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Christina Rimes

From: Gerald Guy <gsgbmail@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 3:01 PM
To: Planning Commission
Subject: Rezoning of 820 Ormond & 833 Madrid

Hello,  
  
My wife & I are the homeowners at 817 Madrid, as of August 5, 2015, . 
  
We will not be able to attend the planning commission meeting on Tuesday, December 15th but would like to 
express our concerns with respect to the rezoning of the subject property. 
  
We bought our property in August, with the understanding that the subject property was zoned RMF-3, just like 
the current owner of the property bought it knowing that is was RMF-3.  The current owner of this property is 
seeking to increase the value of his property, but he intents to do so, at the expense of the value our property. 
  
Currently, mult-family dwellings on this property must be 3350 sq', with only 14 dwellings allowed on the 1.12 
acres.  If the rezoning is allowed, those dwellings would be reduced to 2420 sq' which would permit 20 
units.  This is a 42% increase in the number of dwellings allowed, on this small space and a 28% decrease in the 
size of each unit.  Clearly, this would increase the density in this already dense corner of the island, and, as a 
result, those of us homeowners who live near this property would lose property value. We would further lose 
property value as each of the dwellings built would be much less valuable at 2420 sq' than they would at 3350 
sq'. 
  
I also have concerns with how the development of the property will affect the natural flow of water.  This 
subject property is very low compared to the rest of the street and our lot,  3 houses away.  The water flows 
down the street to this lot.  Will the developer be allowed to raise the ground level of the property and 
potentially change the current flow of water? 
  
I would like to ask that you do not approve this rezoning request.  The property owner bought the property as 
RMF-3 and a change to RMF-4 would, clearly, adversely affect those of us howeowners in the surrounding 
area.  For me, it is disappointing that this fact is not important to the current subject property owner. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
  
Cheryl & Scott Guy 
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Christina Rimes

From: Jeff Shrum
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 3:52 PM
To: Christina Rimes
Subject: FW: Property on Ormond street

Please include as public comment for the rezone petition.  Thanks. 
 
‐Jeff Shrum 
 

From: Robert Daniels  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:58 PM 
To: Edward Lavallee <ELavallee@Venicegov.com>; Jeff Shrum <JShrum@Venicegov.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Property on Ormond street 

 
Fyi 

Sent from Outlook Mobile 
 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: "Brooks Mathews" <brooksmathews@mac.com> 
Date: Fri, Jan 15, 2016 at 11:54 AM -0800 
Subject: Property on Ormond street 
To: "City Council" <CityCouncil@Venicegov.com> 
Cc: "enviromentaladvisoryboard@venicegov.com" <enviromentaladvisoryboard@venicegov.com>, "Parks 
Recreation Advisory Board" <ParksRecreationAdvisoryBoard@venicegov.com> 

My name is Brooks Mathews.  My mother Betty Wemyss has owned a home at 809 Ormond street across from the proposed 
development on the corner of Ormond the esplanade and Madrid. We missed the zoning change this summer as the notification went 
to a trust officer. I am here now for a January 19 meeting.  This development has many concerns,Environmental for one. The back of 
the property has always had a flowing spring. The area was heavily populated by Indians because of the fresh water offered there. 
Over the years, 
a house adjacent filled a large swimming pool with that spring water. The house has now been sold and the pool filled in. The whole 
spring has been filled in with soil covering the 4 foot retaining wall. Across the street is a public beach,Chauncy Howard Park.  We 
have that park because a development could not be erected because of the underground rivers. The pilings could not be made 
secure.  In the worst of droughts here a large part of the lot is always lush and green. The spring is there just covered for development. 
This property is the last speck of green at this very congested end of the island. The high side of the lot is the only parking available 
for the public park. The lot is covered with many mature trees especially some large live oak. The developers want to build a 4 story 
building with parking under the building. Another concerned citizen told me that the engineers  hired by this owner have said that 
there is no spring, just storm water run off keeping this lot damp. I would like to know if there has been an environmental study and it 
could be made available to the public.  
 
