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Sarasota County must call a halt to reckless development

Sarasota Herald-Tribune
August 12, 2024

Design infrastructure to handle heavy rain

The widespread flooding in our area from Tropical Storm Debby was likely caused by a complex and varied set of
factors. But the flooding also highlights the dangers of unchecked development outpacing essential infrastructure.

Before constructing residential communities, developers should be required to implement robust stormwater
management systems capable of withstanding intense rainfall over short periods.

Additionally, impact fees must be set at levels that adequately fund the expansion of canals and other conduits
necessary to channel excess water to larger bodies capable of handling the volume.

Yet if we continue to vote blindly for local officials, such as county commissioners, based solely on party affiliation
without understanding their positions on overdevelopment or scrutinizing the sources of their campaign funding —
and if we accept the messages in mass mailers without critically examining their context—we can expect more
runaway development and the resulting consequences.
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