REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL
nave: James Clinch oate: 8/30/2022
Aopress: 401 West Venice Ave.
pone: 941-882-7397 e.maL: Jclinch@venicegov.com

DESCRIBE THE SPECIFICS OF YOUR REQUEST INCLUDING WHAT STRATEGIC PLANNING GOAL THIS
REQUEST MEETS AND WHETHER YOU ANTICIPATE A BUDGET IMPACT (Attach maps, photos, reports or
other documents that may assist in describing the nature of the request):

SmokingBanin PublicPlaces Revisionto CH. 46 ParksandRecreation:

This pastsessionthe FloridaLegislatureamended-lorida StatutesChapter386.209,and
eliminatedthe preemptionwhich prohibitedlocal government$rom regulatingsmokingat
public beachesindparks. TherevisedStatutewasrenamedhe "Florida CleanAir Act". This
legislationwasexpresslyntendedo allow for public protectionfrom secondhandmoke's
varioushealthhazardsandthe associate@nvironmentalmpactsof littering. Thebill was
approvedoy the Governoron June24, 2022andbecameeffectiveJuly 1, 2022.

Currentlythe City of Sarasotandthe Town of LongboatKey areproceedingvith Ordinance
updatego implementthe prohibition. Sarasot&ountyis alsoplanningto maketherule
changeshoweveris discussingheitemwith the CountyCommissioron Octoberl1.

City staffis requestingapprovalto draft the Ordinanceevisionsnecessaryo prohibit
smokingatthe public beachesndparks,consistentvith the FloridaCleanAir Act. This
policy changewould involve someminimal cost,to produceandpostupdatedsignageat the
public parksandto performpublic outreacho inform andeducatehe publicontherule
changes.




Definitions:

1. "Legislative referral” is any request from a council member, charter officer, or board chair for the study and
recommendation of a legislative matter involving broad public interest or such that will require the creation,
amendment, or repeal of an ordinance or resolution.

a) Requests of this nature from a resident or advisory board member shall be routed through a council member,
charter officer or board chair.

b) A legislative referral does not include a recommendation to City Council by staff or a Charter Officer for
creation, amendment or repeal of an ordinance or resolution that is routine in nature or is an operational
function of the City under the purview of the City Manager.

c) A legislative referral does not include items that are routine in nature or that are an ongoing function of the
Board's normal duties and responsibilities as established by City Code.

Process:
1. Legislative referrals shall be directed in writing to the City Clerk on a Legislative Referral Request Form (Request).

2. The City Clerk shall review the Request and do one of the following:
a) If the Request is incomplete, the City Clerk shall notify the requester and provide an opportunity for the
deficiencies to be corrected.

b) If the Request is legislative in nature, the Request is placed on the next available City Council meeting agenda.
c) If the Request is not legislative in nature, the Request will be routed to the City Manager.

3. City Council shall take one or a combination of the following actions on a request presented to it:
a) Assign the request to the appropriate Board(s) for vetting and recommendation back to City Council

b) Direct the City Manager to bring forth information or staff recommendations to City Council relative to financial,
operational or resource impacts at a future meeting.

c) Direct the City Clerk to place the request on a future City Council agenda for vetting and action directly by
council.

d) Deny the request for any further consideration.
i. Requests denied by City Council may not be reconsidered for a period of not less than three (3) years.

4. Requests assigned to a Board shall be provided to the Chair of the appropriate Board(s) by the City Clerk.
a) Upon being placed on a properly noticed board(s) agenda, the assigned Board(s) shall take responsibility for
fully vetting the Request and shall provide a recommendation to City Council by notifying the Clerk to place
the Request back on the City Council agenda when appropriate.

b) The Board shall include with its recommendation any supporting documents, reports, maps, photos, or
meeting minutes that are applicable to their recommendation and that would assist City Council in their roles
as the final decision making body.

c)  Atany point in time City Council may request the Board Chair to give a report or update on a request before
them.

d) If a request has not received a vote of support or opposition from the assigned Board(s), or has received
support but has taken no action towards a final recommendation to City Council within six months of being
referred by City Council, the applicable Chair of the Board(s) shall report back to City Council as to the
reason(s) for delay. City Council may, upon hearing the reason(s) for delay, take any action to reassign the
matter to another option listed under Step 3 of the Process identified herein, as deemed necessary.
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	Details Here: Smoking Ban in Public Places -  Revision to CH. 46 Parks and Recreation:
 
This past session, the Florida Legislature amended Florida Statutes, Chapter 386.209, and eliminated the preemption which prohibited local governments from regulating smoking at public beaches and parks.  The revised Statute was renamed the "Florida Clean Air Act". This legislation was expressly intended to allow for public protection from secondhand smoke's various health hazards and the associated environmental impacts of littering.  The bill was approved by the Governor on June 24, 2022 and became effective July 1, 2022.
 
Currently the City of Sarasota and the Town of Longboat Key are proceeding with Ordinance updates to implement the prohibition.  Sarasota County is also planning to make the rule changes, however is discussing the item with the County Commission on October 11.
 
City staff is requesting approval to draft the Ordinance revisions necessary to prohibit smoking at the public beaches and parks, consistent with the Florida Clean Air Act.  This policy change would involve some minimal cost, to produce and post updated signage at the public parks and to perform public outreach to inform and educate the public on the rule changes.


