
REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL 
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DESCRIBE THE SPECIFICS OF YOUR REQUEST (Attach maps, photos, reports or other documents that may assist 
in describing the nature of the request): 

On December 8, 2020 City Council assigned the Environmental Advisory Board to research 

aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico. After initial research, the EAB made a recommendation to City 

Council to issue a letter to the EPA stating the concerns with the project. On May 25, 2021, City 

Council instructed City attorney to draft letter as discussed. 

Aquaculture has become a topic of interest again with recent news articles on June 22, 2022 and most 

recently, the effects from Hurricane Ian on the current projects published on October 23, 2022. 

The Environmental Advisory Board request to add aquaculture to the annual agenda for further study 

of the environmental effects of the current Ocean Era Aquaculture Demonstration Project in the Gulf 
of Mexico off Sarasota County. 

OFFICE USE: 

p Yes, meets the parameters of a Legislative Referral. 

CZf Forwarded to Council Agenda 1'2.ll* r~zz, 
D No, doesn't meet the parameters of a Legislative Referral 

D Forwarded to City Manage, ______ 
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Ian IDay be factor in challenge to aquaculture project permit 
Earle Kimel "We need to talk about 'We have plenty ofviolent stomis In Water Watch, as well as Suncoast Wa­
Sarasota Herald-Tribune the fact that we felt the the area and that the facility might in­ terkeeper and Tampa Bay Watekeeper, 
USA TODAY NETWORK permit was issued with­ clude a barge and other support facili­ that filed suitinfederal appeals court on 

out adequate considera­ ties inaddition to the cage and there are Sept. 27 - just prlor to Hurrlcane Ian 
When environmental and animal tion ofthe facility's envi­ concems about how that would hold up making landfall. . 

advocates challenge the Environmental ronmental impacts,W said in a severe stonn like Ian," she added. Friends of Animals, a nonprofit 
Protection _Agency's approval of a Cufone Marianne CUfone, an .at- "Certainly there were effects of the based in Darien, Connecticut filed suit 
permit for the Ocean Era aquaculture tomey who is also execu­ stonn in the area where Velella Epsilon in mid-September. 
demonstration project in two separate tive di.rector of the RecirculatiDg Pam1s is slated to be." The EPA granted final approval for 
federal lawsuits, theymaybe able to use Coalition. '1 think we are able to talk Toe organizations Cutone represents :t}le project on June 8, after it said it was 
the impact of Hurricane Ian to make about the concem with hurricanes be­ are part of a coalition of seven groups, 
thefrcase. cause we have raised that before. led by Washington, D.C.-based Food & See AQUACULTURE, Page ac 
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·Aquaculture 
Continued from Page 1C 

satisfied with the answer to whether 
discharges of waste generated by the 
fish would degrade the water. 

'Ibe project, which would see about 
20,000 Almaco jack fish raised in a net 
pen requires an EPApermit because the 
water that flows through the net pen is 
considered to be effluent, meaning the 
nutrlent levels will need to be moni­
tored . . 

'Ibe Food & Water Watch lawsuit was 
filed in Washington, D.C., because that 
ls thehomebase ofFood& Water Watch. 

ThePriends ofAnimals suit~sfiled 
in the Second Circuit Court ofAppeal in 
New York, because the group is basedin 
Connecticut. 

Previous challenges ofthe permit by 
each group were consolidated into one 
argument, so it's possible that the two 
suits will be consolidated as well. 

The environmentalists hope the 
courts overturn the BPA decision or at 
the least require the agency to conduct 
significantly more rigorous tests and 
modeling before allowing the demon­
stration project to proceed. 

Dennis Peters, executive director of 
OUlfstream.Aquaculture,haspreviously 
said amainpmpose ofthe project - re­
fenedtoasVelellaEpsilon-istoanswer 
queatlons about the environmental im­
pact of~ net pen aquacultuxe. 

Petemls imtnemigwith Neil Antho­
ny Sims, CBO ofOcean Era Inc., on Ve­
lella Epsilon. 

"Something like this demonstration 
project really is necessary to prove the 
misinfonnation and disinformation 
that's out there," Peters told the Herald­
Tribune in June. "That's why we pro­
pos'ed to do it from the beginning; it's to 
do a very thorough and rigorous water 
quality monitoring program to demon­
strate that there are very minimal ifany 
detectable nutrient impacts to the envi­
ronment. whether it's water quality or 
sediment quality. 

"This is what the public wants to 
know - they want to know ifit's harm­
ful or not and it takes a demonstration 
or pilot project just like this to be able to 

· demonstrate that information to the 
public and stakeholders,".he added. 

