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Since 1985, 

96 communities 

have participated 

in the Florida 

Main Street 

program



• Today 48 
communities 
have active 
programs

• Currently, the 
active programs 
have been Main 
Street programs 
an average of 17 
years!

Persistence Pays



Return on Investment

Average Local Main Street Program

$38:$1

Economic Development within the context of Historic Preservation
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Economic Development within the context of Historic Preservation

• Downtown is the heart and barometer of your city

• Downtown is the economic engine that drives the  

rest of the community.

• Buildings assessed at full value help reduce the 

tax burden on homeowners.

• Downtown is the home of independent, family 

owned businesses – your neighbors 

Why is Downtown Important



Economic Development within the context of Historic Preservation

Annual cost to the downtown of 
one empty Downtown Storefront 

• lost sales

• lost employee payroll

• lost rent

• lost business profit

• lost property taxes

• lost bank deposits

• lost real estate loan demand

• lost business loan demand

• lost sales tax to government

• lost utilities

• lost advertising

$ 400,100  TOTAL

Source:  Donovan Rypkema, Place Economics



The Big 
Numbers
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$548,054,858

$876,955,272

$405,924,522

$839,839,165
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Private
Rehabilitation

Private New
Construction

Public
Rehabilitation

Public New
Construction and

Infrastructure

Nearly $2.5 BILLION in Investment

• Total Private Investment  $1,425,010,131

• Total Public Investment    $1,245,763,687



Main Street:
Good for Taxpayers



Property Tax

EVERY YEAR the 

Property Taxes from  

private sector 

investment in 

buildings on Main 

Street provide an 

additional  

$12,500,000 to local 

governments 
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Sales Tax

Conservatively, 

the Net New 

Businesses in 

Florida Main 

Street towns 

provide over $88 

million each year 

in Sales Tax 

Revenues to the 

State



Economic Impact of 

Florida Main Street Programs

since 1985

$2.538 Billion

25,304

8,180

16,308

Total reinvestment in Florida Main Street         

Net Gain in jobs                                                            

Net Gain in businesses                                                  

Number of Building Projects                                       

Economic Development within the context of Historic Preservation



What has Main Street done for Florida?

Incomes

Value

Public Space

Catalyst

Stewardship

Local Sales Tax

Loan Demand

Incomes
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Without a strong business district, we cannot have a 

strong community

A recent survey of  our downtown business 

partners showed that many donate to a 

number of  local charities. With 44% of  

respondents giving more than $2,000 a year. 

The highest donates up to $25,000 in money, 

products or services.

EARS, Cat Depot, Humane Society of  Sarasota County, Toys for Tots, Shriners Hospital, Rotary Futures, Children First, 

Venice YMCA, Plantation  Foundation, Salvation Army, Habitat for Humanity, Sertoma, BBBS Suncoast, 

Venice Area Chamber of  Commerce, Venice Area Schools 
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Lovin’ Our Locals Events

3,500 attended & 

51% Venice

9% Sarasota

9% North Port

6% Bradenton

1,173 surveyed

5% Nokomis

4% Port Charlotte

3% Englewood
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Erin Silk

CEO Venice MainStreet

Erin@venicemainstreet.com

941-484-6722

Ronni Wood, MBA, CMSM

Coordinator, Florida Main Street

Ronni.wood@dos.myflorida.com

850-245-6345

Katherina Paliwoda, MHP

Assistant, Florida Main Street

Katherina.Paliwoda@dos.myflorida.com

850-245-6346
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