
DOWNTOWN VENICE
PUBLIC SPACE WORKSHOP

MAY 11, 2022



AGENDA
1) GOAL: PUBLIC INPUT & DISCUSSION

2) WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?

3) WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

4) PERMITTING FOR PUBLIC SPACE

5) PERMIT CONDITIONS AND FEES

6) NEXT STEPS



WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?
W. VENICE AVENUE



WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?
MIAMI AVENUE



WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?



WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?



WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?



WHAT IS THE DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACE?



WHY IS PUBLIC SPACE IMPORTANT?
1)BOTH PUBLIC / PRIVATE VALUE

2)PUBLIC VALUE:
 Benches, trash cans, public art, flower baskets, trees, 

landscaping, bike racks, light poles, public signs

3)PRIVATE VALUE:
 Outside dining, umbrellas, heaters, merchandise, signage, 

entertainment



1)BOTH PUBLIC / PRIVATE NEEDS

2)PUBLIC NEED:
 ADA accessibility, trash control, public safety (benches, 

lighting, signage), beautification

3)PRIVATE NEED:
 Business model, seat counts, customer appeal

WHY IS PUBLIC SPACE IMPORTANT?



1)CAFÉ OR DISPLAY PERMIT - APPLICATION

PERMITTING PUBLIC SPACE



1)CAFÉ OR DISPLAY PERMIT – SITE PLAN

PERMITTING PUBLIC SPACE



1) EXISTING PERMIT CONDITIONS (CH62, ART. V):
 72” wide accessible walkway for pedestrians

 24” clear zone from back of curb

 Site plan posted visibly on site

 Seating expansion permitted onto one adjacent frontage

 Cleanliness – maintenance of area, pressure washing

 Insurance coverage

2) OTHER PERMIT CONDITIONS:
 Permit Term and Public Space Fees

PERMITTING CONDITIONS & FEES



1) PERMIT TERM: 1-5 YEARS, SITE PLAN UPDATES

2) PUBLIC SPACE FEES:

 Application Fee = Set by City Manager to cover 

administrative costs (Formerly $25)

 Public Space Fees = Set by Resolution for use of 

public space

PERMITTING CONDITIONS & FEES



PUBLIC SPACE FEES:

 Fairly standard in other communities

 Fee structure and amounts vary greatly

 Fees vary from $100 - $4,500 annually

 Charged by SF, by Table or by Chairs

PERMITTING CONDITIONS & FEES



PERMITTING CONDITIONS & FEES
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Cassariano's Seed & Bean

Cafe' Permit Application for New Permit Simulation 
for Two Venice Cafe' Permitted Restaurants

Key to the letter following each location:
F = based on fixed fee
T = based on number of tables
C = based on number of chairs
SF = based on square footage



PERMITTING CONDITIONS & FEES
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Cassariano's Seed & Bean

Cafe' Permit Renewal Simulation for Two 
Venice Cafe' Permitted Restaurants

Key to the letter following each location:
F = based on fixed fee
T = based on number of tables
C = based on number of chairs
SF = based on square footage



1)UPDATE CAFÉ PERMIT PROCESS

2)CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL 

(CODE UPDATE, PERMIT & FEES)

3) RE-ISSUE NEW CAFÉ PERMITS

NEXT STEPS



CITY FOCUS = DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP 
MERCHANTS VOLUNTEERS CITY STAFF

DISCUSSION AND INPUT



A SUCCESSFUL AND VIBRANT DOWNTOWN 

DEPENDS ON ALL OF US

PUBLIC INPUT AND QUESTIONS

DISCUSSION AND INPUT
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