
PROJECT NARRATIVE 

City of Venice Fire Station #2 Relocation 

 

The City is voluntarily requesting annexation of Parcel ID 0412060001 in order to construct a replacement 
for the existing Fire Station #2.  The proposed Zoning is Government and the Proposed FLUM Designation 
is Government.  The proposed fire station is in conformance with the proposed City zoning and future 
land use designations. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Workshop 



Summary of Neighborhood Workshop 

January 25, 2023 

Annexation, Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone – Fire Station #2 

 

Meeting called to order at 5:01 by Kathleen Weeden, City Engineer 

Exhibits: 
1. Aerial showing subject site 
2. Existing and Proposed Future Land Use Map 
3. Existing and Proposed Zoning Map 
4. FEMA Firm Map  

 
Handout:  Informational Handout with general information regarding location of parcel and necessary 
land use applications. 
   
Introductions: 

Kathleen Weeden, City Engineer 
Roger Clark, Planning & Zoning Director 
Fire Chief Frank Giddens 
 

Summary of the Applications:  Annexation of property, comprehensive plan amendment and rezone 
from Sarasota County Zoning District OUE to City of Venice Government.   

The meeting started at 5:01 p.m. Ms. Weeden introduced members of staff and Mr. Clark discussed the 
future land use of the subject property. The property will be annexed, rezoned, and the future land use 
changed. The subject property will be rezone to government use and the comprehensive plan 
amendment will change the land use to government use. There will also be a site & development plan 
petition. Chief Giddens described the project for the fire department and emergency operations support 
center. Fire station 2 is currently too close to fire station 1, and it is in flood zone AE. There will be 
barriers and buffers for the lights and sirens. Mr. Clinch discussed the process of choosing the subject 
property.  

 

Questions: 

1. How many EMS units are going to be at the station?  

Mr. Giddens said there will be two ambulances, one fire engine and one battalion.  

2. Will there be the ability to add additional engines?  

Mr. Giddens said the station will be able to hold additional engines. Mr. Clinch discussed the need for a 
modern fire station and headquarters.  
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3. Do the engines pull out of the station without sirens and lights?  

Mr. Giddens said there is not a requirement to always use the sirens, but safety is the priority.  

4. Will the new station have an impact on insurance rates?  

Mr. Giddens said that we have an ISO rating of 2, so it should lower the premium on insurance rates.  

5. Why didn’t the city find a different location?  

Mr. Giddens said several different parcels were looked at and that many factors were considered such 
as the cost of the land. There was an increase in calls from approximately 3200 to over 9000. There were 
not a lot of parcels available.  

6. Does the fire house need 5 acres of land?  

Mr. Giddens said the fire station 2 will also support the EOC next door and will be able to maintain 
continuity of operations.  

7. Can there be a joint use pond between the fire station and the church?  

Mr. Clinch said sharing resources is something the City will consider. The project is in the infant stage, 
design will take approximately one year, and the project is the number one project for City Council. Mr. 
Lavallee discussed the site, population density and response time. The police station budget was 
reduced and it affected the EOC center. The fire station will support the EOC.  

8. What is the time table?  

Mr. Lavallee said it will possibly be two years.  

9. Does the fire station operate outside of the city limits? 

Mr. Giddens said there are mutual agreements with the county to assist with the county.  

10. Were there any other potential locations?  

Mr. Giddens said there was not any other location. Mr. Clinch said there was residential everywhere and 
this was the only viable site.  

The meeting ended at 5:51 p.m. 
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The exhibition in-
cludes the work of  five 
award-winning women 
photojournalists who are 
also featured in the pho-
tographic essay book of  
the same name. Published 
by Blue Star Press, sales 
of  the book help support 
the work of  combat photo-
journalists in Ukraine.

Blue Star Press also 
contributed books to the 
Ukraine House.

“This is an incredible 
opportunity for the 
Orlando Museum of  Art 
to have a global impact,” 
said interim chief  operat-
ing officer Joann Walfish. 
“Millions of  people’s lives 
have been torn apart by 
terror and destruction. 
We must stand with them 
and show them they have 
not been forgotten.”

