
John Holic, Mayor 

City of Venice 

401 W. Venice Avenue 

Venice, Florida 34285 

Dear Mayor Holic: 
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8503 Cheltenham Circle 

Louisville, Kentucky 40222-5338 

July 23, 2018 

I am writing to encourage you and members of the Venice City Council to transform the former 

Hamilton Building into a historical museum more capable of sharing the City's unique legacy. As a 

graduate and former administrator of the Kentucky Military Institute, I join my fellow alumni in urging 

you to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to create a more spacious facility to tell Venice's 

story. 

I first came to Venice as a very young child when my father and Colonel Charles Richmond brought KMI 

to the area in the early 1930s. KMI did not come to Venice to rescue the City, but rather to find a 

healthy, warm environment where cadets could participate in athletics and recreational activities during 

the harsh winter months. By the time the school arrived in 1932, the glory days of prosperity and rapid 

growth was a thing of the past. Venice had once again become a sleepy coastal village with paved 

streets and sidewalks meandering off into the palmetto thickets. The sudden presence of the military 

school had a dramatic impact on Venice's economy in those early years. 

The City's growth remained moderate until after the war years when expansion really took off. That 

spectacular growth continues to this day. While Venice has become more than just that sleepy little 

"City by the Gulf," the community still lacks a historical museum to adequately preserve, organize and 

display its fascinating story. 

The KMI Alumni Association supports the idea of a larger, more comprehensive history museum. That is 

the reason we established two funds (one encumbered) several years ago at the Gulf Coast Community 

Foundation. To date, more than $150,000 has been donated to support such an endeavor. Generous 

citizens and admirers of Venice who have made donations and pledges in support of a new museum will 

not wait forever! There may never again be such an opportune time as this to create such a legacy. 

We, the graduates of Kentucky Military Institute, sincerely hope that you community leaders will see fit 

to transform the Hamilton Building into a historical museum that will entertain, educate and engage 

both residents and visitors for generations to come. Thank you for your consideration. 

Cc: Mr. Edward Lavallee, Venice City Manager 

ZZ~~ rt ~+ec(q ~ 
Charles A. Hodgin, Class of 1949 ~ 
Former Commandant of Cadets 





KMI Alumni LLC 

c/o William C. Vermillion 
1232 Thistleridge Dr., Hebron, KY 41048 

July 19, 2018 

John Halie, Mayor 
City of Venice 
401 W. Venice Avenue 
Venice, FL 34285 

Dear Mayor Halie: 

We write on behalf of KMI Alumni LLC, an organization created to 
further the legacy of the Kentucky Military Institute. 

A few years ago J mnes Haggler of the Venice Museum and Archives 
addressed the KMI Alumni Reunion in Louisville regarding a new 10,000 
sq. ft. facility that would house KMI exhibits and memorabilia for the 
purpose of keeping the KMI legacy alive. Not only would the new facility 
benefit the KMI legacy, it would benefit the City of Venice as well. Based 
on alumni indications, the KMI alumni quickly embraced Mr. Haggler's 
proposal. 

KMI alumni were urged to donate their memorabilia to the Venice 
Museum. Two funds were established with both being domiciled in the 
Gulf Coast Community Foundation in Venice. Those funds are: The KMI 
Legacy Fund (established four years ago) for use in creating a world class 
exhibit for KMI inside the new facility. The KMI Memorial Endowment 
Fund (approximately 2 years old) is an entity that will exist into 
perpetuity, outlive all KMI alumni, carry on after we are gone due to 
appreciation, and grant a percentage of the fund annually to Venice 
HeritageNenice Museum to provide ongoing support for KMI's world 
class exhibits. The endowment will assure that the legacy of KMI will 
keep "Character Makes the Man", our traditions, and our memories for 
future generations. The KMI alumni have been supporting both funds in 
recent years and to date more than $166,000 has been donated. Sadly, 
without a suitable permanent facility on the drawing board donations to 
both funds have fallen off substantially. 

KMI continues to have an economjc impact on the City of Venjce through 



recurring class reunions, the flow of alums relocating into Venice, and 
cadet family vacations. The KMI alumni would like to keep our legacy 
and world class exhibit in the Venice Museum and Achieves due to the 
large number of retired alumni throughout the state of Florida. However if 
the Cfry of Venice, Venice Heritage, and the Venice Musewn and Achieves 
are unable to provide such a facility, we will explore our options in 
Kentucky. We want the KMl Legacy to be seen not hidden in the 
Achieves. 

We have learned that Venice will have a significant opportunity on January 
1, 2019 when the city owned Hamilton Building becomes vacant. That 
nine to ten thousand square feet building is ideal and suitable for a satellite 
museum facility. We have learned that a Venice resident has offered to 
make a $250,000 donation towards a satellite museum facility. That 
sounds like a great start. It would be a shame to walk away from such an 
opportunity. Speaking for all KMI alumni, we urge Venice to seize the 
opportunity that is before them. 

Best Regards, 

William C. Vermillion 
Class of 1963 

~ LJllf!!CI'~ ....___ 

Class of 1958 Class o 1948 

~c: Mr. Edward Lavallee, Venice City Manager 



Harry Klinkhamer 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Good Morning Harry 

Trisha Resevic <trishavi@gmail.com > 
Tuesday, August 21 , 2018 12: 11 PM 
Harry Klinkhamer 
Re: Hamilton Building 

I am replying to your email about the Hamilton Building. 

I extremely concerned about moving the museum exhibits, artifacts and staff to the Hamilton Building. I truly 
believe that it would be a mistake. Being a part pf the "Cultural Campus" where the Art Center, Community 
Center, Arboretum, Library and the Museum are within the proverbial "stones throw" of each other is such a 
plus. Visitors love that they can walk to all of these sites. 

We are located at the epicenter of the Historic District--with self walking tours, guided walking tours, 
bicyclers, and more using our facility. With the addition or our new archival building across the street I see no 
reason to move to a remote location which is tucked away, with little if any historical significance. Oh and let's 
remember the parking--there is none! 

I can't imagine the Christmas Tree Lighting at the park with our the open house at the Museum. 

Let's keep the museum where it is!! 

Patricia Resevic 
Docent and Volunteer Coordinator 

On Mon, Aug 13, 2018 at 5:44 PM, Harry Klinkhamer <HKlinkhamer@venicegov.com> wrote: 

Greetings Everyone, 

As you may know, city council instructed the city manager to provide a variety of options for repurposing the 
Hamilton Building once the county library moves into their new facility. He is to report his findings at the 
August 281h city council meeting. 

One proposal that is being put forth is to relocate all of Historical Resources services to the Hamilton Building 
to consolidate administration, exhibits, and collections storage in phases at that location. I know I have had 
conversations with many of you in the past about the possibility of us relocating all or part of our services 
there, however, I am gathering up current comments on that possibility. 
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For all of you, I ask that you share your personal opinion and thoughts about the possibility of us relocating 
there entirely. Some of you are also the representative or voice of relevant organizations within the 
community, and I ask of you to also talk with your organization to provide a response from them as well. 

Ideally, I would like responses back before August 21 so I can collect them and report to city executives. 

Please remember that this is just one of several proposals being put forth for the Hamilton Building. It would 
be appreciated if you just responded to my request and not openly discuss this with others other than your 
groups until the August 281h city council meeting. 

Thank you in advance for responding. I think it is important to get a feel for what the cultural community 
thinks. 

Harry 

Historical Resources Manager 

City of Venice 

941-486-2490 

hklinkhamer@venicegov.com 

Venice Museum & Archives 

http://www.venicemuseum.org/ 

City of Venice 
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