
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

City of Venice

Meeting Agenda

401 West Venice Avenue

Venice, FL 34285

www.venicegov.com

Council Chambers3:00 PMMonday, February 8, 2016

I.  Call To Order

II.  Roll Call

III.  Approval of Minutes

IV.  Audience Participation

Five minutes each speaker.

16-1775 Minutes of the January 11, 2016 Regular Meeting

011116Attachments:

V.  New Business

16-1687 Venice Myakka River Park Kayak Launch - Jim Courtright (15 min)

16-1767 Pickle Ball - Marta Ugas-Carpenter - (15 min)

Petition

Pickleball

Attachments:

16-1776 Parks Master Plan Consultant - Carlos Perez (15 min)

VI.  Updates

15-1482 Sarasota County PARC Update

15-1559 Sarasota County Update

15-1560 City of Venice Update

15-1561 Miscellaneous Update

VII.  Unfinished Business

VIII.  Future Agenda Items

IX.  Adjournment
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February 8, 2016Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board

Meeting Agenda

**********

If you are disabled and need assistance, please contact the office of the City Clerk at 

least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

No stenographic record by a certified court reporter is made of this meeting. 

Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters 

noticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and 

evidence at this meeting upon which any appeal is based.
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401 West Venice Avenue

Venice, FL 34285

www.venicegov.com

City of Venice

Meeting Minutes

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

3:00 PM Council ChambersMonday, February 8, 2016

16-1767 Pickle Ball - Marta Ugas-Carpenter - (15 min)

Ms. Ugas-Carpenter, 211 Airport Avenue, provided a presentation 

regarding the pickle ball purpose and objectives, what is pickle ball, 

testimonials and local support, court dimensions, players, benefits, 

growth of the sport, courts, challenges with existing courts, potential 

parks for pickle ball, photos of parks, costs, funding sources, 

recommendation, request of short- and long-term support and usage of 

tennis courts.  

Ms. Ugas-Carpenter answered questions from board members 

regarding pickle ball schedule verses tennis player schedule, 

designation of court, usage, parking, master parks plan, accessibility, 

and a recommendation to add pickle ball into the plan.  

Kevin Vangilder, 244 St. Augustine Avenue, spoke regarding pickle ball 

verses tennis and stated that they do not mix and match.

Candice Roberts, 133 Amora Avenue, spoke on pickle ball courts, 

support for short- and long-term into the master parks plan, age group, 

athletic levels, parks to be more inviting, drawing visitors to the island, 

and better for business owners.

Jack Beck, 730 Bird Bay Circle, spoke on the pickle ball courts, pickle 

ball ambassador, need for more courts, fee for playing, and other areas 

for courts. 

George Courteau, 990 Olympia Road, spoke on the pickle ball courts, 

consideration of more courts, and interference with the tennis courts. 

Mr. Wormley spoke regarding the pickle ball courts and sites. 

Discussion took place regarding pickle ball outdoor and indoor courts, 

locations of courts, netting, fees for usage of courts, times and dates, 

closures of courts, selection of sites, side by side pickle ball and tennis, 

fencing between the two, funding, dimensions of the courts, usage, 

requests, indoor pickle balls courts are county facilities, shared usage, 

and courts being lined and lighted. 
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Discussion continued regarding croquet courts, disc golf, controversial 

issues, long term solution of comprehensive plan, expansion of public 

facilities, other contributing factors, using one tennis court, and  

amenities.

Mr. Veneziano commented on parking issues and discusson on short 

term courts.

Discussion took place regarding the possibility of altering tennis courts 

for pickle ball, dedicating one tennis court to two pickle ball courts, and 

length of wait time for tennis courts. 

Mr. Wormley spoke regarding shuffleboard courts, usage, not enough 

members to maintain, two courts only in use, and the possibility of 

resurfacing shuffleboard courts to utilize as other courts. 

Lora Hauswirth, 244 Saint Augustine, spoke on the usage of tennis 

courts and wait times, utilization of courts, and not being in favor of 

taking a tennis court for a pickle ball court.

Discussion followed regarding pickle ball players going to other courts to 

play when there are wait times, signup sheet, tennis association, and 

representative for both tennis and pickle ball.

Ms. Ugas-Carpenter spoke regarding a petition regarding no marking of 

the tennis courts, and answered questions from board members 

regarding cost of courts, satisfied with one court at the minimum, 

allocation of money, budget ajustments, impact fees for the lighting of 

the soccer field, parking issues, and John Nolen park lighting and 

parking.

Discussion ensued on looking at the master parks plan before patching 

and adding, long term planning, applicable options not good at this time, 

band aid approach, part of a larger plan, and accessibility.

Ms. Ugas-Carpenter suggested converting one court for pickle ball for a 

few years then put it back to a tennis court and converting a small 

basketball court and shuffleboard court into pickle ball courts.

Mr. Wormley spoke regarding converting courts and providing their own 

net. 

