking effon 10 thwart the pubic will, less than 48 hours after @ statewide alection durng which you
repeatedly and personally assured ihe people of Florida of your commitment t0 protecting Flonda's envirnment,
it appears thal your appointess al SFWMD have been engaged in secret negotiations with Florida Crystals io
axtend these ases fod the growing of sugar cane through the year 2027, a fact we just leamed yesterday
through & public records request

Under the cover of night, SFWMD amanded its agenda 1o change tha itam from a ganeral discussion 1o call lor
a vole on a lease that was not publshed untl afier 900 p.m, last rght. The deception and lack of ransparency
by & govemment agancy is alarming. As a businessman, you should be embarrassed by the terms accepled by
your appoinises, aliowing Florida Crystals io terminate the lease for convenience with one year's notica but not
aftording SFWMD the same right, and not aliowing the site 1o be used for lemporary storage n the interim before
Tull-scade implementation of the reservos propact.

Your appoiniees ignored the ugent request ol Gowemor-alect Aon DeSantis and LS. Representative Bnan
Masi (A-Siuar) io delay any action uilil the Govarmor-edact could be brsled on the matter. Youwr office was awaro
of our conceens aboul this matter but did nothing 1o inervens. Considernng this, | must conclude thal your
administration is comphicit in thes llegal maneuver thal benafits a single SLgar company over the interests of the
people of Flonda, who own the land in gquestion

If the adminisiraton & not, | ask that vou pubbcly denounce the action laken foday by SFWMD's Governing
Board and demand the resignations of the entire Govenming Board and Executive Direcior Ernie Marks

Enc Eikanberg &
cn-u Expcutve Officar
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Mast, DeSantis Urge South Florida Water Management
District To Delay Decision On Extension Of EAA Southern
Storage Reservoir Land Lease

Stuart, FL - U.S. Congressman Brian Mast (FL-18) and Governor-Elect Ron DeSantis tonight
issued the following statement after learning that the South Florida Water Management
District plans to hold a vote tomorrow, November 8, 2018, on extending the land lease with
New Hope Sugar Company, a subsidiary of Florida Crystals, for land authorized to be used
for the EAA Southern Storage Reservoir:

“Given that the current lease does not expire until March and because we did not receive
enough advance notice on this proposed vote to ensure that this extension would not delay
construction of the EAA Southern Storage Reservoir, we urge the South Florida Water
Management District to delay their planned vote tomorrow. The EAA Southern Storage
Reservoir is a critical component of Everglades Restoration and our joint efforts to prevent
harmful algal blooms. We will not support any lease extension that could delay the
construction of the reservoir in direct contradiction of the intention of both the United
States Congress and Florida Legislature.”

BACKGROUND:

The South Florida Water Management District Meeting agenda can be found here
(https://apps.sfwmd.gov/webapps/publicMeetings/viewFile/18649). The proposed
lease extension can be found here (https://sfwmd.mycusthelp.com/webapp/_rs/(S
(gbyri15z3ppwlyifflnwx3obq))/RequestArchiveDetails.aspx?rid=4328&view=2).
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https://mast.house.gov/2018/11/mast-desantis-urge-south-florida-water-
management-district-to-delay-decision-on-extension-of-eaa-southern-storage-
reservoir-land-lease

https://mast.house.gov/press-releases?ID=D6B64A38-A188-4544-A399-1332C5B39BB3  11/19/2018






