
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Sonya Fronckowiak 
To: City Council 
Cc: James Clinch; Alan Bullock; Barbara Hines; klehner@venicechamber.com 
Subject: GagaBall Pit and Cornhole at Mundy Park 
Date: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 4:29:52 PM 
Attachments: GAGA BALL & CORNHOLE PRESENTATION.pdf 

Mundy_Park_GaGa_Ball-Cornhole_SITE_PLAN.pdf 

Caution: This email originated from an external source. Be Suspicious of Attachments, 
Links and Requests for Login Information 

Good Afternoon! 
My name is Sonya Fronckowiak and I am a member of the 2022 Leadership Venice Class. The 
group is organized through the City of Venice Chamber of Commerce and the purpose is 
to expose current and future leaders to all aspects of the Venice community. As part of the 
program, the class must select and implement a class project prior to graduating in October 
2022. For more information of the group, click on the link. Leadership Venice | Venice Area 
Chamber of Commerce (venicechamber.com) 

For our class project, we would like to build a Gaga Ball pit and install prefabricated, concrete 
cornhole boards in Mundy Park. Gaga Ball is a game played in an octagon shaped "pit" where 
the object is to hit the ball at or below opponents' knees to eliminate them from the pit. The 
last one left in the GaGa Ball pit is the winner.  Here is a short video to get an idea of how it is 
played. https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxZ7uQt52a8XZJgUHZSCwL7g0QhV8VvssA 

We think the cost of the project would be around $5000. We plan to collect donations where 
we would have it fully funded by local businesses. The pit would be built using pressure 
treated wood, therefore the future maintenance is minimal and would only require mulching 
the interior ground surface on occasion. The Cornhole Boards would be purchased online and 
would be delivered ready to install. 

We presented at the Parks and Rec. Advisory Board meeting on June 27, 2022 and received 
their support. It is my understanding that the next steps were for Mr. Roger Effron to submit a 
Legislative Referral to put this on the agenda for the next Council Meeting on July 12, 2022.  I 
spoke with him last week and he confirmed he submitted the form as required by the due 
date. 

At this time, I am seeking confirmation that we are on the agenda for the next meeting on July 
12 and wanted to know our involvement at the meeting. Do we need to present the project? 
If so, how long is the presentation? Will you need to ask us questions? 

I have attached the presentation for your reference and a site plan for the location at Mundy 
Park. 

mailto:Sonya@marsabel.com
mailto:CityCouncil@Venicegov.com
mailto:JClinch@venicefl.gov
mailto:abullock@venicefl.gov
mailto:bhines@venicechamber.com
mailto:klehner@venicechamber.com
https://www.venicechamber.com/leadership/leadership-venice
https://www.venicechamber.com/leadership/leadership-venice
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxZ7uQt52a8XZJgUHZSCwL7g0QhV8VvssA
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GAGA BALL &
CORN HOLE


Leadership Venice


Class of 2022


June 27, 2022


Who?
 Leadership Venice, Class of 2022


 Comprised of 23 Leaders with diverse backgrounds that either live or
work in Venice


 Our purpose:


 To learn more about the community we live and work in.


 To be exposed to the problems and opportunities that face the
Venice Community.


 To create a class project that will bring a benefit to the
community
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What?
Build a GaGa Ball Pit


• Build a GaGa Ball Pit out of pre-treated wood


• Use mulch for the ground surface to match
the playground


Install Corn-Hole Boards


• Purchase Pre-Fabricated Concrete Corn-Hole
Game Boards


• Install Permanent Corn-Hole Game Boards
per ACO (American Cornhole Organization)
regulations


What is


GaGa Ball?


• A ball game where every
player fends for themselves


• It is played in an octagon
shaped pit (~30 feet Diameter)


• The game is not limited to an
age demographic…..everyone
can enjoy!


• It’s fast paced and great
exercise!
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GaGa Ball Rules
(simplified)


• Throw the ball in the air and let it bounce 3 times
• (Say Ga – Ga – Ball while it’s bouncing)


• Once in play, players can hit the ball with an open or closed hand.


• If the ball touches a player below the knee they are out and leave the pit.


• Players can not hold the ball.


• The last player standing is the WINNER!


• Watch the video for an example!


✂ gagaball - YouTube


• NOTE: The sign in the picture has the rules and is an example of what
would be posted by the pit.


Why?


To add value to the playground To provide a fun way to exercise


To give families something fun to
do together


To create competition


To allow families to make new
friends


To get more people enjoying the
outdoors
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When?


By the Leadership Venice, Class of 2022 Graduation date


October 7, 2022


To allow kids to make new friends To get more people enjoying the outdoors3 6


Where?


MUNDY PARK!


• Located under a large oak tree in the
southwest corner of the playground


• Fits perfectly in the shade


• NOTE: This picture was photo shopped to have
the pit appear in the proposed location.
Actual size and shape will vary.
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How?


• Leadership Venice will seek donations to pay for the project
• Estimated Cost - $5,000 (MAX):


• GaGa Ball Pit - $2,500
• GaGa Ball Pit Sign - $1000
• Cornhole Boards - $1500


• Leadership Venice will construct the pit, with the guidance of Public
Works Department


• City of Venice (Future Maintenance) – Add mulch and trim trees
above the pit and boards as needed


Leadership Venice, Class of 2022 Public Works Department
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How (cont.)?


• GaGa Ball Pit Construction:
• Use Pre-Treated wood


• Secure corner posts with a concrete foundation


• Provide Mulch for the Ground Surface vs. Concrete.
• Pros – Easily maintained by the City of Venice, Cheaper than Concrete, Matches the


existing playground


• Cons – Concrete is better for quick moves, but worse for injuries


Leadership Venice, Class of 2022 Public Works Department


QUESTIONS?
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The goal is to have the pit built by our graduation in October 2022. The construction would 
not be very involved as it is essentially like building a fence in an octagon shape. It can be 
completed in one afternoon. The Cornhole Boards are prefabricated and will just need to be 
anchored down. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. My cell phone is 941-270-6103. 

Sincerely, 

Sonya G. Fronckowiak, P.E. 
Marsabel Engineering 
941-488-8822 (office) 
sonya@marsabel.com 

If you have an urgent communication or if you have not heard from me in response to your e-mail, 
please call the office. Please do not assume that your e-mail has been received. 

mailto:sonya@marsabel.com