The exhibition will 
open with a VIP reception 
on Jan. 20. All proceeds 

from the opening recep-
tion will be donated to 
Ukrainian charities. The 
exhibition opens to the 
public on Jan. 21, and 
will be installed through 
March 26.

The Orlando Museum 
of  Art is open Tuesday 
through Sunday. For 
hours and admission 
information, visit: omart.
org/visit/tickets

By LAURIE COLTON
GUEST WRITER

VENICE — After 
Hurricane Ian severely 
damaged its main stage 
Jervey Theatre and 
wreaked havoc on its 
concert schedule, Venice 
Theatre is delighted to an-
nounce its next concert.

A popular favorite with 
a new name will perform 
for two shows only at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, and at 
7:30 p.m. Monday, at the 
Venice Performing Arts 
Center, located on Venice 
High School’s campus.

What happens when 
Washington, D.C.’s 
premiere, political satire 
group — The Capitol 
Steps — calls it quits after 
nearly 40 years? Most 
folks would agree that it 
was a great run, and the 
story would end there.

But an intrepid group 
of  cast members and a 
co-writer would not go 
quietly into that good 
night. This band of  fools 
reflected on a world 
without musical, political 
satire, and didn’t like 
what they saw.

And just like that, D.C’s 
Reflecting Fools was born.

While foolish enough 
to embark on this new 
journey, they were smart 
enough to not reinvent 
the wheel.

Fast-paced, laugh out 
loud show … check.

Equal opportunity 
offenders … check.

Skewering both sides of  
the aisle … check.

The Reflecting Fools 
cast has a combined 
60-plus years of  experi-
ence on stages across the 
nation and are every bit 
the show professionals 
audiences have come to 
expect. They promise to 
“give you a memory that 
will last a lunch time.”

The Capitol Steps have 
closed their doors forever. 
But their spirit, irrev-
erence and D.N.A. lives 
on with D.C.’s Reflecting 
Fools.

Cast members include 
Jon Bell, Kevin Corbett, 
Nancy Dolliver, Tara 
Gesling and Jack Rowles. 
The musical director is 
Howard Breitbart. The 
executive producers are 
Michael Pauken and Jack 
Rowles.

Tickets are $60-$65 and 
are available online at 
VeniceTheatre.org or by 
calling Venice Theatre’s 
box office at 941-488-1115.

Former members of 
Capitol Steps return
Concert series 

brings back 

political humor

PHOTO PROVIDED BY VENICE THEATRE 

DC’s Reflecting Fools, the reincarnation of the old 
Capitol Steps, will perform at the Venice performing 
Arts Center Sunday and Monday.

FROM ORLANDO 

MUSEUM OF ART

ORLANDO — From 
the frontlines of  
the war in Ukraine, 
“Relentless Courage,” 
a collection of  images 
from world-class pho-
tographers, captures 
the humanity, perse-
verance, and determi-
nation of  Ukraine’s 
fight for freedom and 
independence against 
all odds.

“‘Relentless Courage’ 
vividly documents what 
has become the most 
consequential war in 
Europe since 1945. It re-
cords the epic struggle 
and terrible sacrifice 
of  a free people who 
are resisting tyranny 
at any cost,” said 
Hansen Mulford, chief  
curator for the Orlando 
Museum of  Art.

This is the second 
time the exhibition will 
be displayed, previously 
shown at the Ukraine 
House, a nonprofit arts 
and cultural center in 
Washington, DC.

The exhibition is pre-
sented by the Ginsburg 
Family Foundation, a 
first-time partnership 
between the founda-
tion and the Orlando 
Museum of  Art.

“We are honored to 
be a part of  bringing 
this powerful exhibit 
to the Orlando com-
munity,” said Alan H. 
Ginsburg, chairman 
of  the foundation. “It 
is a sobering reminder 
of  our shared human-
ity when freedom and 
human rights are under 
siege by a tyrannical 
government.

