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 Visit Sarasota County is the not for profit agency
that promotes tourism for all of Sarasota County.

* VSC contracts with Sarasota County
Government with funds from the Tourist
Development Tax matched with private sector
funds.

« VSC's FY 2014 budget with public and private
sector funding is $6.8 million.




« Budget process for FY 2015 now underway.

« Work with Marketing Steering Council, Hotel
Sales Committee, Sarasota County Sports
Commission for input and suggestions.

* Approvals from VSC Finance Committee, VSC
Board, TDC and BCC.




Two Primary Goals FY 2013

* To Increase the number of visitors to 905,000, a
3% Iincrease over prior year. Exceeded with a
5.7% increase to 929,000 visitors.

For FY 2014, goal is 966,000 visitors.

* To Increase visitor spending by 10% over prior
year figure of $695 million. Met the goal of
10%, reaching a visitor spend of $757 million.
For FY 2014, goal is spending of $795 million.




* October-December 2013 the number of visitors
went up 5.7% and their spending up 10.4% over
same period last year.

« January 2014 visitor numbers grew by 7.3% and
spending up 11.9%.

* Preliminary February numbers showing a 12%
jump in hotel occupancy to 87.4% and ADR
increase of 5.7% to $173.




* Top feeder markets are New York, Tampa/St.
Pete, greater Orlando, Chicago, Philadelphia,
Atlanta, Boston.

* In FY 2013, we had 13.5% growth in German-

speaking central Europe and 10% increase in
UK.

e In FY 2013, we saw 10.3% increase in Canadian
ViSItors.




Advertising Outcomes
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Key Advertising Outcomes

* In visitor surveys, level of brand awareness of
seeing, reading or hearing Sarasota message:

Goal of 25% Outcome 31.2%
 Inquiries from advertising and promotions:
Goal of 80,966 Outcome 84,972




Key Advertising Outcomes

* Increase mobile page views:

Goal of 175,000 Outcome 329,949
« Cooperative advertising revenue:
Goal of $72,847 Outcome $147,901




| |
Sports Outcomes FY 2013

« Sports events sponsored by Sarasota County
Sports Commission (SCSC) had an economic
impact of $71 million in FY 2013 compared to $43
million in FY 2012 for Sarasota County.

« Sarasota County room nights generated were
67,000 in FY 2013 compared to 52,000 in FY
2012.




Sports Outcomes FY 2013

« REGIONAL economic impact of SCSC
sponsored events was $90 million in FY 2013
compared to $54 million in the prior year.

« REGIONAL room nights of 82,000 in FY 2013
compared to 71,000 in FY 2012.
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Sports — Fiscal Year 2013

Major 2013 Events Included:
= US Ultimate Frisbee Club Championships
= REV3
= US Soccer Winter Showcase
= Pan American Masters Swimming
= US Masters Rowing National Championship

2013

usA S
ULTIMATE CHAMPIONSHIP
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Public Relations

Goal of 30 million print
media iImpressions.
Reached 67 million.

Goal of 325 million online media impressions.

Reached 2.156 billion.

Goal of 3 million broadcast media
Impressions.
Reached 97 million.




Sales Outcomes FY 2013

Goal of 6,000 room nights generated from VSC leads.
Reached 11,095 room nights.
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Sales OQutcomes

« Economic impact from VSC-generated leads
goal of $6 million. Generated $8 million.

e European visitors in FY 2013 grew by 10% over
last year to 103,000 visitors.
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"~ Where Artistic Expression and
Inspiration Meet.

 Re-launched cultural
campaign with 896
Interactions with local cultural
organizations and new arts
microsite.

The arts just come naturally in Sarasota. Is it the
crystal blue waters or the warm, balmy air that
artists and performers find so inspirational?

Who knows for sure. But you will find it every night
and day in our performance halls, theatres,
opera house and galleries.

Discover it yourself in Sarasota. You'll see why
we're known as Florida’s Cultural Coast:

* Achieved goals of reaching
out to international travel trade
and leisure domestic travel

trade.

e enegeene SARAS®TA

and start planning your Sarasofa arts experience. FLORIDA'S GULF COAST*
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Promotions

« Support SRQ through a major promotion with
JetBlue and another with United.

jetBlue

SARASOTA I
LB P! GETAWAYS
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Southern Lady - March/April 2014

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS + THE ENTERTAINING ISSUE

ESCAPE

SOUTHEAST

Discover Three Events
Making Spring Prime Time
In Sarasota County, Fla.

cat month

April

1o be in Florida's Sarasota
County! These three events

will be the | ht of your

visit o the No. 1 beach in

the world

Cinema lovers will enjoy
the Sarasota Film Festival

The film-tastic event returns.
for its 16th year showcasing
more than 100 features
documentaries, shorts and
Kid-friendly picks, The

festival transforms Sarasota into a

mini-Hollywood with cc
paparazzi, eritics, a

boot. During

from 10 a,m. to midnight daily at
Regal Cinemas Hollywood 20 on

Main Street in downtown Sarasota.

-

¥

" There’s a destination that' clive in vivid color, with its cool indigo waters and lush greens of nature. In Sarasola County,

you'll witness an aray of color at The Ringling Museums, Theater & Gordens, or go green of Myakka River State Pork
From the deep blue of Mote Aquarium to the brilliantly hued orchids of Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota’s
afiractions are endless. Enjoy many shades of shopping, fine dining and eclectic enfertainment, plus vibrant festivals
nearly every week of the yeor. To create an experience as unique as you ore, visit Sorasota County.

