




Julia Cousins Laning Biography  
 
Julia Cousins Laning, 100, passed peacefully July 16, 2022. She was an ardent supporter of 
preserving Venice’s history, especially the Triangle Inn—home to the Venice Museum. Her 
personal history and that of the city have been intertwined for nearly a century.   
 
Born Julia Cousins in Norton, Virginia in 1921, her family moved to Tampa when she was 4 
years old. My father was a building contractor. He heard about Venice and what was going on 
and decided it’s a brand new town, building like crazy, and daddy had every vision of having a 
permanent job for several years building houses. The town was laid out with a little farm section 
and we bought a five-acre farm out on Jackson Road. Mother was going to run the farm and 
daddy was going to build houses. As a child I loved it here. I ran around barefoot and we were 
doing very well. We’d been here about two years when everything fell apart. We lost the farm.   
 
Julia’s parents helped hold the city together during the dark days of the Depression. The Triangle 
Inn became the family’s residence; what was once Julia’s bedroom is now used for seasonal 
exhibits. Her mother, Carmen, managed the inn as a boarding house, and her father, Mitt, worked 
for the Kentucky Military Institute and also served as Mayor of Venice.   
 
You could buy anything in Venice for back taxes because people had walked off and left their 
property. Everything was mortgaged. The furniture was mortgaged, everything. It was cheaper 
to walk off and leave it than it was to try to do anything with it. So we had a deserted town. They 
keep referring to it as a ghost town. But it was a beautiful ghost town ‘cause all the buildings 
were built in this lovely Mediterranean style. The streets were paved; the sidewalks and curbings 
were in. You could raise chickens and grow strawberries. There were fish in the bays and gulf. It 
was a beautiful place to be poor in. 
 
We first rented a house in the Edgewood district. Then daddy found a house to buy in downtown 
Venice. He told me where it was and I remember walking all the way into town with my 
girlfriend to see it, and it was love at first sight as far as I was concerned.  
 
After skipping a grade and graduating from Venice-Nokomis High School, Julia entered Florida 
Southern College at age 16. Post-graduation, she took a leap and moved to New York City, 
landing a position as an illustrator with Reader’s Digest. In 1970, she returned to her beloved 
Venice. Years later, she met and married Dale Laning. Among their shared interests, they 
enjoyed volunteering at the Venice Little Theatre. After the death of her capable, hardworking, 
and affable husband, Julia added philanthropy to her volunteer work. It was her dream to 
preserve local history for generations to come. She was a long-time volunteer at the Venice 
Museum & Archives, while also supporting the museum’s building needs and making possible a 
facility to assemble all of Venice’s historical records in one place. The Julia Cousins Laning and 
Dale Laning Archives & Research Center is named in their honor.   
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