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rrfze Venice Jlistoric Preservation 'Boara ana the City of Venice tat<J pfeasure 
in presenting the 

o/enice Legacy Jlward 
to 

J.9£ .Lord 
in recognition of fiis contribution to the aevefopment of Venice. 

Josepfi J{ Lor~ one of tfie f(e:ystone fiistorica[ figures of Venice, came to tfie area in tfie 1880s as a rea[ estate 
investor/entrepreneur. 'Born in 'We[fs, :Maine in 1860, Lora grarfuatetf from 'Brown aruf 'Boston 'University, was chairman 
of tfie 'Engfisfi 'Department at 'Brown aruf mover£ to Siou:{_ :fa[{s, Soutfi 'Daf;pta after passing tfie 6ar to practice faw. 
Seef;jng newer opportunities, fie movetf first to Cfiicago, aruf tfien to :Fforirfa after acquiring farge tracts of faruf wfiicfi fie 
arfvertisetf for safe in major newspapers across tfie 'Unitetf States. 

:for over jour rfecarfes Lorr16ougfit, soU aruf promote£ rea[ estate in tfie Venice-Sarasota area. :J-[e 6ougfit Venice area faruf 
tfiat was part of tfie origina[ 'Disston Laruf Safe. :J-[amifton 'Disston pair£ tfie State of :Tforirfa 25 cents an acre for jour 
mi[fi.on acres in 1881. Lora acquiretf over 70/JOO acres of faruf up aruf rfown tfie coast of :Fforirfa, as we[[ as infaruf. Jll.ctivefy 
engagetf in Sarasota aruf Venice regiona[ [aruf rfrainage pfans, Lora was efecterf to tfie State fegisfature as tfie first 
representative from Sarasota County, wfiicfi was former£ in 1921. 

Lora's career accompfisfiment was to persuarfe 'Bertfia Pafmer to come to tfie Sarasota-Venice area to invest in rea[ estate. 
Lora aruf Pa[mer joinetf togetfier to form tfie Sarasota- Venice Company. :Maintaining a 50% interest in many of tfie faruf 
transactions witfi tfie Pa[mer :famify, Lora was nametf Vice Presirfent of tfie Company afong witfi 'Bertfia Pafmer's 6rotfier 
Mrian:J-[onore as Presirfent, Potter Pafmer Jr. as 'Treasurer, aruf :J-[onore Pa[mer as Secretary. 

Lora's faruf fioUings, in conjunction witfi Pafmer titfes aruf property ownetf 6y tfie Sarasota-Venice Company, controOd 
6fanf(et fioUings from Sarasota to tfie :Myaf(/@ 'Rjver wfiicfi represent over two tfiirrfs of Sarasota County as we f0ow it 
toriay. 

Lorr16ougfit 90 acres of area arouruf :R,p6erts 'Bay witfi tfie origina[ intention of mining pfiospfiate. :J-[e eruferf up pfanting 
orange groves on wfiat is torfay 'Baysfiore 'Estates. In 1896 Lorr16ui[t wfiat is now tfie oUest surviving fiouse in Venice, tfie 
Lorrf- :J-[ige[ :J-[ouse at 409 (jranarfa Jl.venue, wfiicfi is currentfy 6eing restorer£ as a pioneer museum. 

'11ie semina[ impact tfiat Josepfi Lora fiarf on tfie Sarasota-Venice area resonates to tfiis riay. 'Witfi 6foc/& of rea[ estate 
transjerretf to 'Dr. :!rea JIJ6ee, tfie 'Brotfierfioorf of Locomotive 'Engineers aruf tfie 'l(f.ntucf;;; :Mifitary Institute fie[pea to put 
tfie City of Venice Pfan on tfie 'J{p.tiona[ :J(egister of :J-[istoric Pfaces. 
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