Mote Marine Laboratory &Aquarium 
would provide .fingerling Almaco jack 
spawned and raised at its land-based 
Mote Aquaculture Resea1ch Parle to 
Ocean Era and_ cUtnerwith the co~-

ny on water monitoring. 
Justin Bloom, fotmder of Suncoast 

Watekeeper, said the net pen concept 
• should be tested through 

signiti.cantly more 
modeling before being 
attempted in open wa­
ters. 

"Any project like that 
needs to be studied ade-

Bloom quately," Bloom said. 
"The fOCllS of our objec­

tion is not so much, 'This is doomed, it's 
going to be afailure, it's bad, it's wrong: 

"It's more, 1fyou're going to do ·this, 
there's a major risk."' 

Precursor to aquacultur, 
expansion 

The proposed site for Ocean Era's Ve­
_Iella Epsilon net pen project is roughly 
45 miles southwest ofSarasota. Its sp~ 
cific latitude andlongitude, accordingto 
the permit, would bewest ofVenice and 
north ofEnglewood. 

'Ibe Ocean Era net pen would be 17 
meters in diameter and 7 meteJS deep, 
and 40 meters below the surface. 

It would be anchored to the bottom 
and tended by a feed barge that would 
be tethered to the side ofthe net pen. 

Bloom is fairly certain what would 
havehappenedto tbsprojecthaditbeen 
in the pathofHlmiqane Ian. 

Tm pretty sure it would have been 
completely removed; Bloom said. 
"That's just one of the many issues -
now we can kind offocus on that - but 
that's one of many issues that I think 
really beg consideration ofthe viability 
ofthis project." 

In addition, Bloom noted, the Ocean 
Era pilot project would set a precedent 
for other aquacultute projects· in the 
GulfofMexico. 

The federal government is already 
eyeing sites for offshore aquaculture. 

InJune, the National Oceanic andAt­
mospheric Administration identified a 
total of 10 "aquaculture opportunity 
areas" off of California in the Pacific 
Oceanandnineareas inthe GulfofMex­
ico, oft' ofTexas, Louisiana and Florida. 

The three in Florida includes sites 
offshore ofCollier, Sarasota andPinellas 
counties 

"It would create aprec~dentformany 
of these projects up and down our 
coast," Bloom said. "If this permit were 
to ultimately be given the green light it 
would herald the proliferation of these 
facilities in an areathat's proneto hurri­
canes and red tides." 

https://stakeholders,".he


t A diver approaches a demonstntion ofa commercial fishing net pen byOcean 
Era in Kona, Hawaii. Environmental groups are challenging an EPA discharge 
permit for a similar demonstration project that would be located offofsouth 
Sarasota County. COURTESY PHOTO, KAMPAOil FARMS 

'Worst place ... to build something 
like this' 

I 
stephen Hernick, attorney for the 

Friends of AnimaJs Wildlife Program, 
said, "Wejustthinkthisisjustaboutthe 

worst place in the world 
to build something like 
this- in this pristinema­
rine environment with a 
number of endangered 
species that is suscepti­
ble to algal blooms. 

Hernick "Constructing this 
facility (and) operating it 

is goingto create an inordinate amount 
of waste in a very concentrated area, 
lead to an increase in harmful red algal 
bloomsandwill likely negativelyimpact 
a numberofmarinespecies inthe area." 

The Ocean Era project would house 
as many as 20,000 fish in the net pen 
that wouldgrowtomarket sizewithinl2 
months. Afterallowingformortality, the 

1 goal is to produce 17,000 marketable 
fish. Those fish canvary insizeup to 4.5 
pounds. 

Withthat inmind, environmentalists 
say that could mean as manyas 80,000 
pounds offish in one area. 

"You would never naturallyhave this 
much fishwaste inanarea intheocean," 
Hernick said. "Fish simply would not 
cdngregate in these numbers in such a 
con.fined space. 

"There's really no comparison any­
where ill the wild - even historically 
when there were m ore fish," he added. 
"It's the COilS!entration of waste aJto-

gether. It's not diffused by the water if 
it's more spread out." 

While the Food & Water Watch suit 
concentrates on the permit for the 
Ocean Era pollution discharge system 
the suit filed by Friends of Animals is 
broader. 

Inadditionto challengingthepemrlt, 
the suit claims the system violates the 
federal CleanWaterActandwould-iead 
to an unreasonable degradation of the 
marine environment,"Hemick said. 

Thesuitalsoalleges theprojectcould 
violate the federal Endangered Species 
Act. 

"This facility is going to have a nega­
tive Impacton anumber ofspecies list­
ed in the ESA - including whales and 
turtles,»hesaid,thenaddedthatthere is 

•also a concern about parasite orpatho­
gen transferfrom thefatmedfishtowild 
fish. 

