
City of Venice Request to Speak 

The council / board / commission will hear comments, concerns and questions from members of the 
public who are present at the meeting during defined periods for public comment on the agenda. The 
defined periods are listed on the agenda under Audience Participation or Public Hearing. 

If you wish to speak, you must fully and legibly complete this "Request to Speak" form and provide it 
to the City Clerk prior to the start of the meeting or prior to the resumption of the meeting if a break is 
taken during the meeting. 

• During audience participation, you may address the meeting on any topic regardless of whether the matter is on 
the agenda for consideration or not. Due to sunshine laws, members of the body will not respond to your concern 
from the dais, however they are hearing your comments as are City staff. 

• Please be respectful of meeting decorum. Don't approach the Councilmembers at the dais unless call~d. Don't 
approach the Charter Officers and staff located at the dais side chambers while the meeting is in session as they 
are actively participating in the meeting. Availability is before the meeting begins, after the meeting ends or during 
specified meeting breaks. 

• If your name is called and you've changed your mind about speaking, simply state aloud "pass" or leave the 
meeting if preferred. You do not need to update the Clerk as to your status during the meeting. Forms are not 
returned once submitted to the Clerk. 

• If you are speaking on behalf of someone else, you must submit signed written authorization with your speaker's 
form, from the person or entity you are representing, unless you are their attorney. If you are speaking on behalf 
of more than two people/entities (including yourself), the total speaking time allotted will be determined by the 
Board/Council. 

• Public hearings are noted on the agenda arid have a separate public comment period as part of the hearing 
process. If the topic you would like to address is the subject of a public hearing, your name will be called during 
the public hearing for that topic. If you are presenting evidence or testimony during the public hearing, you are 
required to read and sign the public hearing oath below. 

PRINT ~-- p, _" 
Name: ( e Phone# 2-/tJ ;J,(/i - 'J J 'J 9 
Address: f 5 H/7 U DtZ. Zip s'{16J Date: 2. 5 ~I'\. ?.O GY 
I am (check all that apply): 

D Speaking on Behalf of 1AJ a Venice Resident/ Property Owner D a Venice Business Owner 

Name: --------- City Address:_______ Business Name:. ________ _ 

My topic of interest is (check one): 

D NOT on the Agenda D On the Agenda D Public Hearing - on the Agenda 

Item# _________ _ Item# _____________ _ 

Public Hearing Oath: I swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the evidence or factual representation, which I am 
about to give or present at the public hearing held to • truthful. 

Signature: 
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Venice is a city located in 

Venice, Florida Population 2024 

28,075 

AD 

Why this ad? 

. Venice has a 2024 population of 28,075. Venice is currently growing at a rate of '". . .. · annually and 

its population has increased by 1 .> 5 ',, since the most recent census, which recorded a population of 25,404 in 2020. 

The average household income in Venice is $124, 185 with a poverty rate of 6.56%. The median rental costs in recent years comes to - per month, and 

the median house value is-. The median age in Venice is 68.6 years, 68.8 years for males, and 68.4 years for females. 

Venice Demographics 

According to the most recent ACS, the racial composition of Venice was: 
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• If you are speaking on behalf of someone else, ·you must submit signed written authorization with your speaker's 
form, from the person or entity you are representing, unless you are their attorney. If you are speaking on behalf 
of more than two people/entities (including yourself), the total speaking time allotted will be determined by the 
Board/Council. 
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PRINT LEGIBLY: 

Name: £D £l/DfbUlo~ Phone# -------------

I am {check all that apply): 

D Speaking on Behalf of 
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¢ a Venice Re,sident/ Property Owner D a Venice Business Owner 
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List Topic here: 
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Mayor Pachota and City Council Members -

As residents on Bayshore Circle, my wife Cindy and I appreciate this opportunity to 
share our safety concerns with you this morning. Thank you. 

As residents we regularly walk, b~ke, and drive Bayshore Drive and Laguna. Many of 
our walks include our two grandsons, age 3 and 1. Safety is our top priority and we 
have had far too many close calls while walking and biking. 

The Island of Venice has changed, Venice today is not the Venice of ten or twenty years 
ago - there are more and more people here, both residents and visitors coming onto the 
Island - which only increases the ch~nces of an accident or serious injury on streets like 
Bayshore and Laguna. Baysho~e/Laguna remains one of three main thoroughfares 
(along with Venice Avenue and Barcelona) to get to the beach and the jetties. 

Please consider -

• Bayshore/Laguna has becqme a heavily traveled and congested route, currently 
there is a dangerous mix of cars, golf carts, trucks, service vehicles, 
construction vehicles, motorcycles, motorized scooters, pedestrians, pet 
walkers, strollers, wheelchairs, runners, bicyclists and bicycle groups all 
traveling the same narrow stretch. 

• From Harbor the road narrows down from approximately 100' to 20' onto 
Bayshore, this narrow r9~(;iway adds to the congestion, there are no sidewalks, 
no pedestrian or bicycle_ lanes - so everyone and every vehicle is on the road 
at the same time. 

• There are no shoulders on either side of the road, in fact, much of the route has 
open swales 0 for water run-off and that drop off is very close to the road. 

• To further add to the oangerous situation, there are numerous landscape, 
service, and construction y~hicles parked on both sides of the road every day. 

• The posted speed limit is 2~:miles per hour, which given the heavy motor vehicle 
traffic and mix of pedestrians and bicycles is too fast. 

• There are stop signs, bLJt too many motorists either ignore them completely or 
simply roll through them . 

• The current "share the road" effort is not working because motor vehicles do not 
yield to either pedestrians or bicycles. 

I would also point out that many residents expressed their concerns about the safety of 
Bayshore and Laguna at the March 28, 2023, Venice City Council meeting. Also, Police 
officers, including Captain Andy Liesensring visited the area and determined that a 
safety issue existed and recommended to the City's engineering department that a 
sidewalk would help alleviate the problem. Furthermore, it was reported in the 
Venice Gondolier that there is an amount in the current 2024 budget to design and build 
the sidewalk and that the City Council unanimously approved that allocation. 
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are actively participating in the meeting. Availability is before the meeting begins, after the meeting ends or during 
specified meeting breaks. 

• If your name is called and you've changed your mind about speaking, simply state aloud "pass" or leave the 
meeting if preferred. You do not need to update the Clerk as to your status during the meeting. Forms are not 
returned once submitted to the Clerk. 

• If you are speaking on behalf of someone else, ·you must submit signed written authorization with your speaker's 
form, from the person or entity you are representing, unless you are their attorney. If you are speaking on behalf 
of more than two people/entities (including yourself), the total speaking time allotted will be determined by the 
Board/Council. 

• Public hearings are noted on the agenda ar,d have a separate public comment period as part of the hearing 
process. If the topic you would like to address is the subject of a public hearing, your name will be called during 
the public hearing for that topic. If you are presenting evidence or testimony during the public hearing, you are 
required to read and sign the public hearing oath below. 

PRINT LEGIBLY: u 
Name: l O mk ~ @.o t<.> II\__ 

Address: ·36':, ~ 
I am (check all that apply): 

D Speaking on Behalf of ~nice Resident / Property Owner D a Venice Business Owner 

Name: ________ _ City Address:_______ Business Name: ________ _ 

My topic of interest is (check one): 

D NOT on the Agenda D On the Agenda 

Item# _________ _ 

List Topic here: 

D Public Hearing - on the Agenda 

Item# --------------

Public Hearing Oath: I swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the evidence or factual representation, which I am 
about to give or present at the public hearing held today is truthful. 

Signature: 


