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Ms. Hawkins -

Attached is my letter of interest for the above referenced volunteer position with the City of
Venice. I have also enclosed my resume which briefly outlines my employment history and
educational background. If you have any questions regarding the provided information please
contact me via email or the following number - (941) 258-1010.

Thomas Cookingham

Ms. Amanda Hawkins-Brown
City of Venice Recording Secretary
401 West Venice Avenue
Venice, FL 34285
Ms. Hawkins-Brown:

This letter is to indicate my interest in serving as the City’s liaison to the Citizens Oversight
Committee for School Facility Planning. In the email forwarding this request is a resume
which presents my general employment history and educational background. My experience,
knowledge and skills specific to the position are discussed as follows.
I have over 25 years planning experience with local Florida governments. During this time I
have either prepared or coordinated the development, adoption and implementation of both
city and county interlocal agreements (e.g.sewer/water service areas, “first in” response fire/
EMS and school facility planning). In addition I have had direct involvement with the
preparation and administration of interlocal agreements for school facility planning with
Charlotte and Desoto counties as per Section 1013.33 F.S.. This experience included working
with school board, City and county staffs to develop monitoring, implementation and
evaluation criteria for school concurrency systems (Sections 163.3177 and 163.3180. I was
also the primary author in updating and revising the Inter-governmental Coordination Element
of the comprehensive plans for Sarasota, Charlotte, and Desoto Counties and the City of North
Port which incorporated numerous interlocal and inter-agency agreements.Consequently I am
very familiar with the structure and purpose of interlocal agreements and how they are
incorporated in local comprehensive plans to ensure the appropriate location, timing and
development of needed facilities and infrastructure.
I believe my background in local governments and technical experience with school facility
planning combined with my inter-personal skills meet the requirements of the position and
would allow to successfully me to represent the City on the Citizen Oversight Committee for
School Facility Planning.
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THOMAS A. COOKINGHAM 


PROFILE 
Retired Urban Planner with over46 years of public and private sector 
experience, with the last 17 years being in Florida. Accomplished 
administrator/manager with excellent oral and written communication skills. 
A good listener with a high degree of success as a consensus builder.  In 
depth knowledge of Florida land use planning and historic preservation law. 


EXPERIENCE 
Retired — 2016 - PRESENT 
Active in community local service organizations (Vice President Venice Lions, 
Vice President Kiwanis (Punta Gorda, FL), volunteer Venice library book store, 
volunteer Venice Downtowners, member of Punta Gorda Main Street 
program, volunteer Peace River Hospital and past member of Venice Historic 
Preservation Board.  


PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS — 20170 - 1973 
Planning Consultant, Cookingham and Associates, Punta Gorda, FL 


Director of Planning, Desoto County, FL 


Assistant Community Development Director, City of Bradenton, FL 


Director of Community Development, Charlotte County,FL 


Executive Director Community&Economic Development, City of Reading, PA 


Director of Planning, Cortland County, NY 


Director of Planning, Tioga County, NY 


Project Manager, JACOBS Engineering Grp., Los Angeles, CA 


Principal Planner, GRUEN Associates, Beverly Hills, CA 


Senior Planner, Ventura County, CA 


Assistant & Associate Planner, City of San Diego, CA 


EDUCATION 
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA - BS - 1973 
CSU, NORTHRIDGE - CERTIFICATE (Policy Analysis) - 1979 
IMPAC UNIVERSITY - MPA - 2002 


SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE  
• Excellent oral and written communication  


• Good listener 


941-258-1010 
thomasacookingham@
gmail.com 


1807 Ashley Dr. 
Venice, Fl 
34292 







• Consensus builder 


• In depth knowledge of Florida planning and land use law 


• Comprehension and use of technical information in decision making
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Thank you for the opportunity to apply for the position and I look forward from to hearing
from you or the City Council on my request to serve as the City’s liaison to the Citizens
Oversight Committee for School Facility Planning. I may be reached by telephone - (941)
258-1010 or email - thomasacookingham@gmail.com
Sincerely
Thomas A Cookingham

 

Sent from my iPhone