Cufone suggestedthat the EPA made 
a hasty decision to approve the. Ocean 
Era waste discharge permit to start ad­
vancing offshore aquaculture endeav­
ors. 

"That's something that's beenin the 
agency's sights for many years,"' CUfoJ,Je 
said "It feels odd to be pushing this for­
ward off the coast of Florida where we 
already have had so many challenges -
longbadredtides, massive coral die-off, 
and historic storms. 

"It all seems odd that the agency 
would push so quickly on this without 
anaJyzing the scale and number of po­

. tentiaJ environmentaJ impacts." 



City Council Meeting Minutes December 8, 2-020 

RES. NO. 
2020-50 

A R,esolution of the City of Venice, Florida, Opposing the United States 
Environmentaf Protection Agency's Pr,eliminary Approval to Discharge Fish 
Farm Waste into the Gulf of Mexico; and Providing an Effective Date 

Mayor Feinsod noted the Envlronrnental Protection Agency {EPA} issued a 
permit and inquired if council wants to move forward with the resolution. 

Ms. Stelzer read the resolutfon by title only. 

Mr. Pachota called for a point of order and clarified if there is no motion 
then council does not have to vote. 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Cautero, seconded by Council Member 
IMoore, that Resolution No. 2020-50 be approved and adopted. 

Discussion followed regarding permit being issued, the dty's contact with 
Capital Consulting, and concern with jeopardizing federal funding. 

Mr. Lavallee spoke on his communication with Capital Consutling. 

Ms. Stelzer advised the resolution title was incorrect and stated trtle is "A 
resolution of the City of Venice, Florida, opposing marine fish 
in 1he Gulf of Me:idco; and providing an effective date". 

Ms. Fernandez explained basis for the language provided. 

Discussion continued regarding tabling item until more Information is 
obtained, item not being in council's purview, fncludfng more qualified data 
in the resolution, ensuring proper review and vetting prior to council taking 
action, and postponing item to a future date. 

A mot[on was mado by Vice Mayor Cautero, seconded by Or. Fiedler, to postpone 
Resolution No. 2020-50 to tfie first quarter or 2021. 

Mr. Pachota caUed for a point of order and requested ,clarification if the 
motion is being amended or a second motion is being made. 

Ms. Stelzer advised a second motion is being made to postpone the 
resolution. 

Discussion followed regarding who will be providiing additional information 
to courmil. 

Or. Fiedler calfed for a point of order and noted she seconded the motion. 

Discussion continued on having the Environmental Adviso.-y Board (IEAB) 
research item and make a presentation to council in the first quarter of 
2021, expressing the city's posrtion, researching actions taken by other 



City Council Meeting Minutes December 8, 2020 

communities, not imposing a timeflrame for 1EAB to present to council, and 
utmzing lobbylst. 

Vice Mayor Cautero restated his motion. 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor c.autero, seconded by Dr. Fielder, to postpone 
Resolution No. 2020--50 until the Environmental Advisory Board ,Is ready to ,present 
to council. The motion carrfed by the following vote: 

Yes: 7 - Mayor Feinsod, Mr. Cautero, Ms. Moore, Mr. Pachota, Dr. Neunder, Mr. Kelly and, 
Dr. Fiedler 

'Recess was ta~en at 9:51 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. 

City Councll Mooting Minutes January 12, 2021 

Council Member Kelly 

Mayor Fei,nsod passed the gavel to Vice Mayor Cautero and left the 
meeting at 12:54 p.m. 

Mr. Kelly commented on the Environmental Advisory Board (EAB)'s 
decision not to take action on the marine fish aquaculture matter, and 
questions to incorporate into the city's sustafnability survey. 

Mayor Feinsod returned to the meeting at 12:55 p.m. 

Vice Mayor Cautero returned the gavel to Mayor Feinsod. 

Mr. Kelly requested a staff pre.sentation on the city's action to promote 
indoor and outdoor water oonseirvatlon. 

M ¥ 25, 2021 



C. COUNCIL. ACTION/DISCUSSION 

21-5060 ·Environmental Advisory Board Request for City Co1.mcil lo Send Letter lo 
e United States Environ en al Protec1Jion Agency RegauHng Ocean Era 
uaculture Penn' 

Dr. George Davis, Environmental Ad'viso•ry e·oard (EAIS) member, spoke 
,on the board's request con,cerns with project. and Enviroinmenla l 
Protection Agency (EPA} permit. 

Tom Jones, EAB Cha ir, agreed wi11h Dr. Davis' statemenls. 

Dtscussion followed rega,rdlng the Army Corps of Engineer, EPA pe,rmlt, 
1PUrpose of E.Ae's letter, and opposition fro-m othef oommuni ·es.. 