Discussion took place regarding staff recommendation to research and 

consider usage of different large paved areas and facilities, staff to 

explore already existing space other than tennis courts, research 

feasiblitiy, tennis court usage and Hecksher Park.
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A motion was made by Mr. Woods, seconded by Ms. Silk, that staff research and 

consider usage of different areas and facilities and to explore existing space not 

limited to Hecksher Park. The motion passed by voice vote with Ms. Hicks 

opposed.
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Pickleball in Paradise 
Venice, FL 

1 



 Petition from 150+ Venice Pickleball players to 
bring Pickleball courts to the Island 

 Highlight aspects of the sport, its benefits, and 
the players 

 Identify: 
• Challenges: Funding, Markings on existing tennis 

courts, More players than courts 

• Potential city parks, which could accommodate 
Pickleball courts 

• Potential funding sources 

 Seek the Board’s support 

Purpose and Objectives 
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 Combination of tennis, badminton and table 
tennis 

 Played in a court smaller than a tennis court 
20’ x 44’ and a net 36” from the ground up 

 Uses paddles/rackets and a wiffle ball 

 Same point system as badminton 

 Has a no-volley zone, commonly called the 
“kitchen” 

 Naples will host first ever US Open Pickleball 
Championship in April 2016 

 

What is Pickleball? 
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 Attached Petition from Venice area resident’s 
requesting Pickleball courts in Venice Island 

 “One of the fastest growing sports in  America” 
USAPA www.usapa.org & PickleballNaplesFlorida website 

 “Pickleball becomes huge hit at Community 
Center”, Chuck Ballard, 11/25/14, NorthFtMyersNeighbor.com 

 “Pickleball is sweeping the state”, “… a 
wonderful, positive addiction…” Orlando Sentinel, 2013 

 “According to the Journal on Active Aging, 
Pickleball is North America’s fastest growing 
sport”, A Complete Guide to Pickleball, Denise Lodge, 11/18/11  

Testimonials & Local Support 
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http://www.usapa.org/


Pickleball Court Dimensions  
Smaller than Tennis – 3 Pickleball courts fit in 1 Tennis court 

http://www.usapa.org/court-diagram/ 
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The Players 

Current Pickleball and 
Tennis Players 

Former 
Racquetball & 
Table-Tennis 

Players 

Former 
Badminton 
and Tennis 

Players 

Current 
Pickleball 

Players 

Current 
Tennis 
Players 

Anyone who 
wants to have a 
good workout 

and fun 
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 HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 Great aerobic exercise, which increases cardiovascular activity 

 Improves overall physical fitness 

 Encourages muscular strength and endurance 

 Increases hand-eye coordination 
 

 COMMUNITY 
 Promotes socialization and sense of Community 

 Recent Tournament in Englewood, FL attracted visitors from all over 
the state 

 Tournaments in Naples attract hundreds of visitors from Florida and 
other states 

 

These all support the Vision of Venice:  

Vibrant -  High Quality of Life 

Benefits 
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 Include additional Pickleball courts in the 
city’s Parks Master Plan 

 Only 6 Dedicated public Pickleball courts in 
Venice area (By Pass/Foxworthy Sports 
Complex). None on the Island of Venice 

 Promote the sport and organize tournaments 

 

Areas For Growth 
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 Only one site on the island where markings or 
court conversion would be possible 

 Strong opposition from Tennis players to 
place markings on existing tennis courts 

 Pickleball players prefer dedicated Pickleball 
courts 

 Tennis players prefer dedicated tennis courts 

 More Pickleball players than courts 

 

Challenges with existing Courts 
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 Hecksher Park: 
    1. Add markings on existing courts 
    2. Convert 1-2 Tennis courts 
         Parking available 
     3. Add 1-2 Pickleball courts  
 Service Club Park:  
    Add 2 courts. Parking may be tight 
 John Nolen Park:  
    Add 3 courts. Parking – Uncertain  
 Legacy Park:  
    Add 6 courts. Parking Available 

Potential Public Parks 
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Hecksher Park 
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Service Club Park 
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John Nolen Park 

13 



Legacy Park 
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 Markings: $400 to $600 

 Conversion: $13,000 to $16,000 for 6 courts 

 New Courts: 

 $50,000 for 4 courts 

 $70,000 for 6 courts 

 Maintenance: Very low 

 Upkeep: Patching as needed 

  Repainting: $2,000 to $3,000 

Costs 
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 FDEP Grants available for Pickleball as a 
support facility. Next cycle - 2016  

 USAPA offers minimum grants to members 
for temporary markings 

 Seek out Sponsors & Non-Profit 
Organizations  

 Non-Profit organizations may apply for 
Recreational Assets through Gulf Coast 
Community Foundation 

Potential Funding Sources 
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Short Term: Hecksher Park 

 Convert 1-2 Tennis courts to 3-6 Pickleball courts; or 

 Add 1-2 Pickleball courts; or 

 Place markings on existing Tennis courts 

 

Long Term: 

 Include the addition of Pickleball courts in the city’s 
Parks Master Plan; and 

 Build 4-6 Pickleball courts at Legacy Park, or any 
other area the Board finds suitable 

Recommendation 
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Support our Petition by: 

 Short Term: Make a vote on a motion that 
would endorse one of the options at Hecksher 
Park for the addition of Pickleball courts;  

    and 

 Long Term: Include Pickleball courts in the 
city’s Parks Master Plan 

What are we requesting from the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board Today? 
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THANK YOU  
FROM THE GROWING 

PICKLEBALL COMMUNITY 
IN VENICE 

Prepared by: Marta Ugas-Carpenter 
                                    January 23, 2016 19 






