Before the property is clear cut, we need to be certain of the true water flow. There needs to be a parking solution for the park.  
 
Wouldn't it be grand to save the little green spot for another park,fix the parking problem and open up the spring again? The developer 
could take tax credits and build some where else that isn't already so congested and a little of old Venice could remain as a park.  
 
Thank you for your time,  
Brooks Mathews and Betty Jo Wemyss.    
615 218-4092 
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Sent from my iPhone 
PLEASE NOTE: This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, concerning 
public records. Email communications are covered under such laws; therefore, email sent or received on this 
entity's computer system, including your email address, may be disclosed to the public and media upon request. 
If you do not want your email address released to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this 
entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.  
PLEASE NOTE: This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, concerning 
public records. Email communications are covered under such laws; therefore, email sent or received on this 
entity's computer system, including your email address, may be disclosed to the public and media upon request. 
If you do not want your email address released to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this 
entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.  
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Christina Rimes

From: Jeff Shrum
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 11:01 AM
To: Christina Rimes
Subject: FW: Property on Ormond St

Correspondence for rezone today. 
 
‐Jeff 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Tom Jones 
Sent: Sunday, January 17, 2016 10:47 PM 
To: Brooks Mathews <brooksmathews@mac.com> 
Cc: Michelle Girvan <MGirvan@Venicegov.com>; Jeff Shrum <JShrum@Venicegov.com> 
Subject: Re: Property on Ormond St 
 
Hello Brooks ‐ 
 
Thank you for your email.  I'm not sure the Environmemtal Advisory Board can help you with 
your issue, however you are welcome to attend our next meeting on Feb. 24 at 2:30pm at City 
Hall and present this to the board. 
 
By copy of this, I'll ask Jeff Shrum, our Community development director, to reply with any 
suggestions. 
 
Sincerely ‐ Tom Jones 
EAB chair 
 
________________________________ 
From: Brooks Mathews <brooksmathews@mac.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 3:12:38 PM 
To: Environmental Advisory Board 
Subject: Property on Ormond St 
 
My name is Brooks Mathews.  My mother Betty Wemyss has owned a home at 809 Ormond 
street<x‐apple‐data‐detectors://0> across from the proposed development on the corner of 
Ormond the esplanade and Madrid. We missed the zoning change this summer as the 
notification went to a trust officer. I am here now for a January 19<x‐apple‐data‐
detectors://1>meeting.  This development has many concerns,Environmental for one. The 
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back of the property has always had a flowing spring. The area was heavily populated by 
Indians because of the fresh water offered there. Over the years, a house adjacent filled a 
large swimming pool with that spring water. The house has now been sold and the pool filled 
in. The whole spring has been filled in with soil covering the 4 foot retaining wall. Across the 
street is a public beach,Chauncy Howard Park.  We have that park because a development 
could not be erected because of the underground rivers. The pilings could not be made secure. 
In the worst of droughts here a large part of the lot is always lush and green. The spring is 
there just covered for development. This property is the last speck of green at this very 
congested end of the island. The high side of the lot is the only parking available for the public 
park. The lot is covered with many mature trees especially some large live oak. The developers 
want to build a 4 story building with parking under the building. Another concerned citizen 
told me that the engineers  hired by this owner have said that there is no spring, just storm 
water run off keeping this lot damp. I would like to know if there has been an environmental 
study and it could be made available to the public. 
 
Before the property is clear cut, we need to be certain of the true water flow. There needs to 
be a parking solution for the park. 
 
Wouldn't it be grand to save the little green spot for another park,fix the parking problem and 
open up the spring again? The developer could take tax credits and build some where else that 
isn't already so congested and a little of old Venice could remain as a park. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Brooks Mathews and Betty Jo Wemyss. 
615 218‐4092<tel:615%20218‐4092> 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
PLEASE NOTE: This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, 
concerning public records. Email communications are covered under such laws; therefore, 
email sent or received on this entity's computer system, including your email address, may be 
disclosed to the public and media upon request. If you do not want your email address 
released to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact 
this office by phone or in writing. 
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