In response to council, Mr. Lavallee advised of huiS communicat ion with 
Capital City Consulting on ttne city supporting/endorsing issu,es. 

Dr. Oa ·s respo:naed to cou cil ques ·oris regardmg th b ard abtain·ng 
qua :tative da to present to c:ou cil 

Vice Mayor Cautero suggested the EAB con.sider initiatives that have 
broader political agreement nd support. 

Or. Davis commented on rp ,o· cm. obtainin incfoTma1ion from Moe Marine 
Laboratory, red tid,e, and ~escinding EPA p rmit. 

Discussion follo ed regarding pmjeot local on, EPA's d a, ine for public 
·n ut. EAB's tte • jssuing a · y proclamation. and a dressing r1ed tide 
and water quality issues. 

Mr. Jones was In a,gr,eement with issuing a city proclamation. 

Oennrs Peers. Gulfstream uacu r , llC, oommented on his 
involvement with U1,e permitting process and wo,rking with Mote Mar~e Lab 
and Mote guacu ture Research Par:I< on th is p,r,oject, an uacu ture study 
conductecl in Panama City, pu.rpose of pro ect 60 day rev ew by EPA, 
Army Corps o Engineer i suing pemf, project s· e. using incfgenous fish. 
arid respol'IICfed to councit questions regarding using Sarasota County slle 
for demonstration only. project timeframe. working in conjunction with Mote 
Marine, and the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council). 

D cussion Iollo • ed o.n having a represen~at111e from (3ulfstream 
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uacul ure make a presentation to counci l, being oognizant of council's 
opinion ,on po · ,ical issues, and oommunicati · g Capital1 Ci y Cons11.1Ming1s 
1reoommendaHon on e do:raeme,nms to d · ory boa:rds. 

Dr. Davis responded to council questions regarding consideration of the 
o e year pilot pr-oject 

A ,motion was madu by Co uncH Member Kelly, seconded lby Vic Mayor Caute ro, 
to a,pprove Item No, 21 -5060. 

ayor Feinsod passed the ,ga el 'lo Vice Ma or Cautero .and !efi! the dais a 
11:116 a.m. 

ID scussion followed on modifying EAB's lefter. 

Mayor f.einsod l'i 'turned to the dais at 11 :19 a.rn. 

Vice Mayor Cautero returned the gavel to Mayor Feinsod. 

R,ecess was ta.ken at 11 :19 a.m. unlfl 11:26 e.m. 

Discussion con inued on council's iPr1evioos r ques·t for the B to ma'ke a 
pre,sentation on 11his item. lo'b yis:l's reoom ·. enda ·on 011 endo sements, 
and h · ving Ms. F man:dez write ,1retter to the , PA 

Mr. Kelly r,estated his mo ion. 

A mo ·on was ,made by C<lt.111c1 emb r Kelly, $ee,o d d by Dr. d r. for the 
Cllty · ttorney -to draft a letter to, the Em/, ronmentaf Pr•ot e tion Agency (EPA) 
regard ng the Ocean Era guacultu Permit as djscussed by counieil. The motion 
carriled 'by 11h11 follow ng vote: 

Yes; 7 - ayor Feinsod. M Ca ero. Moore. r. PaehOla·, Dr Ne !'Id r, Mr Kelly and 
Dr. FredJer 



City County Meeting Minutes April 12, 2022 

22-5427 

Tom Jones, Chair of the Environmental Advisory Board: Board's Annual Report and Council Feedback 
(10 min.) 

Reference: (City of Venice Page 5 of 10 City Council Meeting Minutes April 12, 2022) 

Chair Jones, presented the Environmental Advisory Board {EAB) report to Council. City Attorney 

Fernandez commented on the role of the Council Liaison. Discussion about recycling, mini reefs, green 

building standards, meeting county standards, education, Florida Green Building website, floating 

islands, and Council Liaison roles. 

Action: A motion was made by Dr. Neunder, seconded by Dr. Fiedler, that the 2021-2022 
Environmental Advisory Board Annual Report Agenda be approved with the following goals: 

1. Encourage an increase in curbside and commercial recycling and look for ways to reduce 

contamination in the collection and transportation process. 

2. Research the number and locations of all public trash receptacles in Venice as it relates to the 

viability of adding recycling receptacles at each location including what it takes to implement 

along with any costs, challenges, and benefits anticipated or experiences in other communities. 

3. Promote the use of biodegradable food service items at special events in Venice. 

4. showcase the value of mini reefs under docks and floating plant islands in retention ponds as 

simple and low-cost methods to reduce excess nutrients in our waterways. 

5. Raise awareness of the long term environmental and economic value of green building 

standards in new construction and remodeling. 

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 