“We stand with the 
Ukrainian people and 
are grateful to these 
brave photojournalists 
documenting the truth 
as a witness to the 
world.”

Orlando Museum displays pictures of Ukranian courage

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ORLANDO MUSEUM OF ART 

Just one image from the many images of the 
ongoing war in Ukraine and its devastating effects 
on the people of that country. Images like this 
will be displayed at the Orlando Museum of Art 
beginning on Jan. 21.

CITY OF VENICE
Public Notice

A public workshop will be held to discuss a proposed Annexation, Zoning Amendment

and Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the Relocation of Fire Station 2. Subject

property consists of one 5.07 +/- acre parcel (Parcel ID #0412-06-0001) owned by the

City of Venice and located on the south side of E. Venice Avenue between Ramsey

Road and Auburn Cove Road in Venice, FL 34285. This is not a public hearing. The

purpose of the workshop is to inform the neighboring residents of the nature of the

project and to solicit suggestions and comments.

The workshop will be held on Wednesday, January 25th, 2023, at 5:01 PM, at Venice

City Hall, Council Chambers, 401 W. Venice Ave, Venice, FL 34285.
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941-468-5887 (Branch Office)

Thursday, January 12th • 11:00 AM

Wednesday, January 25th • 11:00 AM

Tuesday, February 7th • 11:00 AM

Red Lobster
13131 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte

SEMINARS – ALL ABOUT ANNUITIES

“If you are considering
purchasing an annuity or

currently own an annuity, this
is a beneficial presentation.”

AttendThis Comprehensive

Seminar for a Review

of Annuities, especially with

fixed rates so high.

Investors should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of variable annuities and the underlying funds before

investing. This and other information can be found in the prospectus for the variable annuity and the prospectuses for the underlying funds, which

can be obtained by calling 941-412-1199. Please read them carefully before you invest.

Guarantee Your Reservations Today By Calling 941-468-5887
Complimentary Meal to follow the Seminar

Learn about great interest rates!

Wednesday, January 11th • 11:00 AM

Tuesday, January 24th • 11:00 AM

Wednesday, February 8th • 11:00 AM

Hotel Venezia
425 US 41 ByPass N, Venice

• Understanding the advantages & disadvantages of the different types of annuities
and which ones may be right for you.
• Learn how insurance companies calculate the returns of Equity Index Annuities;
Caps, Spreads, Margins and Participation Rates. Beware of moving parts!
• What is the 59 1/2 penalty rule and the 60 day rule regarding distribuations?
• How to obtain guaranteed future income without annuitizing, while potentially
locking in market gains. Subject to claims paying ability of insurance company and
certain fees may apply.
• Who should be the beneficiary of an annuity?
• Annuities and estate planning implications. How to maximize value to your heirs.

Here are some of the topics we will be covering:



PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION                                           
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF SARASOTA 

Before the undersigned authority personally ap-
peared Melinda Prescott, who on oath says that she 
is the Legal Advertising Representative of the Sun 
Newspapers, a newspaper published at Charlotte 
Harbor in Charlotte County, Florida; that the attached 
copy of advertisement, being a Legal Notice that 
was published in said newspaper in the issue(s)                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                      
                         01/07/23

as well as being posted online at www.yoursun.com 
and www.floridapublicnotices.com.
Affiant further says that the said Venice Gondolier Sun 
is a newspaper published at Venice, in said Saraso-
ta County, Florida, and that the said newspaper has 
theretofore been continuously published in said Sara-
sota County, Florida, each Wednesday & Saturday and 
has been entered as Second-Class mail matter at the 
Post Office in Venice, in said Sarasota County, Florida, 
for a period of 1-year next preceding the first publica-
tion of the attached copy of advertisement; and affiant 
further says that she has neither paid nor promised 
any person, firm or corporation any discount, rebate, 
commission or refund for the purpose of securing this 
advertisement for publication in the said newspaper.
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(Signature of Notary Public)

(Signature of Affiant)

Sworn and subscribed before me this 22nd day of 
February, 2023

Personally known _X_ OR ___Produced Identification
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