
The Florida Certified Local Government 

(CLG) Program 

A preservation tool for your community
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Historic  preservation helps protect  the 

places that make your community special
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How becoming a CLG  can help preserve 

your community

The CLG program is a national initiative which creates a preservation 
partnership between federal, state, and your community.

CLGs receive:

 Preservation training and technical assistance 

 Grant assistance for qualified preservation projects

Becoming a CLG also gives your community a role in the National 
Register nomination process and allows you to review applications for 
Florida's property tax abatement program.
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Key components of a historic preservation 

ordinance 

 Establishes historic preservation as a valid public purpose

 Creates a professionally qualified historic preservation board

 Establishes criteria and for the designation of historic resources 
(Recommended criteria: the National Register criteria)

 Establishes criteria for development reviews, including 
alterations, relocations, new construction and demolitions of 
designated resources (Recommended criteria: The Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards)
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Other considerations of your 

preservation ordinance

 Procedure for the ongoing survey and inventory of historic 
resources

 Provision for public participation

 Provision for enforcing board decisions

 Penalties for non-compliance

 Provision for the delay of demolitions

 Right of owner appeal

 Provision of staff sufficient to carry out ordinance requirements

 Provision to comply with CLG program requirements
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Legal considerations  

 An ordinance must not be so restrictive as to deprive a 
property owner of reasonable economic use of his property

 An ordinance must honor a citizen’s constitutional right to 
“due process,” meaning that fair hearings must be provided 
and rational procedures be followed in an ordinance’s 
administration
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How does my community become  a 

CLG?

 Work with the Division of Historical Resources to draft a 
historic preservation ordinance or amend your 
community’s existing preservation ordinance to meet 
program requirements

 Submit a program application to the Division of 
Historical Resources

 Following recommendation by the Division of Historical 
Resources, your community will be designated a CLG 
by the National Park Service
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Once your community is designated a CLG 

you must:

 Provide the Division of Historical Resources with agendas and 
minutes of your historic preservation board meetings

 Notify the Division of Historical Resources of staffing changes to 
your historic preservation board

 Notify the Division of Historical Resources of proposed 
amendments to your historic preservation ordinance

 Submit an annual report of your preservation program’s activities
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Benefits of being a CLG: education and 

training
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Benefits of being a CLG: grants 

 Eligible to receive Federally-funded grants set aside only for CLGs

 CLG grants range in size from $5,000-$50,000

 Generally a total of $110,000 in grant assistance is available annually

 Matching funds are not required
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CLG grant application and administration

 Applications are solicited in the spring of each year

 Projects begin July 1 of the following year

 Project length is 12 months

 CLGs may partner with each other on a project of 
regional impact

 CLGs may partner with other organizations (Main 
Street, historical society, school board, etc.) in your 
community; however,  only the CLG is eligible to 
apply for the grant 
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Myers Park Historic District Walking  

Tour Brochure  (2011) 

Tallahassee Trust  for Historic Preservation / $5,000 
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MiMo on the Beach Brochure and Website 

(2011) 

City of Miami Beach / $9,200 
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Boynton Beach Heritage Trail  (2013) 

City of Boynton Beach  / $28,552
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Downtown District Design Guidelines 

(2013) 
City of Fernandina Beach  / $19,500
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Local historic preservation is:

 Survey and Planning

 Resource Management

 Education 
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A historic survey will:

 Identify and record the historic resources in your community

 Provide a record of community resources in case they are lost

 Allow you to evaluate, prioritize, and plan for resource 
preservation

 Need to be periodically updated 
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The legal authority provided by your community’s 

historic preservation ordinance to preserve your 

community's resources through historic designation and 

design review. 

Resource management
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Historic designation

Is achieved through the nomination of eligible resources to 

the National Register of Historic Places (limited protection) 

and local historic  designation (greater protection). 
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How are historic buildings protected?

Locally designated resources receive a greater level of protection 

from insensitive alterations, relocations and demolitions than National 

Register listed properties.
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Guidelines for preservation

Using the national Secretary of the Interior's Standards Rehabilitation, 

or your community’s design guidelines, historic resources can be 

sensitively preserved and rehabilitated.
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Education

A local historic preservation program

must pursue an aggressive and ongoing 

program of community education if it is 

to be successful.
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How do I involve my community in historic 

preservation? 

 Use the media (print, broadcast and social media)

 Use your school system

 Produce publications, videos, walking/driving tours and 
web pages about your community’s history

 Hold on-site public hearings

 Offer technical assistance workshops for property owners 
using professionally qualified speakers

 Involve property owners and volunteers through special 
events
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Where to go for information: 

The National Park Service
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The National Alliance of Preservation  

Commissions  
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The Florida Trust for Historic 

Preservation 
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The Division of Historical Resources

Florida Department of State
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1. Fort Walton Beach
2. Quincy
3. Tallahassee/Leon County
4. Monticello
5. Fernandina Beach
6. Jacksonville
7. St. Johns County
8. Clay County
9.     St. Augustine
10.   Palatka
11. Newberry
12. Gainesville
13. Micanopy
14. Ocala
15.   Welaka
16.  Daytona Beach
17.  New Smyrna Beach
18.  Volusia County
19.  DeLand
20.  Sanford
21.  Mount Dora
22.  Eustis
23.  Leesburg
24.  Eatonville
25.  Orlando
26.  Windermere
27. Kissimmee
28.  Auburndale
29.  Lakeland
30.  Plant City
31. Hillsborough County
32.  Tampa
33. Tarpon Springs
34. Belleair

35. Pinellas County
36.  St. Pete  Beach
37.  Gulfport
38.  St. Petersburg
39.  Manatee County 
40.  Sarasota 
41.  Sarasota County
42.  Highlands County
43.  Melbourne
44.  Vero  Beach
45.  Fort Pierce
46.  Fort Myers
47.  Lee County
48.  Bonita Springs
49.  Collier County
50.  Palm Beach County
51.  Jupiter
52.  Lake Park
53. West Palm Beach
54.  Lake Worth
55.  Boynton Beach
56.  Delray Beach
57.  Palm Beach
58.  Pompano Beach
59.  Fort  Lauderdale
60.  Hollywood
61.  Miami Beach
62.  Miami
63.  Coral  Gables

64.  Homestead
65.  Miami-Dade County
66. Monroe County
67.  Islamorada
68.  Key West

The  Florida  CLG  network
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Michael  Zimny
Florida  Certified  Local  Government  Coordinator

Division  of  Historical  Resources

500  South  Bronough  Street

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0250

flheritage.com 

850.245.6333  Phone  850 245.6437  Fax

Michael.Zimny@DOS.MyFlorida.com
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