VISIT

SARASEOTA

COUNTY rorons cuscoss
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Go Beyond the Beaches' VisitSarasota.org
or call 1.855.258.3952

Siesta Beach is One of America’s Top Beaches!

Chomp into the Shark’s Tooth

Festival in Venice, Florida. This quaint

city is known as the “Shark's Te
Capital of the World” because of the
millions of shark teeth that wash

up on their sandy white beaches

Alongside displays from

collectors from

more than 100 artists display

original artwork. Food vendors,

live entertainment, and events for

children also feed a jaws-ome affair

Last but certainly not least is the

Suncoast BBQ & Blue b
Also held in Venice, is the home

of the 2014 Florida State BBQ

sund the Southeast,

bands The Boxcars
and Balsam Range
alongside pitmasters

from around the

nation dueling it for a
chance to qualify for
the Food Network’s
Warld Food Championship in Las

and the Jack Daniels World

Championship. A chili cook-off,

tbake-off and family-friendly
activities round out the festivities

Find out more about these events .
and plan your trip to Florida's Gulf

Coast at visitsarasota.org

SOUTHEAST

TOURISM SOCIETY
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Taste of the South - March/April 2014

VisitSarosota.org
or call 1355.258.3953
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Enjoy April In Sarasota, Fla.

Cinema lovers enjoy the Sarasota Film Festival. The film.

tastic event returns for its 16th year, showcasing more than

100 features, documentaries, shorts and kid-friendly picks.
T'he festival transtorms Sarasota into a mini-Hollywood with

celebrities, paparazzi, critics, and dircctors to boot.

Chomp into the Shark’s Tooth Festival in Venice, Fla. This
quaint Sarasota County city fills up with more than 100

artists from around the state showi al artwork. Food

vendors, live entertainment, and even hildren also
feed a jaws-ome affair!
Last, but certainly not least, is the Suncoast BBQ &

Blucgrass Bash in Venice. Indulge in some finger-lickin',

lip-smackin’ BBQ while jammin

ut to an afternoon of
blucgrass music. Its also the home of the 2014 Florida State
BBQ Championship

visitgreenwood.com
53-9197 o [-800-7

SOUTHEAST

TOURISM SOCIETY
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German Press Trip

October 21-25, 2013

Welcome to Sarasota County on Florida’s Gulf Coast.
We are excited to have you visiting our little piece of paradise!

Herzlich willkommen in Sarasota County an der Golfkiiste Floridas -
Wir freuen uns, dass Sie unser ,little piece of paradise” besuchen!

Visit Sarasota County Contacts:

Lynn Hobeck Bates, Communications Manager, (o) 941-955-0991 ext. 103; (m) 941-539-
1393 |hobeck @visitsarasota.org
Deborah Ericson, Project Coordinator, (o) 941-955-0991 ext. 104; (m) 941-306-7092

dericson@visitsarasota.org
Erin Duggan, Brand Manager, (o) 941-955-0991 ext. 108; (m) 941-356-0432

eduggan@visitsarasota.org

Sandra Rios, The Resort at Longboat Key Club (o) 941.387.9559 sandra.rios@longboatkeyclub.com

Christine Landschneider WeberBenAmmar PR Germany (m) +49 (0) 176-20157470
christine@wbapr.de Flight Confirmation # 03723306108966

Press Trip ltinerary

11:00 am Tervis Tumbler *Must wear closed toed shoes*

201 Triple Diamond Blvd
North Venice, FL 34275
941-966-2310
www.tervis.com

Contact: Kim Livengood, Chris Shockey & Monica Dixon

1:00 pm. Lunch Cafe Venice Restaurant & Wine Bar
116 W. Venice Ave.
Venice, FL 34285-1929
www.cafeveniceontheisland.com
941-484-1855
Contact: Kay Ann Kropac

Sarasota County.

Venice Main Street Stroll At your leisure - Photo
opportunities of the charming architecture and
quaint shops of downtown Venice

Literature and Welcome Amenity provided by:
Venice MainStreet Association
iveylt@earthlink.net

(941)412-1642

Tracy Ivey

2:30 pm *Optional 60 minute tour with

Venice Street Legal

Bob Cushing (owner)

137 Seaboard Ave.

Venice, FL 34285

Office: 941-882-3944

Cell: 941-928-3645
bob@®@venicestreetlegal.com

4:00 pm Return to Hotel

7:00 pm Meet Sandra Rios and Lynn Hobeck in Lobby for tour and dinner @Portofino Restaurant @the

Resort at Longboat Key Club

Portofino Restaurant
2600 Harbourside Dr.
Longboat Key, FI

Let’s take a Iittle trip back in time. It's 1946, Detroit.
Engineers Frank Cotter and G. Howlett Davis hit on
something big: they harness the natural insulating
powers of air to create a permanently sealed, double-
walled tumbler. Finally a way to keep hot drinks hot
and cold drinks cold. This outstanding innovation
changed the drink ware industry forever. Talk about a
game changer, and they are manufactured right here in
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Upcoming Events in Venice Area

« State Cornhole Championships July 2014.

 Rev3 November 2014, potential for full iron
distance.

 Fox Lea Farms with 2 major events per quarter.

« Multiple swim events at the YMCA Selby Aquatic
Center including National YMCA Masters in April

2014 & 2015.




Upcoming Events in Venice Area

« Snowbird Baseball in Charlotte in February &
March.

« Bidding on YMCA Bid Age Groups with 1600
youth competitors and 4000 spectators.




