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WHY  PARTICIPATE IN THE 
NFIP

• Communi t ies must  par t ic ipate in  the 
Nat ional  F lood Insurance Program 
(NFIP)  for  res idents to  be e l ig ib le  to  
purchase f lood insurance and obta in  
FEMA disaster  recovery.  ​

• The NFIP helps prepare for  f looding 
by prov id ing in format ion,  maps,  and 
construct ion regulat ions.  ​

• Wi thout  f lood insurance,  proper ty  
owners must  pay to  repai r  damage or  
apply  for  loans,  wi th  in terest .  
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COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM
• The Communi ty  Rat ing System (CRS) is  

adminis tered by NFIP.  ​
• The CRS program implements h igher  

s tandards than the NFIP’s  min imum 
requi rements.  ​

• In  return,  res idents receive d iscount  on 
NFIP f lood insurance cont ingent  on the 
number of  po ints  a communi ty  obta ins.  ​

• We entered in  1991 as a c lass 9 
communi ty  wi th  a 5% discount ,  and 
obta ined a c lass 6 in  2005 wi th a 20% 
discount .  

• Venice wi l l  be a Class 5 communi ty  on 
Apr i l  1  and the d iscount  wi l l  increase to 
25% for  NFIP f lood insurance pol ic ies.   

• Audi ted every 3 years by ISO. 3



DOLLAR AMOUNT SAVINGS 

This d iscount prov ides a way for more res idents to save on insur ing
more structures throughout the Ci ty.
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*snapshot  sav ings based on co l lected NFIP premiums 
of  act ive pol ic ies purchased between 1/20/24 and 1/20/25.



COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM ACTIVITIES 

• Map f lood re lated hazards and prov ide th is  data to  res idents.  
• Enforce 1 '  f reeboard above the Base F lood Elevat ion found on the FEMA f lood zone 

maps.
• Mainta in e levat ion cer t i f i cates wi th  90% form accuracy for  s t ructures in  the Specia l  

F lood Hazard Areas (SFHA).  
• Improve emergency preparedness and response 
• Regulate development  wi th in  the SFHA and preserve open space.   
• Communi ty  Outreach:  conduct  presentat ions to  rea l tors  or  c iv ic  groups on f lood 

insurance,  send out  mai l ings to  target  audiences such as real tors  and HOA’s/condo 
associa t ions,  and prov id ing in format ion on the websi te  wi th  l inks to  var ious maps or  
other  per t inent  data.  

• Mainta in  a F loodpla in Management  Plan and par t ic ipate in  the County-wide Local  
Mi t igat ion Strategy Plan and Program for  Publ ic  In format ion.   

To mainta in CRS Rat ing and d iscount ,  mandatory  min imum compl iance is  
requi red.
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• Developed a F lood Insurance Promot ion Plan in  house.  
• Achieved 100% on last  three e levat ion cer t i f icate year ly  audi ts .  
• Prov ided GIS data that  showed our  c i ty  has preserved approx imate ly  

45% of  the Specia l  F lood Hazard Area as Open Space through the 
des ignat ions of  parks and open space wi th in PUD’s.

• Worked wi th the County and Fi re Chief  to  implement  f lood warning 
and response act ions such as a f lood threat  recogni t ion system and 
emergency warning d isseminat ion procedures.   

• Our Bui ld ing Department  mainta ined a Bui ld ing Code Effect iveness 
Grading Schedule c lass i f icat ion of  3 /4.  
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COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM ACTIVITIES 

Promot ion to  a Class 5 Communi ty   



HOW DO WE COMPARE?
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FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARDS LOWER 
CLASS (HIGHER DISCOUNT)

• Expansion of  s taff  in  both CRS program and Bui ld ing Depar tment . ​
• Further  rest r ic t ions on ex is t ing and new construct ion. ​
• Rat ing act iv i t ies must  be cont inuous or  ra t ing points  wi l l  be lost . ​
• Watershed Master  Plan – consul t ing serv ices. ​
• Draf t  Substant ia l  Damage Management  Plan. ​
• Draf t  a  Repet i t ive Loss Area Analys is . ​
• Most  rest r ic t ive pol ic ies re la ted to  mi t igat ing f looding.  ​
• Exceeding capaci ty  to  mainta in a new rat ing rat ing r isks communi ty  

probat ion,  potent ia l  loss of  d iscount  and r isk to  publ ic  ass is tance.  ​

NOTE: Al though program would enhance res i l iency,  po l icy  sav ings for  
h igher  d iscounts would only  benef i t  res idents that  have f lood insurance 
through NFIP. 7



Floodplain Management Plan Annual Report

The Floodplain Management Plan is a 
document used to organize community 
resources to reduce or eliminate flood risk to 
people and property, to implement strategies 
before a flood event to reduce the disaster’s 
impact which can save lives and property, and 
to give guidance in developing mitigation 
plans. 
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Local Mitigation Strategy
The 2021 Sarasota County Unified Local Mitigation 
Strategy plan was developed as a multijurisdictional, 
multi-hazard strategy that assesses hazards, 
determines vulnerability, identifies risks, sets goals, 
identifies mitigation activities, and plans for natural 
and manmade hazards to Sarasota County and its 
jurisdictions. 
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• To apply for grant funding, mitigation projects must be on
the approved Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS) Project List.

• Projects must be ranked and identify hazard mitigate.
• Post-storm, Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)

released.
• HMGP Funds are county-wide and prioritized based on list

and ranking criteria.
FEMA provides HMGP funding to state, local, tribal, and 
territorial governments to develop hazard mitigation plans and 
rebuild in a way that reduces or mitigates future disaster 
losses.

The Local Mitigation Strategy Plan Project List
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Program for Public Information & 
Flood Insurance Promotion Plan
The Unified (PPI) and (FIPP) are plans that 
were drafted by the County and surrounding 
jurisdictions. The PPI outlines various methods 
to raise public awareness on the importance of 
flood insurance. The FIPP provides information 
on flood insurance coverage by jurisdiction. 
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Requested City Council Action: ​
Adopt the annual report of the Floodplain 

Management Plan, the Local Mitigation 
Strategy Project List, and the annual report of 
the Unified Program for Public Information & 

Flood Insurance Promotion Plan. ​
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